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SERMON XV. 
Job's Expoftulation with his Wife. 

Job II. lo. 

. What I Shall we ncetwe good at the hand of God, 

and (hall we not receive evil airo i 

iTtHESE are the words of Job, uttered 
■■■ in the depth of his misfortunes, by 
way of reproof to his wife, for the coun- 
fel wc find Ihe had given him in the fore- 
going verfe ; namely, not to retain his 

integrity any longer, but to curfe God 

and die. Though it is not very evident, 
what was particularly meant anij -implied 

in the words " Curfe God and die," 

— yet it is certain from Job's reply to 
them, that they directed him to fome 
Aep, which was rafli and unwarrantable, 
and probably, as it is generally explained, ' 
meant that he fhould openly call God's 
jufticc to an account, and by a blafphc- 
mous accufation of it, provoke God to 
VOL. VII. a 
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dcdroy his being: as if jfhe had faid,— 
After (o many lad things which have be- 
fallen thee, notwithftanding thy integ;rity, 
what gained thou by ferving God, feeing 
he bears thus hard upon thee, as though 
thou waft his enemy? Ought fo faith- 
ful a fervant as thou haft 'been, to receive 
, fo much unkind treatment at his hands; 
—and tamely to fubmic to it P— patiently 
to fuftain the evik he has brought upon 
thy hoiifc, and neither murmur with thy. ' 
lips nor charge him with injuftice? — Bear 
it not thus; — and as thy piety could not 
at firft proteft tbee from fuch misfor- 
tunes, — nor thy behaviour under them 
could fmce move God to take pity on 
thee; — change thy conduA towards himj 
—boldly expoftulate with him ;-— upbraid 
htm openly with unkindnefs; — c^ his 
juftice and providence to an account for -^ 
opprefiing thee in fo undclervcd a man- 
ner, and get that benefit by provoking 
him, which thou haft not been able to ob- 
tain by ferving him — to die at once by 
his hands, and he freed at leaft, from the 
greater mifery of a Ungenag and more 
tormcnting-death. 
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SETl M ON -KV. 3 

On the other hand, fbme interpreters 
tell u8,-^tbat the word «oy?, ift the 
original, is cquiTocal, and does more 
Kteraily fignify here, to blefs than to 
blafpheme, and confequently that the 
whole is rather to be confidcred as a far- 
cafUcal feoff at Job's piety. — As if it had 
bcenfaidj— Go to,— blefs€oD, — and die; 
— (ince thou art [o ready to praife him in 
troubles as thou haft done, go on in thy 
' own way, and fee how Goo will reward, 
thee, by a mifcrable death which thou 
Canft not avoid. 

Without difputing the merit of tbefe 
two interpretations, it may not fecm an 
improbable conjeflure, that the words 
imply foraething ftill different from what 

is exprcffed in either of them, and in- 

ftead of fuppofing them as an intitement 
to blafphcme God, — which was madncfs 
— or that they were intended as an infuk, 
which was unnatural j—that her advice to 
curfe God and die, was meant here, that 
he fliould refolvc upon a voluntary death 
Mmfclf, which was an a^ not only in his 
own power, but what carried feme ap- 

B 2 
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4 S E R M O N Xy. 

pewancc of a remedy with it, and pro- 
mifcd, at Icaft at firft: fight, fomc refplte 
from pain, as it would put an end both 
lo his life andhis misfortmies together. 

One may fuppofe that with all the con- 
cern and affedion which was natural, (he 
beheld her lord afflifted both with poverty 
and ficknefs; — by one fudden blow 
brought down from his palace to the 
dunghill. — In one mournful day (he faw, 
that not only the fortunes of his houfc 
were blafled, but likewife the hopes of 
his pofterity cut off for ever by the un- 
timely lofs of his children. — She knew 
he was a virtuous and an upright man, 
and deferved a better fate; — her heart 
bled the more for him, — flie faw the pro- 

fpe£l before him was dreadful, that 

there appeared no poffible means, which 
could retrieve the fad lituation of his af- 
fairs,— that death, the Jaft— the fureft 
friend to the unfortunate, could only fct 
him free; — and that it was better to refolve 
upon that at once, than vainly endeavour 
to wade through fuch a fea of troubles, 
which in the end would overwhelm him. 



:.,„.=,-,Cno<(lc 



S E R M O N XV. 5 

Wc may fuppofe her fpirits finking under 
thofe apprehcnfions, when (he began to 
look upon his conftancy as a fruitlefs vir- 
tue, and from that perfuafion, to have 
faid unto him,-rCurfe God, — depend no 
longer upon him, nor wait the iflucs of 
his providence which has already fortakcn 

thee: as there is no help from .that 

quarter, — rcfolve to extricate thyfelfj^ 
and fmce thou hall met with no jultice in 

this world, — leave it, — die, ^and force 

thy paffage into a better country, where 
misfortunes cannot follow thee. 

Whether this paraphrafe upon the words 
is juft, or the former interpretations be 

admitted, the reply in the text is 

equally proper; — What !— ftiall we re- 
ceive good at the hands of God, and ihall 
we not receive evil alfo ? Arc not both 
alike the difpenfatior^s of an all-wife and 
good Bc-mg, who knows and determines 
what (J beji ? and wherefore Ihould I make 
myfelf the judge, to receive the one, and 
yet be fo partial as to rcjeft the other, 
when by fairly putting both into the fcale, 
I may be convinced how much the good 
B 3 
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outweighs the evil in all cafes? in my 
own, confidcr how flrong this argument 
is agwnft me. 

In the beginning of my days, how did 
God crown me with honour! ' In how 
remarkable a manner did Ms providence 
fet a hedge about me, and about all that 
I had on every fide"!^— how he profperdd 
the works of my hands, fo that our fub- 
ftancc and happinefs increafed every day' ! 

And now, when for rcalbns beft knowri 
to his infinite wifdom, hfc has thought fit 
to try me whh afflictions, — ^ (hall I rebel 
againll him in fuihing with my lips, and 
charging him fooliftilyf — God forbidj 
■— O rather may I look up towards that 
hand which has bruifed me^-^for be ma- 
keth fore and he bindeth up, hcwoundeth 
and big' hands make ' whole. From his 
bounty only has llTued all I had, from his 
wifdom— all I have loft; for he givcth 
and he hath taken away :-:— blcfled be his 
name ! 

There are few inftances of particular 
virtue more engaging than thofc of this 
heroic caft j and if we may take the tcf- 
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SERMON XV. 7 

timony of a heathcrn philofophcr upon it, 
there is not an objeQ in this world which 
God can be fuppofcd to look down upon 
with greater t^eafure, than that of a good 
man involved in misfortunes, furrounded 
on all fides with difficulties— yet cheer- 
fully bearing up his head, and ftniggling 
agunft them with firmncrs and conllancy 
of mind. — Certainly to our concepuoni 
foch objeds muft be truly engaging :— 
and the rcafon of fo exalted an encomium 
from this hand, is ealily to be gueOcd : 
no doubt the wifeft of the heathen phUo- 
fophers had found, from obfervation upon 
the life of man, that the many troubles and 
infirmities of his nature, the lickneflei, 
difappCHntments, forrows for the lots of 
children or property, Aith the number* 
lefs other calamities and crofs accidents to 
which the life of man is fubjecft,' were iti 
themfdres fo great i-^and fo /ittie folid 
comfort to be adminiftered from the 
mere refincmeo:? of philofophy in fuch 
emergencies, that there was no virtue 
which required greater cflbrts, or wh'c^ 
ytis found fo difficult to be ati:t}icye4 
■ 4 
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upon moral principles ; upon moral prin- 
ciples — which bad no foundation to-fuf* 
tain this great' weight, which the in^ 
firmities of our, nature laid upon it. And 
for this rcafon 'tis obfervable that,thi:re is 
no fubjeft, upon which the moral writers 
of antiquity have exhauftcd fo much of 
their eloquence, or where they have IpenC 
fiich time and pains, as in this of endea- 
vouring to reconcile men to thefe evils. 
Infomuch, thai from thence, in moft mo- 
dem languages, the patient enduring of 
afiij£tion has by degrees obtained the name 
of Philofophcr, and almoft monopolized 
the word to itfelf, as if it was the chief 
end or compendium of all the wifdom 
which philofophy bad to offer. And in- 
deed, cojiiideriag what lights they had^ 
ibme of them wrote extremely well; yet, 
as what they faid .proceeded more from 
the bead than the heart, 'twas generally 
more calculated to filence a man in hia 
trouUes, than to convince, and teach him 
how to bear them. And therefore how- 
ever fubtlc and ingenious their arguments 
might appear in the reading, 'tis to be 
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S E R M O N XV. 9 

feared they loft much of their cflScacy* 
when tried in the application. If a man 
was thruft back in the world by difap- 
pointnients, or — as was Job's. cafe-~had 
fuffered a. fudden change in his fortunes, 
from an affluent condition wai brought 
down by a train of cruel accidents, atld 
pinched *ith poverty— philoft^hy would 
come in, and exhort him to ftand his 
ground;— — it would tcU him that the 
fame greatnefs and ftrength of mind, 
which enabled him to hehave well in the 
days of his profperity, fliould equally en- 
able him to behave well in the days of 
his adverfity j — that it was the property 
of only weak and bafe fpirits, who were 
infolent in the one, to be dcjeded and 
overthrown by the other j whereas great 
and generous fouls were at all times calm 
and equal. — As they enjoyed the advan- 
tages of life with indifference, — they were 
able to refign them with the fame tem- 
per, — and confequcntly — were out of the 
reach of fortune. All which, however 
fine, and likely to fatisfy the fancy of a 
man at cafe, could convey but little con* 
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folation to a heart already pierced with 
forrow ; — nor is it to be conceived how 
an unfortunate creature fhould any more 
receive relief from fuch a ledure, howt 
pvcT juft, than a man racked with an acute 
fit of the gout or flone, could be fuppofcd 
to be fct free from torture, by hearing 
from his phyfician a nice dilTertation upr 
on his cafe.' The philofophic , confola-i 
tions in fickoefs, or in afflictions for the 
death of friend)! and kindred, vcrc juft as 
efficacious ; — and were ruher in general 
to be confidercd 9s. good fayings than 
good remedies.— So that, if a man was 
bereaved of a promifing child, io whom 
all his hopes and expe£lations ceritered, 
—or a wife was left dcftitutc to mourn 
the lofs and prott-dion of a kind and ten- 
der hufband, Seneca or EpiAetus would 
tell the penfive parent and difconfolate 
widows—that tears and lamentation for 
the dead were fruitlef-, andabfurd; — that 
to die, was the ncceflary and unavoidable 
debt of nature;— and as it could admit 
of no remedy — !twas impious and foolifh 
to grieve and fret thcmfclves upon i^ 
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Upon fuch fage counfel, as veil as many 
other leflbns of the lame ftamp, the lame 
reflexion might be applied, which is laid 
to have been made by^ one of the Roman 
emperors, to one who adminiflered the 
fame confolations to him on a like occa* 
fion, — to whom advifing him to be com- 
forted, and make himfclf cafy, fince the 
event had been brought about by a fata- 
lity, and could not be helped, — he re* 
■plicd,'^- — '* That this was fo far from 
lelTening his trouble, — thaf* it was the 
very circumftance which occafioned it." 
'■ — So that upon the whole— when the true 
value of thel'e, and many more of their 
current arguments have been weighed 
iand brought to' the teft, — one is led to 
doubt, whilther the greated part of their 
heroes, the moft'renowned for conftancy, 
were not much more indebted to good 
nerves and fpirits, or the natural liappy 
frame ot thcirtempers, tor behaving well, 
than to any extraordinary helps, which 
they could be fuppofed lo receive from 
their Inftruftors. And therefore I (huuld 
make no fcruple to aflcrt, that one luch 
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inllance of patience and refignation as 
this, which the ' fcripture gives us in 
the perfon of Job, not of one moft pom- 
poufly declaiming upon the contempt of 
pain and poverty, but of a man funk in 
the lowed condition of humanity, to be- 
hold him when ilripped of his eftate,— 
his wealth, his friends, his children — 
cheerfully holding up his head, and enter- 
taining his hard fortune withfirmners and 
fcrenity ; — and this, not from a ftoical ftu- 
pidity, but a juft fenfe of God's provi- 
dence, and a perfuafion of his ju0ice and 
goodnefs in all his dealings - -Such 
an example, I fay, as this, is of more unl- 
Terfal ufe, fpeaks truer to the heart, than 
all the heroic precepts, which the pedan- 
try of philofophy have to offer. 

This leads me to the point 1 aim at in 
this difcourfe J— namely, that there are 
no principles but thofc of religion to be 
depended on in cafes of real diilrefs, and 
that thefe arc able to encounter the worft 
emergencies ; and to bear us up under 
all the changes and chances to which our 
life is fubjcA. 
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, Confidrr then what virtue the very (irft 
principle of religion has, and how won- , 
dcrfiilly it is conducive to this end. That 
there is a God, a powerful, a wife and 
good Being, who firft made the world 
and continues to govern it ; — by whofc 
goodncfs all things arc dcfigncd, — and by 
whofe providence all things are conducted 
to bring about the grcateft and beft ends. 
The forrowful and penfive wretch that 
was giving way to his misfortunes, and 
mournfully finking under them, the mo- 
ment this doflrine comes in to his aid, 
hufhesallhis complaints, — and thus fpcaks 
comfort to his foul ; — " It is the Lord, 
let him do what feemeth him good, — 
without his direction I know that no evil 
can befal me, — without his permiffion 
that no power can hurt me. — It is im- 
polCble a Being fo wife (hould miflake 
my happinefs, — or that a Being lo good 
Ihould contradict it. If he has denied 
me riches or other advantages— perhaps 
he forcfecs the gratifying my wilhes would 
undo me, and by my own abufc of them 
be perverted to my ruin. — If be has dc- 
3 
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oicd me the requell of ehildreit}— or in 
his providence has thougfit nt to take 
them from me — how can I fay — whether 
he has not dealt kindly with me, and only 
taken that away which he forefaw would 
imbitter and Shorten my days ? It does 
fo to thoufands, where the difobedience 
of a thanklefs child has brought down 
the parent's grey hairs with forrow to the 
grave. Has he vifited mc with fickncfs, 
poverty, or other difappointmcnts ? — can 
I fay, but thefe are bleffings in difgtiife ? 
— fo many different expreflions of his care 
and concern to dlfentangle my thoughts 
from this world, and iix them upon ano- 
ther, — another, a better world beyond, 
this !*' — This thought opens a new fcenc 
of hope and confolation to the unfortu- 
nate: — and as the perfuafion of a Provi-. 
dence reconciles him to the evils he has 
fuflFered,— this profpeft of a future life 
gives him ftrength to defpife them, and 
cfteem the light afflidions of this life as 
they are — not worthy to be compared t9 
what is referved for him hereafter. 
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Things are great or fraall by compa- 
rifon— ~and he who looks no Either' 
than this world, and balances the ac- 
counts of his joys and fufferings from 
that confidcration, Bnds all his forrows 
enlarged, and at the clofe of them will 
be apt to look back, and caft the fame- 
iad reflcdion upon the whole, which the 
patriarch did to Pharaoh, — " That few 
and evil had been the days of his pilgrim- 
age/' But let him lift up his eyes to- 
wards heaven, and fted&(lly behold the 
life and 'immortality of a future (late, 
- - he then wipes away ail tears from oS 
his eyes for ever and ever ;- like the 
exiled captive, big with the hopes that 

he is returning home he feels not the 

weight of his chains, or counts the days 
of his captivity ; but looks forward with 
rapture towards the country where his 
heart is Bed before. 

Thefc are the aids which religion offers 
us towards the regulating of our fpirit 
under the evils of life, — but like great 
cordials, they are fcldom' ufed but on 
great 9ccurren(;es.— — In the lefler evils 
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of life we fcem to ftand unguarded, — and 
our peace and contentment arc over- 
thrown, and our happincfs broke in upon 
by a little impatience of fplrtt, under the 
crofs and untoward accidents we meet 

•with. Thefe ftand unprovided for, and 

wc neglefl: them as we do the flighter in- 
dirpofitions of the body — which we think 
not worth treating ferioufly — and fo leave 
them to nature. In good habits of the 

body, this may do, and I would gladly 

believe, there are fuch good habits of the 
temper, fuch a complexional eafe and 
health of heart, as may often favc the pa- 
tient much medicine. — We are ftill to 
confider — that however fuch good firames 
of mind arc got — they are worth preferv- 
ing by all rules ; — patience and content- 
ment, — which like the trcafure hid in the 
field for which a man fold all he had to 
purchafc — is of that price that it cannot 
be liad at too great a purchafe, fmce 
without it, the beft condition in life can- 
not make us happy, — and with it, it is 
impoffiblc we ftiould be mifcrable evert in 
the worft.— Give me leave therefore to 
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elofe this difcourfc with fomc reflections 
upon the fubjed of a contented mind 
and the duty in man of regulating his 

fpirit, in our way throiigh life ; a fub- 

jeft in every body's mouth preached 

upon daily to pur friends and kindred — 
tut too oft in fuch a ftylc, as to convince 
the party ledured, only of this truth j^ 
that we bear the misfortunes of others with 
excellent tranquillity. 

I believe there are thoufands fo estra- 
Vagant in their ideas of eontcntment, as 
to imagine that it mull confift in having 
every thing in this world turn out the 
way they wifti-^— that they arc to fit down 
in happinefs, and feet themfclves fo at 
cafe at all points, as to defire nothing 
better and nothing more. I own there 
are inflances of fome, who feem to pats 
through the world as if all their paths 
had been fl:rewcd with rofe-buds of de- 
light i— — but a little experience will con- 
vince us, 'tis a fatal cxpcSation to go up- 
on. — We are born to trouble; and we 
may depend upon it whilft we live in 
this world wc Ihall have it, though with 

VOL. VII. C 
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intermilTions — that is, in whatever ftate 
we are, we fhall find a mixture of good 
and evil ; and therefore the true way to 
contentment is to know how to receive 
thcfe certain viciffitudes of life, — the re- 
turns of good and evil, fo as neither to 
be exalted by the one, or overthrown by 
the other, but to bear ourfelves towards 
everything which happens with fuch cafe 
and indifference of mind, as to hazard 
as Httle as may be. This is the true tem- 
perate climate fitted for us by nature, and 
in which every wife man would wifti to 
live. — God knows, we are perpetually 
ftraying out of it, and by giving wings 
to our imaginations in the tranfports wc 
dream of, from fuch or fuch a fituation 
in life, we arc carried away alternately 
into all the extremes of hot and cold, for 
which as wc arc neither fitted by nature, 
or prepared by expedation, we feel them 
with all their violence, and with all their 
danger too. 

God, for wife reafons, has made our 
affairs in this world almoft as fickle and 
capricious as ourfelves — Pain and plca- 
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fure, like light and darknefs, fucceed each 
other;, and he that knows how to accom- 
modate himfelf to their periodical returns, 
and can wifely cxtradt the good from the 
evil — knows only how to live ; — this is 
true contentment, at leafl: all that is to be 
had of it in this world, and for this every 
man muft be indebted not to his fortune 
but to himfclf.— And indeed it would . 
have been ftrange, if a duty fo becom- 
ing us as dependent creatures — and fo 
neccflkry befides to all our well-beings, 
had been placed out of the reach of any 

in fome meafure to put in praftice 

and for this reafon, there is fcarce any lot 
fo low, but there is foraething in it to fa- 
tisfy the man whom it has befallen ; Pro- 
vidence having fo ordered things, that 
in every man's cup, how bitter focver, 
there are fome cordial drops— fome 
good circumftanccs, which if wifely cx- 
traftcd, are fufficicnt for the purpofe he 
wants them, — that is, to make him con- 
tented, and if not happy, at leafl re- 
figned. May God blefs us all with this 
fpirit, for the fake of Jefus Chrift! 
Amen. 

c a 
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SERMON XVI, 
The Charafter of Shimd. 

I SAMUEL XIX. 31. ift Part. 

ButAbilhai £ud. Shall not Shunt) be put to death fqr 
this ? r 

T T has not a good aJpcfl: ■ - -This 
is the fccond time Abijhd has 
propofed Sbimeih dcftruaion ; once in the 
l6th chapter, on a fuddcn tranfport of 
indignation, when Shimei curfed David. — 
*' Why Jhould this dead dog^ cried Abijhai, 
" airfe my lord the king? let me go over ^ I 
*' pray thee, and cut eff his head"-' — — 
This had fomething at leaft of gallantry 
in it ; for in doing it, he hazarded his 
own ; and bcfidesi .the offender was not 
otherwife to be come at : the fccond timCi 
is in the text j when the offender was ab- 

folutely in their power when the blood 

was cool ; and the fuppliant was holding 
up his hands for mercy. 
c 3 
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— Shall not Shimci, anfwcred Abiftiai, 
be put to death for this ? So unrelenting 
a purfuit looks lefs like juftice than re- 
venge, which is fo cowardly a paffion, 
that it renders Abilhai's firft inftance al- 
moft inconfiftent with the fecond. I 
fliall not endeavour to reconcile them ; 
but confine the difcourfe fimply to Shi- 
mei ; and make fuch reflexions upon his 
charafter as may be of ufe to fociety. 

Upon the news of his fon Abfalom's 
confpiracy, David had fled from Jeru- 
falem, and from his own houfe, for fafety : 
the reprcfentation given of the manner 

of it, is truly affeding : never was a 

fcene of forrow fo full of diftrefs ! 

The king fled with all his houfehold 
to fave hiinfelf from the fword of the man 
he loved : he fled with all the marks of 
humble forrow — " ivith his head covered 
and barefoot ;" and as he went by the af- 
, cent of mount Olivet, the facred hifl:o- 
rian fays, he wept— fome gladfome fccnes, 

perhaps, which there had pafs'd fome 

hours.of fefl:ivity he had fhared with Ab- 
falom in better days, prcffed tenderly upon 
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nature, he wept at this fad viciffitude of 
things : — and all the people that were 
with him, fmitten with his affliftlon, co- 
vered each man his head — weeping as he 
went up. 

It was on this occafion, when David 
had got to Bahurim, that Shimei the fon 
of Gera, as we read in the 5th verfc, 
came out : — was it with the choicell oils 
he could gather from mount Olivet, to 
pour into his wounds I — Times and 
troubles had not done enough ; and thou 
cameft out, Shimei, to add thy portion — 

" And as he came, be curfed David, and 
threw ftones and cajl duji at him ; and thus 
/aid Sbitnei, when he curfed : Go to, that 
man of Belial, thou haft [ought blood, — and 
behold thou art caught in thy own mi/chief; 
for now hath the Lord returned upon thee 
alt the blood of Saul and his heufe." 

There is no fmall degree of malicious 
craft in fixing upon a feafon to give a 
mark of enmity and ill-will : a word,— -a 
look, which at one time would make no 
impreffion — at another time wounds the 
heart; and like a ihaft flying with the 
c 4 
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wind, pierces deep, which, \nth its own 
natural force, vould fc^r^rc have reache4 
the objefl aimed at. 

This fcemed to have heeij Shimci's 
hopes : but excefs of malice makes mep 
too quickfightcd even for their own pur- 
pofe. Could Shimei pofiibly have waitejl 
for the ebb of David's paflions, and till 
the firft great conflifl ^i'ithin him had been 
over— then the tcproach pf being guilty 
of Saul's blood muft have hurt him— his 
heart was poffcffed ivith qther feelings—it 
bled for the deadly fting whicji Abfalom 
had given him — he felt not the indignity 
of a ftrangcr — '.' Bfbeld my Jon Abfalom^ 
who came outeftny bowels ffefk^lh my Ufe—^ 
how much more may Shimei do it r" — let him 
alone ; ('/ may be the Lord may look t^n 
my affiiSion^ and requite me good for this 
evil," ' 

An injury unanfwered in courfe grows 
weary of itfelf, and dies away in a volun- 
tary rcmorfc. 

In bad difpofitiojis capable of no re- 

ftrjunt but fear it has a different €,£•■ 

fed— —the filcnt digcftion of one wrong 
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provokes a fecond. — He purfues him with 
the fame inveSive j and at David and his 
men went by the way, Sbimei went along an 
the hill's fide over againjl him ; and curfed 
as he -went, and cajl duji at him. 

The infplince of bafe minds in fuccefs 
is bomidlcfa ; and would fcarce admit of 
a comparifon, did not they thcmfelves 
furnilhus with one in the degrees of' their 
abjcSion when evil returns upon them— 
the fame poor heart which excites unge- 
nerous tempers to triumph over a fallen 
adverfary, in fome inftances feems to ex- 
alt them above the point of courage, finks 
them in others even below cowardice.— 
Not unlike fome little particles of matter 
ftruck off from the furfkce of the dirt by 
funftiine - dance and fport there whilft it 
lads — but the moment 'tis withdrawn — 
they fall down — for dull they are — and 

unto dull they will return whilft firmer 

and larger bodies preferve the ftations 
which nature has affigncd them, fubjeftcd 
to laws which no change of weather can 
alter. 

This h& did not feem to be Shimei's 
pfc i in all David's profperity, there is 
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no mention made of him — he thruft him- 

fc]f forward into the circle, and poflibly 

was number'd amongft friends and wclU 

wiihcrs. 

When the fcenc changes, and David's 
troubles force him to leave his houfe in 
dcfpair— Shimei is the firft man we hear 
of, "ftho comes out againft him. 

The wheel turns round once more; 
Abfalom is caft down, and David returns 
in peace — Shimei fuits his behaviour to 
the occafion, and is the firft man alfo 

who hSftes to greet him and had the 

wheel turn'd round a hundred times, Shi- 
mei, I dare fay, in every period of its 
rotation, would have been uppermoft. 

O Shimei ! would to heaven when thou 
waft flain, that all thy family had been 
flain withjthee ; and not one of thy rc- 
femblance left ! but ye have multiplied 
exceedingly and rcplcnifticd the earth ; 
and if I prophecy rightly— —ye will in 
the cnd/ubdue it. 

There is not a charaflcr in the world 
which has fo bad an influence upon the 
affairs of it, as this of Shimei ; whilft 
power meets mth honefl; checks, and the 

5 
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evils of life with honeft refuge, the world 
will never be undone : but thou, Shimei, 
haft fapp'd it at both extremes ; for thou 
corrupteft profperity— and 'tis thou who 
haft broken the heart of poverty j and fo 
long as worthlefs fpirits can be ambitious 
ones, 'tis a charafler we (hall never want. 

O! it infefts the court the camp— 

the cabinet — it infefts the church— go 

wlicrc you will in every quarter, in 

every profcflion, you fee a Shimei fol- 
lowing the wheels of the fortunate through 
thick mire and clay. — 

— Hafte, Shimei! — hafte; or thou wilt 

be undone for ever Shimei girdcth 

up his loins and fpeedeth after' him— 
behold the hand which governs every 
thing, — takes the wheels from off his 
chariot, fo that he who drivcth, driveth 
on heavily — Shimei doubles his fpeed — 
but 'tis the contrary way ; he flies like 
the wind over a fandy defert, and the 
place thereof fliall know it no more— 

ftay, Shimei ! 'tis your patron your 

friend your benefaftor ; 'tis the man 

who has raifed you iirom the dunghill 
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r— *ti8 all one to Shimci: Shtmei is th« 
barometer of every man's fortutle; mark^ 
the rife and fal! of it, with all the varia- 
tions from fcorcbing hot to freezing cold 
upon his countenance, that the fimile 

will admit of. Is a cloud upon thy 

affairs? — fee — it hangs over Shimei's brow 

. Haft thou been fpokcn for to the king 

or the captain of the hod without fucr 

cefs? look not into the court-kalen- 

der the vacancy is fiU'd up in Shir 

mei-'s face — Art thou in debt ? — though 

not to Shimei^no matter the worft 

officer of the law ftiall not be more in- 
folent. 

"What then, Shimei, is the guilt of 
poverty fo black — is it of So general a 
concern, that thou and all thy fanuly 
mull rife up as one man to reproach it ? 
— — when it loft every thing — did it lofc 
the right to pity too ? or did he who 
maketh poor as well as maketh rich, ftrip 
it of its natural powers to mollify the 
hearts and fupple the temper of your 
race ? — Truft me, ye have much to an- 
fwer for ; it is this treatment which it has 
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«ver met with from Tpirits like yours, 
which has gradually taught the world to 
look upon it as the greateft of evils, and 

fliun it as the worft difgrace and what 

is it, I befeech you ~what is it that 

man will not do, to keep clear of fo fore 
zn imputation and punifliment ? — is ic 
iiot to fly from this, that he rifes early^ 
late takes Teji ; and eats the bread of care- 
fulmfs ? — that he plots, contrives — fwears 
— lies — fliufflcs — puts on all fliapcs— 
tries all garments— —wears them, with 

this, or that fide outward juft as it 

favours his efcape. 

l"hey who have confidered our nature, 
aflirm, that iliame and difgrace are two 
oF the moil infupportable evils of human 
life: the courage and fpirits of many have 
maftered other misfortunes, and borne 
themfelves up againft them ; but the 
wifeft and beil of fouls have not been a 
match for thefe; and we have many a 
tragical inftance on record, what greater 
evils have been run into, merely to avoid 
this one. 
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Without this tax of mhthy, poverty, 
with all the burdens it lays upon olir flefli 
— fo long as it is virtuous, could never 
break the fpirits of a man ; all its hunger, 
and pain, and nakcdnefs, are nothing 
to it, they have fome counterpoife of. 
good ; and bcfidcs they are direded by 
Providence, and muft be fubmittcd to : 
but thofe are affliftions not from the hand 
of God or Nature — ^^ for they do come forib 
tf the DOST, and moft properly may be 
faid iofprihg out of the ground, and this 
is the reafon they lay fuch flirel^ upon our 
patience, — and in the end, create fucli a 
diftruft of the world, as makes us look up 
—and pray. Let me fall into thy bands^ 
God! btU let me not fall mis' the bands of 
men." 

Agreeable to this was the advice of 
Eliphas to Job in the day ci his diftrefg ; 

.r «' acquaint tbyfelf, Ciid he, mow with 

God:" — indeed his poverty Teemed to liave 
left him no other : the fwords of the Sa- 

beans had frightened them away all 

but a few fnends ; and of what kind they 
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were, the very proveib, of Joi^s tomfort- 

ers fays enough. 

It is an inftance which gives one great 
concern for human nature, *' That a 
man, who always wept for him who was 
in trouble; who never faw any perijh 

for want ef clothing ; — who never fitffered 
the ftranger to lodge in iheftreet^ but opened 

his door to the traveller;" that a man of 

fo good a charaftcr, — '* that he never 
caufedthe eyes cf the widow to fail, — or had 
eaten his morfel by himfelf alone, and the 

fatherlefs had not eaten thereof;" — that fuch 
a man, the moment he fell into poverty, 
fliould have occafion to cry out for quar- 
ter, — Hofve mercy upon me, my friends ! 

for the band of God has touched me, 

Gentlenefs and humanity (one would 
think) would melt the hardeft heart and 
charm the fierccfl: fpirit ; bind up the mod 
violent hand, and ftill the mod abufive 
tongue; — hut the experiment failed in a 
ilronger inftance of him, whofe meat and 
drink it was to do us good ; and in pur- 
fuit of which, whofc whole life was a con- 
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tinued fccne of kiridnefs and of infohsj 
for which wc muft go back to the fame 
explanation with which we fet out, — and 
that is, the fcandal of poverty 

*' ThisfellotUy we know not whence he is" 

was the popular cry of one part ; 

and with ihofe who fcemcd to know bet- 
ter, the quere did not leffcn the difgrace r 
■i— Is not this the earpenter, the fon of 
Mary? — of Mary ;— great God of Ifrael! 
What ! — of the meaneft of thy people ! 
(for he had not regarded the lew eftate of hts 
hand-maiden) — and of the poorcft, too! 
(for fhc had not a lamb to offer, but wa8 
purified as Mofes dire<fled in fuch a cafe^ 
by the oblation of a turtle dove). 

That the Saviour of their nation could 
be poor, and not have where to lay bis 
head, — was a crime never to be forgiven : 
and though :the purity of his doftrine, 
and the works which he had done in its 
fupport, were ftrongcr arguments on its 
fide, than his humiliation could be againft 

it J yet the offence ftill remained; — 

they looked for the redemption of Ifrael ; 
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but they would have it only in thofc 
dreams of power which filled their ima- 
gination. 

Ye who weigh the worth of all things 
only in the goldfmith's balance! — ^waa 
this religion for you?— a religion whofe 
appearance wis not great and fplendid, 
—but looked thin and meagre, and whofe 
principles and promifes flicwed more like 
the curfes of the law, than its bleffiogs r 
— ■'-for they called for fufferings, and 
promifcd little but perfccutions. 

In truth, it is not cafy for tribulation 
or diftrefs, for nakedncfs or famine, to 
make many converts out of pride ; oc 
ireconcile a worldly heart to the fcom and 
reproaches, which were fure to be the 
portion of every one who believed a myfi 
tery fo difcredited by the world, and fd 
unpiUatable to all ks paeons- and pleaii- 
fures. 

But to bring this fcrmon to its proper 
conclufion. 

If Aftrea or Juftice never finally took 
her leave of the world, till the day that 
poverty firll became ridiculous, it is 
VOL. vii, a 
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matter of confolation, that the God of 
Juftice is ever over us; — that whatever 
outrages the lowneb of our condition 
may be expofed to, from a mean and un- 

difcerning world, that we walk in the 

prefencc of the grcateft and moft gene- 
rous of Beings, who is infinitely removed 
from cruelty and ftraitnefs of mind, and 
a3i thofe htde and illiberal paiTions, with 
which wc hourly infult each other. 

The woril part of mankind arc not al- 
ways to be conquered— but if they are 
»— *tt8 by the imitation (^ thefe quali- 
ties wluch mult do it : — ^"ti* true — as I've 
Siewn— — they may fail ; but ftill i\l is 
not loft*— —for if ^* conquer not the 
vorld-^in the very attempts to do it, 
we IhaH at leaft conquer ourfdves, and 
lay the foundation of our peace (where 
it ou^ to he) vRthia our owa hearts. 
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The Cafe of Hezefeiah and the 

Meffengers*. 

a KIHOI XX. If. 

And be Tiid, Wbit haK tlwjr Aen in tlunc lioule? wd 
H«iekiak anfweitd, All tbe things that are in mf 
fcoufe have thty fcen i then ii nodiing; xaamgtt dl mjr 



j^___ A KD where was the harm, you'll 
fay» in all this? 
*< An eaO^rn prince, the foa of BaUr* 
dine, had fent meiTengcrs with prefents as 
far as from Babylon, to congratulate He- 
zektah upon the recovery trom fais fick* 
iK&i and Hczckiah, who was s good 
prince, aScd confifbcntly with himfclF: ig 
received and entertaine4 the m«i, and heart' 
ened unto them, and before he fcnt thei% 
away, he courteoufly fhewed them all 

* Preached before hit Excellency the Eari oF 
HiKTroKPr ttParit, 1763. 
D 2 
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that was worth a ftranger*s curiofity iit 

his houfc and his kingdom and in 

this, fcemcd only to hare difcharged him- 
felf of what urbanity or the etiquette of 
courts might require^" Notwithftanding 
this, in the verfe which immediately fol- 
lows the text, we find he had done amifs; 
and as a punifiiment for it, that all his 
riches, which' his forcfatficts had l^d up 
^ ftore Unto that day, were threatened to 
.be carried away in triumph to Babylon, 
—^ the very place from whence the mef- 
fengers had come. 

A hard return! and what his behaviour 
does not fcem to have deferved. To fct 
'this matter' in a clear light, it win be ne- 
ceflary to enlarge upon the whole ftoryj 
'^ — the refiedions which will arife out of 
it, as We go' along, may help us ' at 
leafl, I hope they will be of ufe on their 
own account. 

After the miraculous defeat of the Af- 
fyrians, we read in the beginning of this 
'chapter, that Hezekiah wad iick even 
unto death; and that God fends the pro- 
phet IlaUb, wub the unwelcome mef- 
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6gc, that he Jhould fef his boufe in arder^ 
fir that he jhmdd diCy and not live. 

TJicre are many inftanccs of men, who 
hare received fuch newG vith the greateit 
cafe of mind, and even entertained the 
thoughts of it with fmilec upon their coun- 
tenances,— and this, either ■ from ftrength 
!of fpirits and tbe natural cheerfiilnefs of 
their temper, — or that tbe^ knew the 
world, and cared not for it, — -or cxr 
peftcd a better- — yet thoufands of good 
men, with all the helps of philofopby, 
and againil all die ;^urances of a weU- 
fpeiif life, that the change muft be to 
.their account, — upon the approach of 
■death have ftill Ican'd towards this world, 
and wanted fpirits and refolutlon to bear 
the ibock of a feparation from it for 
'fiver. 

This, in Tome meafure, feemcd to have 
been Hezekiah's cafe ; for tho' he had walk- 
ed before God in truth, and with a perfect 
heart, and had done that which was good 

in his fight, yet we find that the hafty 

fummons afflifted him greatly ; that 

upon the delivery of the me&ge he wept 
D 3 
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tore ;---r-that he turned his face towards 
the wall,^ — perhaps for the greater fe- 
crecy of bis devotion, and that, by with- 
drawing htmfelf thus from all external 
objcSs, he might offer up his prayer un- 
to his God, with greater and more fer- 
vent attention. 

■^— And he pray'd, and (aid, O Lord ! 

i befeech thee remember O Heze- 

Idah ! How couldft thou fear that God 
had forgotten thee? or, how couldft thou 
doubt of his remembrance of thy intc^ 
grity, when he call'd thee to receive it£ 
rccompence ? 

But here it appears of what Materials 
man is made: he purfues happinefs— 
and yet is fo content with mifcry, that he 
would wander for ever in this dark vale 
of it,— and fay, " It is goody Lord/ 
** te be here, and to build tabemacUt (f 
*? r0 i" and fo long as we arc clothed 
with fleib, and nature has lb great a Jhare 
within us, it is no wonder if that part 
claims its right, and pleads for the fwect- 
neis of hfc, notwithftanding all its care 
and ditappointmcnti. 
6 
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This natural weakncfs, no doubt, had 
its weight in Hezekiah's carneft prayer 
for life i and yet from the fuccefs it met 
vith, and the immediate change of God's 
purpofe thereupon, it is hard to imagine, 
but that it muft have been accompanied 
with Ibme meritorious and more generou* 
motive ; and if we fuppofe, as fome have 
done, that he turned his face towards the 
wall, becaufc that part of bis chamber 
looked towards the temple, the care of 
whofe prefervation lay next his heart, we 
may confiftently enough give this fenfc to 
his prayer. 
« O GtoD ! remember how I have walked 

** before thee in truth j how much I 

*• have done to refcue thy religion from 
*• error and falfehood ;— — thou knoweft 
** that the eyes of the world are fixed 
** upon me, as one that bath forfaken 
*' their idolatry, and rcftored thy wor- 
** fltip ; — that ' I ftand in the midlt of a 
** crooked and corrupt generation, which 
" looks thro* all my adions, and watches 
** all events which happen to me : if 
*' now they iball fee me fnatchcd away in 
D 4 
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•' the midft of my days and fervicc, iJow 
*' will thy great name fuffer in my cx- 
« tiniSion? Will not the heathen fay, 
*' This it is to rcrve the God of Ifrael ! 
*' " — How faithfully did Hezekiah walk 
** before him? — What enemies did he 
*' bring upon himfelf, in too warmly 
" promoting his worlhip ? and now when 
" the hour of ficknefs and diftrefs came 
*' upon him, and he moft wanted the 
" aid of his Gud: — behold how he was 
** fo'rfaken !'* 

It is not unreafonable to afcribe fome 
fuch pious and more difintcrefted motive 
to Htzekiah's defire of life, from the 

iflue and fuccefs of his prayer : -for if 

came to pafs^ before Jfaiah had gone out 
into the rniddU court, that the word of the 
Lcrd came to him, faying. Turn again and 
tell Hezekiah J have heard his prayer^ I 
have Jeen his tears j and behold I will heal 
hm. 

"• It was upon this occafion, as we read 
in the 12th verfe of this chapter, that fea- 
radock-baladan, fon of Baladine king of 
Babvlon, fcnt letters and a prefent unto 
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Hezekiah : be had heard the fame of faU 
fickncfs and recovery ; for as the Chal- 
deans were great fcarchers into the fecrcts 
pf nature, efpecially into the motions of 
the celeftial bodies, in all probability they 
had taken notice, at that diftance, of the 
ftrange appearance of the fhadow's re- 
turning ten degrees backwards upon their 
dials, and had inquired and learned upon 
what account, and in whofe favour, fuch 
a iign was given •, fo that this aAronomU 
cal miracle, belides the political motive 
which it would fugged of courting fuch 
a favourite of heaven, had been fufficient 
by itfelf to have led a curious people as 
far as Jerufalcm, that they might fee the 
man for whofe fake the Sun had forfook 
his courfe. 

And here we fee how hard it is to ftand 
the fliock of profpcrity, and how much 
truer a proof we give of our llrength in 
that extreme of life, than in the other. 

In all the trials of adverfity, we find that 
Hezekiah behaved well, nothing un- 
manned him : when bcfieged by the Af- 
fyrian hoft, which ftiut him up in Jerufa- 
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Jem, and threatened his deftrufllon, — he 
Aood unlhaken, and depended upon God's 
fuccour.— When caft down upon his 
bed of ficknefs, and threaten*d with death, 
he meekly turn'd his face towards the 

wall, wept and pray'd, and depended 

upon God's mercy : — but no fooner does 
profpcrity return upon him, and the mef- 
fengcrs from a far country come to pay 
the flattering homage due to his great- 
ncfs, and the extraordinary felicity of his 
life, but he turns giddy, and links under 
the weight of his good fortune, and with 
a tranfport unbecoming a wife man upon 
k, 'tis faid, he hearken'd unto the men, 
and ffiew'd them all the houfe of his pre- 
cious things, the filver and the gold, the 
fpices and the precious ointments, and all 
the houfe of his armour, and all that was 
found in his trcafurcs ; that there was no- 
thing in his houfe, nor in his dominions, 
that Hezekiah (hew'd them not : for tho* 
it is not exprefsly faid here (the' it is in 
the parallel paffage in Chronicles), — nor • 
is he charged by the prophet that he did 
this out of vanity and a weak (ranfport of 
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oftentationi^— yet as wc are furc God 
could not be offended but where there 
was a real crime, v/c might reafonably 
conclude that tJiie was his, and that he 
who fearchca into the heart of man, be- 
held that his was corrupted with the 
bleilings he had given him, and that it 
was juft to make what was the occafion of 
^his pride, become the inftrument of hii 
punifhment, by decreeing, that all the 
riches he had laid up in ftore until that 
day, (hould be carried away in triumph 
to Babylon, the very place from whence 
the raefliingers had come who had been 
eye-witneffes of his folly. 

« O Hczekiah! How couldft thou 
*' provoke Gop to bring this judgment 
" upon thee f How could thy fpirit, all- 
•• meek and gentle as it was, have ever 
*' fallen into this fnare ? Were thy trea- 
*' fures rich as the earth — What ! was 
*' thy heart fo vain as to be lifted up 
*' therewith ? Was not all that was va- 
** iuable in the world — nay, was not hea- 
** ven itfelf almolt at thy command whilft 
** thou waft humble? and. How was it. 
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*' that thou couldft barter away all this, 
," for what was lighter than a bubWe, 
** and defccratc an a£lion fo full of cour- 
•* tefy and kindnefs as thine appeared, to 
** be, by fuffering it to take its rife from 
** fo polluted a fountain i" 

TTiere is fcarcc any thing which the 
heart more unwillingly bears, than an 
analyfis of this kind. 

Wcarcaftrangc compound; andfome- 
thing foreign from what charity would 
fufpedi:, fo eternally twifts itfelf into what 
we do, that not only in momentous con- 
cerns, where intereft lifts under it all 
the powers of difguife, — but even in the 
moft indifferent of our a£lions — not worth 
a fallacy by force of habit, we con- 
tinue it : fo that whatever a man is about, 

— obferve him, he ftands arm'd in- 

fide and out with two motives ; an often- 

fibie one for the world, and another 

which he referves for his own private ufc; 
—this, you may fay, the world has no 
concern with : it might have been fo ; 
but by obtruding the wrong motive upon 
the world, and itealing from it a cha- 
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tafler, Inftead of winning one; wc 

give it a right, and a temptation along 
vith it, to inquire into the afiair. 

The motives of the one for doing ie, 
arc often little better than the others for 
deferving it. Let us fee if fome focial 
Tirtue may not be extraded from the er- 
rors of both the one and the other. 
- Vanity bids all her fons to be gene- 
rous and brave, and .her daughters to 

be chafte and courteous. Bnt why do 

wc want her^ inftru(5Hons ? Aik the 

comedian who is taught a part he feels 
not— - 

Is it that the principles of religion 
■want ftrength, or that the real paffion foe 
what is good and worthy will not carry 

us high enough God! thou knoweft 

they carry us too high we want not 

to be — but tofesm — 

Look out of your door,— take notice 
of tliat man : fee what difquieting, ia- 
triguing, and fliifting, he is content to 
go through, merely to be thought a man 
of plain-deaUng :— three grains of hg- 
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nefty would favc him all this trouble—— 
alas! he has them not.' 

Behold a f^cond, under a Jhow of piety 
hiding the impurities of a debauched 
lifci— he is juft entering the houfe of 

God: would he was more pure — or 

lefs pious : — but then he could not gain 
his point. 

Obferve a third going on almoll in the 
fame track, with what an indexible fanc- 
tity of deportment he fuftains himfelf ai 
he advances: — every line in his face 

writes ahftinence ; every ftridc looks 

like a check upon his defires: fee, I be- 
feech you, how he is cloak'd op with fcr- 
mons, prayers, and facramenis; and fo 
bemuffled with the externals of religion, 
that he has not a hand to fparc for a 
worldly purpofe; — he has armourat lead 
—Why docs he put it on ? Is there no 
fervtng God without all this i Muft the 
garb of religion be extended fo wide to 
the danger of its rending?— ^Yes truly, 
or it will not hide the fccret^— and, 
"What is that i 
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—That the faint has no religioa 
at all. 

— But here comes Genzrosity; giving 
not to a decayed artift^— bpt to 
the arts and fcicn<^£ themrdres. — Seet- 
he bmldt rut a chamber in the wall apart for 
the prophet ; but whole fchooli and col? 
leges for thofe who come after. Lord I 
how they will magnify his name !— .*tis 
in capitals already ; the firft— ^hc highcfl, 
HI the gilded rent-roll of every hofpitai 
and afylum.— 

-^ — One honeft tear &ed ia private 
over the unfortunate, is worth it all. 

What a problematic fet of creaturei 
does fimutation make ua ! Who would 
divine, that all that anxiety and concern, 
fo vifible in the airs of one half of thac 
great alTembly, ihould arife from nothing 
clfe, but that the other half of it may 
think thera to be men of confequtfnce, 
penetration, parts, and eondufl ?— What 
a noife amongft the claimants about it ? 
Behold Hmulity, out of mere pride,— 
and honcfty, almoft out of knavery :— 
Chatty, never once in harm's way,-* 
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and courage, like a Spanifli foldier upon 

an Italian ftage — a bladder full of wind. — 

Hark ! that, the found of that 

trumpet, let not my foldier run^- 

*ti5 fome good Chriftian giving alms. O, 
Pity, thou genilefl: of human paffions ! 
foft and tender arc thy notes, and ill ac- 
cord they with fo loud an inftrument. 

Thus fomething jars, and will for ctcc 
. jar in thefe cafes : impofturc is all diflb- 
nancc, let what mafter focver of it un-, 
dertake the part ; let him harmonife and 
ftiodulate it as he may, one tone will 
tontradia another ; and whilft we havo 
tars' to hear, we fliall diftinguifli it : 'tis 
truth only which is confiftent and ever ia 
harmony with itfclf : it fits upon our lips, 
Gke the natural notes of Tome melodies, 
ready to drop out, whether wc will or 

no ; it racks no invention to let our-r 

felvcB alone, and needs fear no critic, to 
have the fame excellency in the hearty 
frhich appears in the aftion. 
■ It is a pleafing allufion tbe Scrjpturc 
makes ufe of in calling us fc»metimefi » 
houfc, and fometinjcs a temple, .accortj? 
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ing to the more or lefs exalted qualities 
of the fpiritual gueft which is lodged 
■within us: whether this is the precife 
ground of the diftindion, I will not af- 
firm ; but thus much may be faid, that, 
if we are to be temples, 'tis truth and 
finglcnefs of heart which mult make the 
dedication: 'tis this which muft firit dif- 
tinguifli them from the unhallowed pile, 
where dirty tricks and impofitions arc 
praftifed by the hoft upon the traveller, 
who tarries but for a moment, and re- 
turns not again. 

We all take notice, how clofc and re- .■ 
fcrved people are ; but we do not take 
notice, at the fame time, that every one 
may have fomething to conceal, as well 
as ourfelves ; Mid that we are only mark- 
ing the diftanccG and taking the meafures 
of fclf-defcnce from each other in the 
very inftances we complain of: this ig fo 
true, that there is fcarce any charaftcr fo 
rare, as a man of real open and generous 

integrity, who carries his heart in his 

hand, who fays the thing he thinks, 

and does the thing he pretends. Though 
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no one can diflikc the charafter, — yet, 
dlfcretion generally (bakes her head, — and 
the world foon lets him into the reafon. 

** that I had in the wilderne/s a lodging 
" of way-faring men! that I might leave 
" fuch a people, and go from them." Where 
is the man of a nice lenfe of truth and 
ftrong feehngs, from whom the duplicity 
of the world has not at one time or other 
wrung the lame wifh; and where lies the 
wildernefs to which fome one has not fledj 
from the fame melancholy impulfe f 

Thus much for thofe who give occalion 

to be thought ill of j let us fay a word 

or two unto thofe who take it. 

But to avoid all common-place cant as 

much as I can on this head, 1 will 

forbear to fay, becaufe I do not think it, 
that 'tis a breach of Chriftian charity to 
think or fpeak ill of our neighbour, &c. 

—We cannot avoid it : our opinions 
muft follow the evidence j and we are per- 
petually in fuch engagements and iitu- 
ations, that *tis our duties to fpcak what 
our opinions are — but Goo forbid thu 
this ever fhould be done but from its beft 
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motive— the fcnfc of what is due to vir- 
tue, governed by difcretion and the ut- 
moft fellow-feeling: were we to go on 
otherwife, beginning with the great broad 
cloak of hypocrify, and fo down through 
all its little trimmings and facings, tear- 
ing away without mercy all that looked 
fcemly,— we Jhould leave but a tattcr*d 
world of it. 

But I confine what I have to fay to a 
character lefs eqiuvocal, and whidi tafcei 
up too much room in the world: it is that 
of thofe, who from a general dlllnift of 
all that looks difinterelled, finding no- 
thing to blame in an adion, and perhaps 
much to admire in it, — immediately fall 
foul upon its motives : Dm/ Job ferve 
God for noi^htf What a vile infmuationi 
BcTides, the quelUon was not, wfaetha: 
-Job was a rich man or a poor man?— « 
but, whether he was a man of integrity 
or no? and the appearances were ftrong 
on his iide : indeed it might have been 
otherwife} it was polBble Job might be 
tnfincerc, and the devil took the advan- 
tage of the die for it. 
I % 
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Xt 18 a bad picture, and done by a ter- 
rible mailer, and yet we are alvays copy» 
ing it. Does a man from real coavidioa 
of heart forlake his vices ?— — -the pofip 
tion is not to be allowed, -^r^^no } hU 
vices have forfaken him. 

Does a pure virgin fear Gon and fay 
her prayers ?-^-!— lihe is in b» dimac- 
tcric. 

Does hamanity clothe and educate the 
unknown orphan?—— Pow:cty! thou baft 
BO genealogies::-^— See! is he not the 
father of the childS Hius do we rob he- 
loes of the bpft part of their gtory — their 
virtue. Take away the motive of the 
a£l, you take away all that Is worth hav- 
ing in it^-^wtdt it to ungQDerou& etids^ 
Jrou load the vixtuous man who did it 
vdth. it^amy ;-rrrR*undo it- aU-^I befieinA 
you: give hira back his hoaour^— ^ro- 
ftore the jewel yoa haxc^ takra from )am 
TT-refdace him in the ^e o£ the worldw 

-< — it is too, Iftte^'. 

It is painful to utter the reproaches 
which Ihould come in here- ^ 4 vA 
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truft them with yourfclvcs : in coming 
from that quarter, they will more natu- 
rally produce fuch fruits as will not fct 

your teeth on edge for they will be 

the fruits of love and good-will, to the 
praife of God and the happinefs of the 
world, which I wifli. 
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SERMON XVIII. 
The Levite and his Concubine. 



JVSCES XIX. I, %, ). 

And it came to pafi in iho& dafi, when tben wm do 
king VD Ilrael, that tbeit was a certain X«vitc fojoum- 
ing on the £(Ie of Mount Epiuaim, who took unto 
biin a concubine. 

It cohcitbihe! — but the textac- 
" "• counts for it, for in tbofe dayi 
there wat no king in Ifraely and the Levite* 
you will fay> Uke every other man in it, 
did what was right in his own eyes, 
and fo, you may add, did bis concubine 
too— ^r Jhe played the wbore againfi bitttf 

and went away. 

Then fliame and grief go with 
her, and wherever (he feeks a ihelter, may 
the band of juftice fhut the door againft 

her! 

Not fo ; for flie went unto her father's 
boufe in Bethlehcm-judab, and was with 
» 4 
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him four whole months. -^^Blcffed In- 
terval for meditation upon the ficklenef^ 
and vanity of this world and its pleafurcs ! 

I fee the holy man upon his knees, 

with hands compreffed to hU bofom, and 
withupliftcd eyes, thanking heaven, that 
the obje£t which had fo long ihared his 

affedions, was fled. - 

The text gives a different iH^ure of 
his fituation ; /or he arcfe and went after 
her to /peak friendly to ber^ and to bring her 
back again, having bis jervant with him^ 
(fnd a couple of affts ; and fhe brought him 
wtto her father's houfe \ and when the fa- 
ther of the dam/el fam him^ be rejmced tn 
meet hint — 

— — A moft fentimcntal group! you'll 
lay : and fo it is, my good commestator, 
the world talks of every thing : give but 

the outlines of a ftory, let Spleen or 

Prudery fnaich the pencil, and they will 
finilh it with fo many hard ftrokes, and 
with fo dirty a colouring, that Candour 
and Courtefy will fit in torture as they 
look at it.— Gcnde and virtuous fpirits \ 
ye who kiiQW ^ot what it is tp l^)^ ^%^^ 
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interpreters, but of your own feilings, 
——to you I addrefs myfelf, the unhired 
advocates for the conduct of the mif' 

guided, whence is it, that the ■world 

is not more jealous of your office ? How 
often muft ye repeat it, '* That fuch a 
one's doing fo or fo" — is not fufficicnt evi- 
dence by itfclf to overthrow the accufed ? 
That our actions ftand furroundcd with a 
thoufand circumftances which do not pre- 
fent thcmfelves at firft fight :— that the 
iirft fprings and motives which impcll'd 

the unfortunate, Ke deeper' ftil! ; and, 

that of the millions which every hour arc 
?rraign'd, thoufands of them may have 
crr*d, merely from the bead, and bewi ac- 
tually outwitted into evil j and even when 
from the heart,— that the difficulties 
and temptations under which they a3ed, 

——the force of the paffions, the 

fuitablenefs of the obje^, snd the many 
ftruggles of virtue before flie fell,- ■ ■ ■ 
inay be fo many appeal^ from juftlce to 
the judgment-feat of pitj. 

Here then let us ftop a moment^ and 
^lye the ffory of the Levite and tus Coiit 
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cubinc a fecond hearing : like all others, 
much of it depends upon, the telling ; and 
as the Scripture has left us no kind of 
comment upon it, 'tie a ftory on which 
the heart cannot be at a lofs for what to 
hy, or the imagination for what to fup- 
pofc^— the danger is, humanity may fey 
too much. 

Jnd it came to pafs in tbefe days, ii/ben 
there wai no king in Jfrael, that a certain 
Lemte fojouming on the fide ef Mount E- 
pbraim, took unto him/elf a CoTtcubine.—— 

O Abraham, thou fiithec of the faith- 
ful ! if this was wrong, Why didft 

thou fetfo enfnaring an example before 
the eyes of thy defcendants ? and. Why 
did the God of Abraham, the God of 
Ifaac and Jacob, blefs fo often the feed of 
fuch intercourfes, and promife to mul- 
tiply and make princes come out of 
them ? 

God can difpenfe with his own laws; 
and accordingly wc find the holieft of 
the patriarchs, and others in Scripture, ' 
whofe hearts cleaved moft unto Gk)D, ac- 
commodating themTelves as well as they 
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couM to the difpenfation : that Abraham 
had Hagar ; — that Jacob, befides his two 
wives, Rachael and Leah, took alfo unto 
him Zilpah and Bilhah, from whom many 
of the tribes defcended: — that David had 
fevcn wives and ten concubines ; — Reho- 

beam, fixty; and that, in whatever 

cafes it became reproachable, it feemed 
not fo much the thing itfelf, as the abufe 
of it, which made it fo: this was remark- 
able in that of Solomon, whofe excefs 
became an infult upon the privileges of 
mankind i for by the fame plan of luxury, 
which made it ncceflary to have forty 
thoufand italls of horfcs, — he had unfor- 
tunately mifcalculated his other wants, 
and fo had fevcn hundred wives, and 
three hundred concubines. 

Wife deluded man ! was it not that 

thou madcll fomc amends for thy bad 
praSicc, by thy good preaching, what 

had become of thee ! three hundred 

- but let us turn afide, I befcech you, 

from fo fad a ftumbling-block. 

The Levite had but one. The Ifc- 
))rew word imports a woman a concu- 
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bine, or a wife a concubine, to dinftin- 
guilh her from the more infamoti"sfpecies, 
who came under the roofs of the licen-. 
tious without principle. Our antiotitorS 
tell us, that in Jcwifli acortotnich, thefe 
diffcr'd little from the wife, except in 
fomc outward ceremonies and ftlpula- 
tions, but agreed with her, m all the true 
eflenccs of marriage, and gave themfelvea 
up to the hufband (for fo he is call'd), 
with faith plighted, with fcntiments, and 
with aiFe£Kon. 

Soch a one the Levite wanted to fhare 
his folitude, and fill up that uncomfort- 
able blank in the heart hi fuch a fitua- 
tion ; for notwithftanding' all we meet 
whh in books, in many 'of which, no 
doubt, there arc a good many handfome 
things faid upon the fwects of retirement, 
&c. ... yet ftin ** it is not good for mart 
** to be alone r" nor can all which the 
cold-hearted pedant ftuns our cars with 
upon the fubjedt, ever give one anfwer of 
fatisfaflion to the mind ; in the midft of* 
the loudcft vamitings of phtlofophy, Na-. 
tore will have her yearnings for fociety 
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and fricndlhip; a good heart wanta 

fome objeii to be kind to and the 

(Kft parts pf cor blood, and the pureft. 
of our fpirits, faffer moft under the dc- 
lUtutian. 

Let the torpid monk feck heaTcn com- 

fortlefs and alone. Goo fpeed him I 

For my own part, I fear, I Ihould never 
fo find the way : kt me be wife and rc- 
^ious— — bul let me be Mar : wbcrcvcr 
thy ProvideocQ places me, or whatever 

be the road I take to get to ibee give 

me fomc companion in my journey, be it 
only to remark to. How our ihadows. 

lengthen as the fiMi goes down; ta 

whom I may fay. How frclh is the face 
of nature ! How fweet the flowers of the 
field ! How delicious are thefe fruits ! 

Alas ! with bitter herbs, like his palT- 
overjj did the LevUe eat them : for as 
they thus waited the path of life together, 
-^— Ihe wanwnly turu'd afidc untoi ano- 
ther, and .fled from bim^ 

It IB the. mild and quiet, half of the 
vodd,. v.ho arc geaeiaily outt^d and 
Itemc dovQ by th^ other half «f it : bu;. 
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in this they have the advantage j what- 
ever be the fenfe of their wrongs, that 
pride ftands not (b watchful a centinct 
over their forgivenefs, as it docs in the 
breafts of the fierce and froward : wc . 
ihould all of us, I believe, be more for- 
giving than wc are, would the world but 
give us leave ; but it is apt to interpofe 
its ill-offices in remiffions, cfpccially of 
this kind : the truth is, it has its laws, toi 
which the heart is not always a party ; 
and z(ka fo like an unfeeling engine In all 
cafes without dillinftion, that it requires 
all the firmnefs of the moft fettled hu- 
manity to bear up againft it. 

Many a bitter conflid wpuld the Le- 
vite have to fuftain with himfelf— his 
Concubine— ~-and the fentlmehts of his 
tribe, upon the wrong done him :^— 
much matter for pleading — and many an 
embarraffing account on all fides : in a 
period of four whole months, every paf- 
fion would take its empire by turns; and 
in the ebbs and flows of the lefs unfriendly 
ones. Pity would find fome moments 
to be heard— —RsLioioH herfclf would 
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not be filent, Charity would have 

much to fay, — and thus attun'd, every 
object he beheld on the borders of mount 
Ephraim,— every grot and grove he 
pafs'd by, would folicit the recoUedtion 
of former kindnefs, and awaken an ad* 
vocate in her behalf more powerful than 
them all. 

" I grant 1 grant it all"— he would 

cry, — " 'tis foul ! 'tis feithlefs ! but, 

** Why is the door of mercy to be ihut 
** for ever againft it ? and. Why is it to 
** be the only fad crime that the injured 
** may not remit, or reafon or imagina- 
** tion pafs over without a fear?— Is it 
•* the blackeft? In what catalogue of hu- 
" man offences is it fo marked ? or. Is 
** it, that of all others 'tis a blow moft 

** grievous to be endured ? the heart 

•* cries out. It is fo : but let me afk my 
** own, What paffions are they which 
** give edge and force to this weapon 
** which has ftruck nf e ? and, whether it 
'* is not my own pride, as much as my' 
" virtues, which at thU moment excite 
^ the greateft part of that intolerable 
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** anguiih in the wound which I am lay- 
** ing to her charge ? But, merciful hca- 
" ven, was it otherwife, why is an un- 
*' happy creature of thine to be pcrfc- 
*' cutcd by mc with fo much cruel rc- 
*' vengc and rancorous dcfpitc as my 
** firll tranfport called for ? Have faults 
** no extenuations? — -Makes it nothing, 
** that when the trefpafs was committed, 
*• fhe forfook the partner of her guilt, 
« and fled direflly to her fether's houfe ? 
** And is there no difference betwixt one 
*' pTopenfely going out of the road and 
•* continuing there, through depravity of 
" will— and a haplefs wanderer ftray- 
" ing by delufion, and warily treading 

**, back her ftcps ? Sweet is the look- 

** of forrow for an offence, in a heart de- 
*• tcrnuned never to commit it more! 

** Upon that altar only could I of- 

•• fer up my wrongs. Cruel is the pu- 
** nifhineat which an ingenuous mind 
** will take upon itfclf, from the remorfe 

•• of fb hard a trefpafs agwiull Acy ■ 

** and if that will not balance the ac 
** coont,— — juil God ! let me forgiv« 
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** the reft. Mercy well becomes the 

*• heart of all thy creatures, but moft 

" of thy ferrant, a Lcvife, who offers up 
« To many daily facrificcs to thee, for the 
*' tranfgreffions of thy people.' ■■ 

— « But to little purpofe, he would 
** add, have I fcrvcd at thy altar, where 
** my bufinefs was to fue for mercy, had 
*' I not leam'd to pradife it.*' 

Peace and happinefs reft upon the head 
and heart of every man who can thus 
think! 

So be arofe^ and went ^ter hety iofpeak 
friendly to her — in the original — " to ipeak 

*• to her heart;" to apply to their 

former endearments, — and to alk. How 
flie could be fo unkind to him, and fo 
TCry unkind to herfcif ?— — 

— " Even the upbraidings of the qmet 
and relenting arc fwcet: not like the ftriv^ 
ings of the Bercc and inexorable, who bhe 
■ and devour all who have thwarted them in 
their way ; —but they are caJm and courted 
ous, like the fpirit which watches over their 
chara^ier: How could fuch a temper woo 
the damfel, and not bring her back? oi^ 

VOl. Til. » 



,C(K>til>J 



66 S E R K^ O N XVHt 

How could the &ther of, the datnret, in 
fuch a fceoe, hare a heart open to any 
iaaprelEoiis but thofe mentioned in the 

text i--< « <1iat when befaw UtOt Ik re- 
joiced U meet bim ; urged bis Aay from 

day to day, with that moft irr^fiflibLe of 
sdl invi^ons,-'-'' Gom/iri thy btarty and 
tarry ail nigbtj and 1st tbitie heart he merry" 

If A^cy and Truth thus met togedier 
hiJetding ihii account, Love'voxM furcly 
be of the party : great — great h its power 
in cementing what has been brokep, and 
infong out wrongs even fr^in th^ memory 
icfelf: and fo }t was-~ — fof the Levitc 
asofe upj and with him hi^Co^cybinc ^d 
Itis fcrvaat, and they departed. 

It ferres no purpofe to pwfu« the ftory 
further; the -cata(tro[^ is horiid, and 
vbuld lead us beycmd (he partif^ular jiur- 
-pofe for which I bare ei^a^ged ^ppa thus 
antfch of it, aod ihat is, -to ^iJcradit r^ 
judgment, and illuAratc &obi the mao- 
■ner of conduiUog t^is drama, the cour- 
tcfy which the drfmt^is fe.rforw ^i every 
•other piece nny have a right to. Al- 
noft -oae-half of «ur time ii fpent in tetlr 
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ing and hearing evil of one another — 
Ibme unfortunate knight is always upon 

the ftage and every hour brings forth 

fomcthing ftrangc and terrible to fill up 
our difcourfe and our aftonilhment, " Hoinr 

people can be fo foolifh!" --and 'tis 

well if the compliment ends there; fo 
that there is not a fecial virtue for which 
there is fo conftant a dernand, — or, con- 
fequently, fo well worth cultivating, as 
jhat which oppofes this unfriendly cur- 
rent- -many and rapid arc th,e iprjngp 

which feed it, and various and fudden, 
God knows, are the gufts which render it 
lipiafe to ys in this (hort paffage of our 
life ; let us make the difcourfe as fer- 
viceable as we can, by tracing fgrne of 
the moft remarkable of them up to their 
fpurce. 

And, firft, there is one miferable inlet 
to this evil, and which, by the way, if 
jTpeculation is fuppofed to precede prac- 
tice, may have been derived, for aught 
I know, from fomc of our buficft in- 
quirers after nature, — and that is, when ■ 
with more zeal than knowlfdgc wc ac- 

F 2 
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count for phenomena, before we arc (art 
of (heir cxiftence. — // is not the man- 
net ^ the Romatu io condemn any man t» 
death_^ (much lefs to be martyr'd), faid 
Feftus ; -and doth our law judge any maa 
before it bear him, and know what he doth ? 
cried Nlcodemusj and he that anjwerefh, 
or dctcrmineth, a matter before he has heard 

it, // it felly and a fhame unto bimt— 

We are generally in fuch a hafte to make 
our own decrees, that we pafs over the 
juftice of thcfe,-^— and then the fcene 
is fo changed by it, that 'tis our folly 
only which is real, and that of the ac- 
cufed, which is imaginary ; throQgh too 
much precipitancy it will happen fo} and 
thctj the jcfl is fpoil'd— or we have criti- 
cifed ouf own fliadow. 

A fecond way is, when the procefs goes 
on more orderly, and we begin with get- 
ting information, but do it from thofe 

fufpcficd evidences, agmnft which our 
Saviour warns us. When he bids us *• wtf 

to Judge according io appearance:** in 

truth, 'tis behind thefe that moft of the 
things which bhnd human judgraenf lie 
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ooncealed, and, on the contrary, there 

arc many things which appear tobe,— — 

which arc not : Chri^ came eating and 

drinking, — ieboJda wine-bibber! he fat 

with finners he was their friend: ■ 

in many cafes of which kind, Trtdb, hke 
a 'modeft matron, fcoms -art — and dif- 
dairis to prcfs hcrfclf forwards into the 

circle to be feen: ;gjound fiifficient 

for Sujpicion to draw vp the libel for 

Malice to give the . torture,— 7<ir.ralh Judg- 
ment to ft^t up and |)afe a final fcn- 
tence. 

A third way Is, whcp (the fafts which 
idepote mifconduft are lels difputablc, but 
arc Gontoioatcd upon with an afperity of ' 
<enfure, which a humane or a gracious 
temper wouldfpare: an abhorrence againil 
what is criminal, is fo fair a pica for thig, 
and looks fb like virtue in the face, that 
in a fermon againft ra(h judgment, it 
would be unfeafonable to call it in quc- 
ftion,— and yet, I declare, in the fulleft 
torrent of exclamations which- the guilty 
can defcrve, that the fimpie apoftroph^, 
. " who made me to differ f why wai 40c 
' 3 
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I an example?" woirid touch my heart 
more, and give me a better earneft of the 
commentators, — than the moft: corrofivc 
period you could add. The puriiftimcnt 
of the unhappy, I fear, is enough with- 
out it ^and were it not j 'tis piteous, 

the tongue of a Chriflian, whofe religion 
is all candour and courtefy, ihould be 
made the executioner. We find in the 
difcourfc between Abraham and the nch 
man, though the one was in hcaren, and 
the other in hell, yet (lill the patriarch 
treated him with mild language: — Son! 
Son, remember that tbou in thy lifetime, &c. 
&c. — and in the difpute about the body 
of Mofes, between the Archangel and the 
devil (himftlf), St. Jude tells us, he , 
durft not bring a railing accutatiotiagiunlt 
him;— -'twas unworthy his high charader, 
— *-and, indeed, might have been im- 
pcrfitic too } for if he had (as one of our 
divines notes upon the paffage),- the de^l 
had been too hard for him at railing,—— 

'twas his own weapon, Ud the bafeft 

fpirits, after his example, are the moft ex- . 
pert at it. 
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This leads me to the obiervation of a 
fourth cruel inlet to this evil, and that 
is, the deiire of bcmg thought men of 
vnt and parts, and the vain expedUtion 
of commg honeftly by the title, by fiirewd 
and farcaftic refieSions upon whatever is 
done in the world, Tlus is fetting up 
trade upon the broken ftock of other 
people's failings,— perhaps their misforr 

tunes:' fo, much good may't do them 

with what honour they caa get,' the 
fiirtheft extent of which, I think, is, to 
be furailed, as we do fbrne &uces, witb 
tears in our eyes : It is a commerce moft 
illiberal: and as it requires no vaft ca>- 
[Hta], too many embark in it, and fo long 
W there are bad paflions to bo gratified, 
— ^d bad heads to judge, with fuch it 
msf pa£s for wit, or at lead, bke fome 
vile relation, whom all the family is 
afhamed of, claim kindred with it, even 
an better companies. Whatever be tho 
degree of its affinity, it has helped to g^ve 
wit a bad name, as if the main eHence of 
it was &tire : certainly there is a differ- 
ence \Ktvfcca-Bitteme/i andSaZ/n^,— tt^t 
f 4 
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is, between the malignity and the fcfti* 

vity of wit, the one is a mere quicknefs 

of apprchenfion, void of humanity, — and 
is a talent of the devil ; the other comes 
down from the Father of fpirits, fo pure 
and abftrafted from perfons, that wil- 
lingly it hurts no man : or if it touches 
upon an indecorum, 'tis with that dez- 
terity of true genius, which enables him 
rather to give a new colour to the ab- 

furdity, and let it pafs. He may fmilc 

at the Ihape of the obelilk raifed to ano- 

ther's fame, but the malignant wit 

will level it at once with the ground, and 
build his own upon the ruins of it. ' 

What then, ye rafli cenfurers of the 
world ! Have ye no manfions for your 
credit, but thofc from whence ye have 
extruded the right owners? Are there no 
regions for you to fhine in, that ye de- 
fcend for it into the low caverns of abufe 
and crimination ? Have ye no feats^— 
. but thofe of the fcomful to fit down in ? 
If Honour has iniftoofc his road, or the 
Virtues, in their excefies, have approached 
too near the confines of Vice, are they 
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therefore to be caft down the precipice f 
Muft BfiAUtY for ever be trampled upon 

in the dirt for one one falfc ftcp? 

And fliall no, one virtue or good quality, 
out of the thoufand the fair penitent may 

have left, (hall not one of them be 

fu£Fercd to ftand by her ? Juft GoD 

of Heaven and earth ! — 

——But thou art merciful, loving, and 
righteous, and lookeH: down with pity 
upon thefe wrongs thy fcrvants do unto 
each other : pardon us, we bcfcech thee, 
for them, and all our tranfgrelFions ; let 
it not be remcmber'd, that we were bre- 
thren of the fame ficQi, the fame feelings 
and infirmities. O my God ! write it 
not down in thy book, that thou madeft 

us merciful after thy own image j that 

thou haft given us a religion fo courteous, 

fo good temper'd, that every 

precept of it carries a balm along with it 
to heal the forcncfs of our natures, and 
fweclen our fpirits, that we might live 
with fuch kind intercourfe in this world, 
as will fit us to exift together in a better. 
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Ji"eKx*8 Behaviour towards Paul, 
examined. 



^ hoped alio, that money JhaaldhaTC been given hba 
of Paul, that he might looTe him, 

A KOBLE object to take up the confider- 
■^^ ation of the Roman governor ! 

" He hoped, that money Jhould have 

peen given him .'"-. for what end ? to en- 
able him to judge betwixt right and 

wrong ! and. From whence was it to 

be Wrung ? frorti the poor fcrip of a dif- 
ciplc of the carpenter's fon, who left no- 
' thing to his followers but poverty and 
fufferings. " 

And was this Felix! the great, tiie 

noble Felix!- Felix the happy! • 

the gallant Felix, who kept Drufilla! 
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——Could he do this? bafc paiEon! 

What canft thou not make us do? 

Let us conlider the whole tranfaftion. 

Paulj m the beginning of this chapter, 
had been accufed before Felix, by Ter- 
tullus, of very grievous crimes,— —of 

being a peftilent fellow a mover of 

feditions, and a profaner of the temple, 

&c. To which accufations, the apoftle 

having liberty from FeliK to reply, he 
makes. his defence fixim the loth to the 
32d verfc to this purport. He (hews him, 
firft, that the whole charge was defti- 
tutc of all proof; which he openly chal- 
lenges them to produce againft him, if 
they had it; — —that, on the contrary, 
he was fo far from being the man Ter- 
tullus had reprefented, that the very prin- 
ciples of the religion with which he then 

flood charged, and which they called 

Hercfy, led him to be the moft unex- 
ceptionable in his conduit, by the con- 
tinual excrcife which it demanded of him, 
of having a confcicnce void of offence at 
all times, both towards God and man; 
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thai corififtcntly with this, his adverfaries 
had 'neither found him in the temple dif- 
puting with any man, , neither raifing up 
the people, neither in the fynagoguc, or 

in the city, for this he appeals to 

themfelves: that it was but twelve 

days fince he came up to Jerufalcm for 

to worlhip : that, during that time» 

when he purified in the temple, he did it 
as became htm, without noife; without 
tumult : this he calls upon the Jews who 
came from Afia, and were cye-witneffes 
of his behaviour, to attcft;— and, in a 
word, he urges the whole defence before 
Felix in fo ftrong a manner, and with 
fuch plain and natural arguments of his 
innocence, as to leave no colour for his 
adverfaries to reply. 

There was, however, ftill one advcr- 

Cary in this court, though filent, yet 

not fatisfied. 

— Spare thy eloquence, Tertullus! roll 
up the charge : a more notable orator 
than thyfclf is rifen up, 'tis Ava- 
rice, and that too in the moft fatal place 
for the prifoncr it could have taken pof* 
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fcffion of,— —'tis in the heart of the mad 

who judges him. 

If Felix believed Paul innocent, and 
3ftcd accordingly — (that is) relcafed him 

without reward, this fubtile advocate 

told him he Would lofc one of the profits 
£)f his employment — and if he acknow- 
ledged the faith of Christ, which Paul 
occaTionally expldned in his defence, — — • 
it told him, he might lofe the employment 

itfelf; fo that notwithftanding the 

cbaraiScr of the apollle appeared (as it 
was) moft fpotlefs, and the fai^ he pro- 
fcffed lb very clear, that as he urged it, 
the heart gave its confent, — y£t» at the 
£mie time, the palhons rebell'd, and fo 

.ftrong an intereft was formed thereby, 
againft the firft imprellions in favour of 
the- man and his caufe, that both were 
diliniffcd ; the one to a more conve- 
nient hearing, which never came j the 
other to the hard(hips of a prifon for two 
whole years, hoping, as the text in- 

. forms us, that money Ihould have been 

given him ; and even at the laft, when 

be left the province, willing to do the 

6 - 
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Jews a pleafure, — that is, — to fervc hi^ 
intereft in another fiiape, with all the qonr 
yiftion upon his mind, that he had donq 
nothing worthy of.bonijs, he, neverthcr 
lefs, left the holy njan bound, ^d conr 
figncd over to the hopelefs profpcd of 
ending his days in the faioe ft^e of coo- 
fiacment| in which he had uBgetucroufly 
left him. 

One would imagine, as covetoufners i^ 
9 vice ;iot naturally cruel i^i itfelf, that 
^here muft: certainly hqve beef} a mixt.i)rv 
pf other motives hi the governor's breaft, 
tp account for a proceeding fo contrary 
to humanity and his own conviflion ; ?jg4 
Cpuld it be of uTe to raife conjc&ures upr 
pn it, there feems but too probably 
grounds for fuch a fi^ofition. It feemf 
that Drufilla, whofe curiofity, upon ft 
double account, had ltd her to heat Faulp 
I — (for Ihe was a daughter of AbrahaCQ 

—as well as of Eve) was a charader 

pfhich might have figured very well even 
in our own times; for, as Jofephus tell^ 
ps, ihe had left the Jew her hulband, and 
without any pretence in their law to ju- 
ftify a divorce, had given herfelf up with- 
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but ceremony to Felix ; for which caufc, 
though She is here called his wife, flic was. 
In rcafon and juftice, the wife of another 
inan, — and confequently lived in an 
open ftatc of adultery. So that when 
Paul, in explaining the fdth of Christ, 
took GCcafion to argue "upon the morality 

of the Gofpel, and urged the eternal 

laws of julticc, the unchangeable obli- 
gations to temperance, of which chaftity 

was a branch, it was fcarce pofllblc to 

frame his difcourfc fo (had he wifhed to 
temporize,) but that either her iniereft or 
her love muft have taken offence : and 
though we do not read, like Felix, that 
Ihe trembled at the account, 'tis yet na- 
tural to imagine flie was aficftcd with 
other paffions, of which the apoftle might 

feel the effcfts and 'twas well he fuf- 

fercd no more, if two fuch violent ene- 
mies as lull and avarice were combined 
againft him. 

But this by the way for as the text 
feems only to acknowledge one of thefc 
motives, it is not our bufinefs to aflign 
the other. 
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^ U abRrryable, that this fame apofile, 
fpcakirig, ia the epiftlc to Timothy, of 
the ill cffeds of this fame ruKng paffion, 
affirms, that it is the root of ^ evil ; sntl 
I make no doubt but the remembrance of 
hH own fuffcriAgs had no ^all &a.it in 
the feverity of, the rcflcdioa.-— -hjfinite 
are the exampips* where the love of mo- 
ncy is only i fiibordinate and minifterm 
paflion, cxercifed for the fupport of feme 
other rites i and 'tb generally found, 
«hen tlherc is-eitber ambiticm, prodigality, 
OF luft, to be fed by it, that it then- rages 
■with the le^ nrfrcy and dlfcrition ; in 
^hich cafe«, ■ ftriAly fpeakihg, it is noc 
(he root of othjer evils, but othei' evilt zct 
the root of it. , . 

This forces me to recal n4ittt Iltarr Jaid 
Ibpon covetotifhefs^ as a' vice not nfttvp" 
rally cruel : it is not apt to rtpreftlit it* 
fdf to our imaginations, at-firit ftgln^ 
under that Idea ; y)t cohfidcr it only a^ a 
mean, vrorthlefi turn of mhid,' incapable 
x>f judging Or doing vfant ia ri^t: bdt 
as it is a yke wtticfa doe^ not always fet 
up for it£elf,'-^o kiraw frvtiy vrhdt W is io 

VOL. Til. O 
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this refped, we mail know what makers 
it ferves}-— "they are many, and of V9t> 

nous cafls and humours, and each one 

lends it fomething of its own complezional 
tint and charader. 

This, I fupporc, may be the caufe that 
there is a greater and more whimfical 
-myftery in the love of money, than in the 
darkeft and moft nonfcnfical [H-oblem that 
ever was pored on. 

Even at the bcft* and when the paflioii 
leems to feek fomething more than itt 
own amufcment,--— there is Itttk ■ 
very little, I fear, to be (aid for its hv- 

inanity. k may be a fport to the mi- 

fer,»— but confider, it muft be death 

and deftru&ton to others.— —The mo- 
ment this fordid humour begins to go- 
vern' — ^farewell all honell and natutal 
affedion! Eu-ewell all he owes to -parents; 

to children^ to friends! how fell: the 

oWgations Tanifh! fee he is' now 

ftrippedofall feelings v4iateTer:—~thc 

fliriU cry- c^ juftice; and- the low W- 

mentation of humble diftrefs, are notea 
equally beyond hi» ccunpaft.— — Eternal 
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God! fee! — he paffcs by one whom thou 
haft juft btiiifcd, without one penfivc re- 

fle^ton: he enters the cabin of the 

widow whofc huiband and child thou haft 

taken to thyfelf, cxz&s his- bond, 

without a figh! — Heaven ! if I am to be 
tempted, — ^let it be by glory,— — by 
ambitlonj-J by fome generous and man- 
ly vice :— if I muft falJ, let it bc.byfomc 
paflion whic& thou haft planted -in my na- 
ture, Wluch Jhall not harden ii^jhearcj but 
leave me room At laft to retread and come 
bacfcto thee! ; " 

It would be tafy here to -add the com- 
mon arguments which reafon offers againft 
this viC6 j btit th«y arc fo well imderftood, 
both in matter and form»^— it is needled. 

I might dte to you what Seneca iayi 
upon it— ^but the misfortune ii,* tbatat 
the fame time he was writing againft 
riches, be was enjoying a great eftate, 
and ufing every means to make Aat oftate 
ftillgreater, 

. Wi^ iiifihite pleaTure might a preacher 
eorkb ins. di^bourfe in this p^ce, by 

4 
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ttcaving into hall the fmart things vhich 
ancient or modern wits bave fud upofi 
the love of tnoneji— he might inform 
jaa, 

— ** That powrty vants fomcitbiDg 
•- ——that covctoufhcfs wantcth all*" 

" Tbat a n^cr can only be laid to 
-4* have -riches, as a tick nun ha^ a fever^ 
** vhich hoidfl and tytanniites over the 
•^ nanj-^^^-^ot he «rvflr iii." 

** That coTetouiiiQlfi i( the Out of tbe 
« fi3ul,->i--^hftlaft wqc'i^ pwt« with." 

*» That nature is content w^h few 
^- diftgey— r^r ^t fiatuM is never &" 
« tk&ed at »11. &c." 
' The refidftipn &f our Saviqua, 7%af 
j/v i^ ^ tntn. ca^iftefh noi in ti$, aimodMnffi 
tf tU thii^ ^^biiih.iH pi^^th, — — .fpeaks 
more tp. the h«»:t,.— -aed the fiuglp hint 
of the QajMh and. what a very narrow .paf- 
&ge ho ba» to go thro^gh, — -has more 
cocrcioa ia i^ th^n ail the fee-^piB pf 
philofophy. 

I Iball endea^oqr theK^oi;e to draw 
fiicl^ odKr .Kflc€l90^ Uvta. t^M piece «f 
6 
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£Lcred biftory, as are applicable to hu- 
man Bfc,— »— and more likely to be of 
Hfe. 

There is nothing generally in which 
onr hap{»nefs and honour are more nearly 
coiuemed, than in forcoing trne notions 
both of men and things j for in propor* 
tion as wc thmli: rightly of themi we ap- 
prove ourfelvca to the vorld,<-^and as wa 
govern ourfelyei by fach judgmente, fo 
v/c fecure our peace and well-being in 
palling through it : the fylfc fteps and 
mifcarriagee hi life, iffuing from a defed! 
in this capital point, are fo many and 
Jhtal, that there can be notUng more iflr 
ftru£tive than an inquiry into the caufes 
of this pcrverfion* which often appears fa 
v«7 grofs in ut* that were you to take ^t 
view of the wortd,-^— fee what notions it 
oitertuns, and by what confidemtions Nf 
is governed, — ^you would fay ef the mtf. 
takes of human judgment, what the pro* 
phet dqes of the foUy of human adion^ 
— f* Thai we vMre wife to do evil. But tq 
** Jf^^ fiiMy, bad no un4fi^aiit^/\ 
03 
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That in many dark and a1?ftraS:ed qaer' 
tions of mere fpeculat'ibn, we (bould er^ 
—is not ftrangc : wc live among myf'- 
tcries and riddles, and almoft every thing 
which contes in our way» in one Hght or- 
other, may be laid to baffle oar under- 

ftandings,- ^yet fcldom, fo as to mif- 

take.in extrcmittes, and take one con- 
trary for another j — ^^tis very rare, for in- 
ftance, that we take the virtue of a plant 
to be hot, when it is extremely cold,— > 
or, that wc' try the experiment o£ opi- 
um, to keep u» wa^g: yet, this wc 

are continually attempting in the conduft 
of life, as well as in the great ends and 
meafures of it. That fuch wrong dctct- 
minations in tis do not arilJc from-^ny de- 
fe6t of judgment inevitably mifleading us 
—would reflcft diflionour upon God ; aa 
if he bad made and Tent men into the 
World on t>urpofe to play the fool. His 
all-bountiful hand made his judgment, 
like his heart, upright ; and the inllances 
<tf his ' lagacity, in odier things, abun- 
dantly donfitm it :. We are led therefore 
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in trourfe to i fuppoficion, that, ia aU 
inconGftent mftances, there is a Tecret 
bla$, tbmehow or other, himg upoo the 
mni, which turns it afide from reafbo 
.9nd truth. 

What this is, if we do not care to fearch 
for it in ouHi^ves, we Ihall find it reg^- 
ftered in this tranraflion of Felix: and 
we may depend that in all wrong judg- 
ments whatever, in fucfa plain cafes as 
this, that the fame e^lanadcui muft be 
given of it, which is given in the tex^ 
-^— namcty, that it is fome felfilh con- 

fideration Ibme fecret dirty cng;^- 

ment with fome little appetite, which 
does us fo much dilhonour. 

The judgments of the more ^intc- 
rcfted wd impartial of us, receive no 
fmati rindure from our afiedions: we 
£enerally confult them in aU doubtful 
points, and it happens well if the matter 
in queftion is not almofl fettled before* 
ihe arbitrator is called into the debate; 
^— but in the more Bagrant inflanccs^ 
where the pallions govern the whole maO) 
'tis melancholy to fee the office to wtiicb 
04 
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feafon, the great prerogativo of his na- 
ture, ia reduced j ferving the lower ap- 
petites ID the diflioneft drudgery of &ad- 
'iag Qut arguments to juftify the preidal 
purfuit. 

. To jui%e i^ltly of our own vortfa, wc 
fiiould retire a httlc from the W(»ld^ to 

fice all its pleafures and puns too, in 

tbdr prc|>er fize and fljn>mfinnit •— . 
this, BO doubt, was the reaTon St. Paul, 
when he intended to conTcrc !FeUx, be? 
gan his difcourfe upon the day of judg- 
ment, OD. purpofc to take the heart oS 
hom ttus vodd and its plcaAures, which 
diflionoyc the underftanding fo as.to turn 
the wifeil of men iota fools, and childreiu 
• If you enlarge yotu abkrvationa upon 
^s plan, you will find where the evil 
Iws which has f1l^)portcd thole defperatc 
opinions, whish have fa long divided the 
Ottiftian worW-^^-aod arc likely to di- 
vide it for ever. 

Confider popery welij you will be cosi- 
xinced, that die trueft definition which 
tsxa be given of it, is,— -That it is a 
pecuniary fyftem, well contrived to ope- 
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rate ufion men's paffions and weakneft^ 
whilit their pockets are o'picking : rut\ 
ibiough all the points of dificrence be- 
tween, us,—- and vhen you-fee, that in 
every one of them, ihcy fcrvc the fame 
end which Folix had in view, either of 
money or power; there is little room left 
to doubt vhencc the cloud ariles i^ch i* 
fpread over the underftanding. 

If this rcafoning is conclufive with re-, 
gard to thofc who merely differ from ua 

in religion, let us try if it will noc 

bold good with regard to thofc who have 
none at all,— or rather, who affeft to treat 
bH perfuafions of it, with ridicule alike. 
Thanks to good fcnfe, good manners, 
pnd a more enlarged knowledge, this bu- 
mour is going down, and fecms to be 
fettling at prefent, chiefly amongft the 
inferior claffes of people— —where it 
is likely to reft ; as for the lowed ranks, 
though they are apt enough to follow the 
modes of their betters, yet are they not 
likely to be Arack with this one, of mak- 
ing m^rry with tbat which is their coiitb- 
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lation ; tbcy are too ferious a fet of poor 

people ever Iwartily to enter into it.— 

Tlicrc is cilough, however, of it in the 
vorld to fay, that this all lacred fylletn, 
which holds the world in harmony and 
peace, is too often the firft obje& that 
the giddy and inconfidcrate make choice 
of to try the temper of their wits upon. 
Now, of the numbers who make this ci- 
pcriment, do you believe that one in a 
thoufand docs it from conviftion,— — or 
from arguments which a courfe of ftudy. 

much cool rcafoning, and a fo- 

ber inquiry into antiquity, and the true 
merits of the qucftion, has furnilhcd hini 
with ?— — The years and way of life of 
the mod forward of thcfc, lead us to 9 
different explanation. 

Religion, which lay? fo many teftraints 
upon us, is a troublcfonie companion tp 
thofc who will lay no reltraints upon thcn)- 

felves ; and for this reafon there i« 

nothing more con^mon be be obferved, 
than that the little arguments and cavils, 
whicU fuch meq have gathered up againft 
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it, in the early part of their lives,— how 
confiderablc foevcr they may have appear- 
ed, when viewed through their paffions 
and prejudices, which give an unnatural 

turn to all objefts, yet, when the edge 

of appetite has been worn down, and the 
heat of the purfuit pretty well over, "-— 
and reafon and judgment have got pof- 
fefiion of their empire • 

• They feldom fwl of bringing the 

loll flieep back to his fold. 

May God bring us all there. Amen. 
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SERMON XX. 
The Prodigal Son* 



And not nanj da;* afcni the jroUnger fan gadwnd all 
be bad- togethgr, and look hi* jeurn^ into m fu 
country. 

T KNOW not whether the remark is to 
■■ our honour or otherwifc, that leflbn$ 
of wifdom have never fuch power over 
lis, as when they arc wrought into the 
heart, through the ground-work of a 
Itory which engages tiie paHions : Is it 
that we are like iron, and ihuft firil be 
heated before we can be wrought upon ? 
or, Is the heart fo in love with deceit, 
that where a true report will not reach it, 
We mufl; cheat it with a fable, in order 
to come at truth? 

Whether this parable of the prodigal 
{for fo it is ufuaUy called)— —is really 



C3.l:.-:ij,CiOOtjlc , 



94 8 E R M O N XX. 

fuch, or built upon (omt ftory known at 
that time in Jerufalem, is not much to 
the purpofc ; it is given us to enlarge 
upon, and turn to the belt moral account 
ve can. 

*< A certdn man, fays Our Satioitr, 
** had two fons, and the younger of them 
** faid to his father. Give me the por- 
** rion of goods which falls to me : and 
** be divided unto them his fubftanCe. 
•* And not many days after the younger 
** fon gathered all together, and took his 
" journey into a far country, arid there 
" wafted his fubftancc with riotous 
** living," 

The account is fliort: the intcrefting 
&nd patheuc paffagcs with which fuch a 
tranIa£tlon would be HccelTarily connei^- 
ed, arc left to be fupplicd by the heart : 

the ftory is filent— — but nature is 

not : much kind advice, and many a 

tender tfxpoftulation, would fall from the 
father's tips, no doubt, upon this oc- 
caflon. 

He would difluade his fon from the 
folly of fo rafli an enterprife, by flicwing 
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him the dangers of the journey, — ; — the 

inexperience of his age, the hazards 

his life, his fortune, his virtue would 
run, 'wittK>ut a guide, without a friend: 
he would tell Iiim of the many fnarcs and 
temptations which he had to avoid, or 

encounter at every flep, the pleafures 

which would folicit him in every luxu- 
rious court,*— the little knowlcdgo he 
couWgain — except that of evil: he would 
fpeak of the feduflions of women, — their 

charms their poifons : what hap- 

lefs indulgences he might give way to, 
when far from rcftraint, and the check of 
giving his father pain. 

The diffuafivc would but inflame liig 

delire. 

He gathers all together.—— 
»^ I fee the pidure of his departure 
.i-the camels and affes loaden with hia 
fabftance, detached on one fide of the 

picce^and already on their way: the 

|)rodtgal fon Itanding on the fore gronnd, 
with a forced fedatenefs, ■ ftruggling 
flgainjft the fluttering movement of joy. 
Open his deliverance from reftraint :• — ~. 
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the elder brother holdiog his handj at if 

unwilling to let it go: the father,- — ^ 

&d moment ! with a firm look, covering 
a prophetic fentiment, '* that all would 
not go well with his childj" — approach- 
ing to embrace him and bid him adieui 
•^^Poor inconfidcrate youth ! From 
whofe arms an thou Sying i From what 
a flieltcr art thou going forth inta the 
ftorm? Act thou weary of a father's af* 
feftion, of a father's care? or, Hopcft 
thou to find a warmer intercft, a truer 
counfcUor, or a kinder friend in a land of 
ftrangers, where youth is made a prey< 
and fo many thoufands are confederated' 
to deceive them, and live by their fpoils? 
We will feek no farther than this idea', 
for the extravagancies by which the pro- 
digal fon added one unhappy example, to 
the number : his fortune wifted— — the 

followers of it fied in courfe, die 

wants of nature remain, the band of 

God gone forth againfi: him, ** for 

when be hadffent all, a mighty famine arofe 
in that country" — Heaven ! have pity up-, 
on the youth} for he is in hunger and 
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diftrefs fltay'd out of the reach of a 

parent, who counts every hour of his ab- 

fcnce with anguilh, cut off from all 

his tender offices, by his folly and 

from relief and charity from others, py 

the calaiility of the tirtles. ^ 

, Nothing fo powerfully calls home the 
mind as diftrefs: the tenfe fibre then re'^ 
laxes, — —the foul retires to itfelf, — s— 
fits penfive and fufccptible of right im- 
prelBons : if we have a friend, 'tis then 
we think of him; if a benefactor, at that 
moment all his kindneffes prefs upon our 
mind. — Gracious and bountiful God! I3 
it not for this that they who in their pro- 
fpetity forget thee, do yet remember and 
teturn to thee in the hour of their for- 
row? When our heart is in heavinefs,' 
upon whom can we think but thee, who 
knoweft our neccffities afar off,— puttcft 
all our teats in thy bottle, — fecft every 
careful thought,— heareft every figh and 
melancholy groan wc utter.— 

Strange ! — that we fliould only begin 
to think of God with comfort, when with 

VOL. VII. H 
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joy and comfort we can think of notlung 

elfc. 

Man furcly is a compound of riddlet 
and contradiiltons : by the law of his na- 
turf he avoids pain, and yet tmlefs "be fibers 
in thefiejh^ he will not ceafefromjm, though 
it is iure to bring pain and mifery upoa 
his head for ever. 

Whilll all went pleafyrably qn with the 
prodigal, we hear not one word concern- 
ing his father no pang of cemorfe for 

the fufferings in which he had kft him, 
or refolution of retnnUng, to make up 
the account of his folly : his firfl: hour o£ 
diftrefs feem'd to be his firft hour of wiC- 

dom: When he came U himfelfi he faidy 

Hew many hired fernianti of my father have_ 
bread enough and to /pare, wbilfi Iperijh / — 
Of all the ;terrors of nature, that of 
one day or other dying by hunger, is the 
grcateft, and it is wifely wove into our 
frame to awaken njan to iaduHry, and 
'call forth his talents; and though wc 
feem to go on qaxelefsly, fporting with it 
as we do with other tprroi?,— yet, he 
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that fees this enemy (alrl^y, and in Uk 
mod frightful ftiape, will need no long 
remonftrance to make him turn out of 
the way to aroid him. 

It was the cafe of the prodigal— —hS 
arofe to go to his father.— 

Alas! How (halt he tell his ftoryf 

Ye who have trod (his round, tell me irt 
what words he ftiall give in to his father) 
the fad Bems of his extravagance and 
fblly? 

-^The feafts and banquets which he 
gave to wdioie cities in the caft, — the cofts 
of Afiatic rarities,- — -and of Afiatic cooks 

to dtefs them, the expences of fmg* 

ing men and fmging women, thti 

flute, the harp, the fackbut, and of till 
kinds of mnfic — the drefs of the Perfiart 
courts, how magnificent! their (laves how 
numerous! — their chariots, their horfes, 
their palaces, their furniture, what im- 
menfc fums they had devoured! — what 
expeiSations from ftrangers of condition! 
what exadions! 

How (hall the youth make bis father 
comprehend, that he was cheated at Da- 

H 3 
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^aTcus by one of the bed men in the 
world; — that he had lent a part of his 
fubllance to a friend at Nineveh, who had 
fled off with it to the Ganges ; — that a 
whore, of Babylon had fwallowed his heft 
pearl, and anointed the whole city with 
his balm of Gilead; — that he had been 
fold by a man of honour for twenty 
ihekels of filver, to a worker in graven 
images i— -that the images he had pur- 
chafed had profited him nothing j — that 
they could not be tranfported acrofs the 
ivildernefs, and had been burnt with fire 
at Shufan; — that the * apes and pea- 
cocks, which he had fenc for from lliar- 
fis, lay dead upon his hands ; and that 
the mummies had not been dead long 
enough, which bad been brought him 
out of Egypt:— —that all had gone 
wrong fmce the day be forfook his Other's 
faoufe. 

Leave the ftory,— — itwill be told 
more concifely.— — ^j&«i be was yet ^ar 
e^ bis father fana bm, CompalSon 

* Vide 2 Chronklti ix. xt. 
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told it in three words— A^ fell upon bis 
neck and kljfed him. 

Great is the power of eloquence ; but 
never is it fo great as when it pleads along 
with nature, and the culprit is a child 
ftrayed from his. duty, and returned to it 
agwn with tears : Gafuifts may fettle the 
point as they will : But what could a 
parent fee more in the account, than the 
natural one, of an ingenuous heart too 
open for the world, — fmittcn with ftrong 
{enlatlons of pteafurcs, and fuffered to 
felly forth unarm'd into the midft of ene- 
mies ftronger than himfelf? 

Gcnerofity forrows as much for the 
overmatched, as Pity herfelf does. 

The idea of a fon fo ruin'd, would 
double the father's careffcs : every effu- 
fion of his tendemefs would add bittcr- 
nels to his fon's remorfe. " Gra- 
cious Heaven ! what a father have I ren- 
dered miferable !" 

And he/aid, I have finned againji beaverif 
and in thy ftght, ^nd am no more wcirthy t9 
he called //^ fpn, 

H 3 
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But the father piid J Brif^ forth the beji 
robe. ••■ 

O ye afffr£lions ! how fondly do you 
yby at crofs-purpofes with each other! 

'Tis. the natural dialogue of true 

tiaoTport : joy is not methodical ; and 
where an ofiendcr, beloved, overcharges 

itfclf in the offence, vwords are too 

cold } and a conciliated heaft replies by 
tokens of efteen), 

Jnd hefaid unto his fervtrnts^ Bring forth 
t}j« bejl robe, and put it on htm : and put 4 
ring on his hand, ana Jhoes on idsfe^t^ and 
bring hither the fatted calf^ and let us eat 
and drink and be merry, 

When the affedions fo kindly break 
loofe, Joy is another name for Religion. 

We lool; up as we taftc it : the cold 
Stoic without, when he hears the dancing 
and the mufic, may aik fullenly (with 
the elder brother) What it means ? and 
irefufe to enter : but the humane and com- 
paiTionate all Sy impetuoufly to the ban> 
quet, given for a /on who was deadandis 
alive again— who was li^ and is ffimd. 
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Gentle fpirits light up the pavHioii with 
a facred fire ; and parental love and filial 
piety lead in the mafl: wilh riot and fcf- 

tivity! Was it not for this that God 

gave man nmfic to ftrike upon the kindly 
paffions ; that Nature taught the feet to 
dance to its movements, and as chief go- 
vcrnefa of the fcaft, poured forth wine 
into the gobletj to crown it with glad- 
nefs ? 

The intention of this parable is fo clear 
from the occafion of it, that it will not 
be neceffary to perplex it with any tedi- 
ous explanation ; it was defigned by way 
of indireS rcmonftrance to the Scribes and 
Pharifces, who animadverted upon our 
Satiour's cpnduft, for entering fo freely 
into conferences with finners, in order to 
reclaim them. To that end, he propofes 
the parable of the flicpherd, who left his 
ninety and nine fiieep that were fafe in 
the fold, to go and feek for one iheep 
that was gone aftray, — telling them in 
other places, that they who were whole 
wanted not a phyfician,— but they that 
were fick : and here, to carry on the f^m? 
H 4 ■ 
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leffon, and to prove how acceptable fijch 
a recovery was;to God, he relates this ac- 
count of the prodigal Ibn and his v/eU 
come reception. 

I know not whether it would be a fub- 
je£t of much edification to convince you 
here, that our Saviour, by the prodigal 
Ton, particularly pointed at thofe who 
v/eTeJianers eftbe Gerttikit and were re- 
covered by divine Grace to repentance ; 
— ^and that by the elder brother, he in- 
tended asmanifeftly the more froward of 
the Jews, who envied their converfion, 
and thought it a kind of wrong to their 
primogeniture, in being made fcibw-hcirs 
with them of the promifes of GpD. 

Thefe ufes have been fo ably fct forth, 
in fo many good fermons upon the pro^ 
digal fon, that I (hall turn afide from them 
9t prefent, ^nd content myfelf with feme 
reiledions upon that fatal paOion which 
led him,^-^and fo many thoufands after 
the example, to gather all be bad together, 
and take his journey into a far country. 

The love of variety, or curiofity of 
C;cing new things, which is the fame, or 
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at Icafl: a fifter paffion to it, fccras 

wove into the frame of every fon and 
daughter of Adam ; we ufually fpcak of' 
it as one of nature's levities, though 
planted within us for the folid purpofes 
of carrying forwards the mind to ^efh 
inquiry and knowledge : drip us of it,' 
the mind (t fear) would doac for ever 
over the prefcnt page } and we fhould all 
of us reft at cafe with fuch objects as prc- 
fcntcd therafelves in the parifti or pro- 
vince where we firft drew breath. 

It is to this fpur which is ever in our 
fides, that we owe the impatience of this 
defire for travelling ; the paffion is no 

way bad, but as others are,— ^in iti 

mifmanagement or excefs; order it 

rightly, the advantages are worth the 

purfuit; the chief of which arc to 

learn the languages, the laws and cuftoms, 
and underftand the government and in- 

terefl: of other nations,. to acquire an 

urbanity and confidence of behaviour, 
and fit the mind more eaiily for convcr- 

fation and difcourfe to take us out of 

tlje company of our aunts and grand- 
mothers, and from the track of nurfery 
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miftakes ; and by {hewing us new ob- 
jefts, op old ones in new lights, to reform 

our judgments by tafting perpetually 

the varieties of nature, to know what is 
good-~— by obfcrving the addrefs and arts 
of men, to conceive what is JiTuere,- ■ ■ 
and by feeing the difference of fo many 

various humours and manners, to 

look into ourfetvct and form our own. 

This is fome part of the cargo we might 
return with j but the impulfe of feeing 
new fights, augmented with that of get- 
ting clear from all leffons both of wif- 
dom and reproof at home— —carries our 
youth too early out, to turn this venture 
to much account ; on the contrary, if the 
fc^ne painted of the prodigal in his tra- 
vels, looks more like a copy than an ori- 
ginal, — will it not be well if fuch an ad- 
venturer, which fo unpromifing a fctting 
out, — without carte, — without compafs, 

. be not caft away for ever,— and may 

he not be faid to efcapc well ^if he re- 
turns to his couptry, only as naked as he 
firft left it i 

But you will fend an able pilot with 
yoar fon— — a fcholar.— — 
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If wifdom can fpeak in no other lan- 
guage but Greek or I+atin, you do 

well or if mathematics will make a 

man a gentleman or natural philo- 

fophy but teach him to make a bow, ■—- 
he may be of fome feivice in introducing 
your Ibn into good focieties, and fupport- 
ing him in them when he has done— — ^ 
but the upfhot will be generally this, that 
in the mofl preHing occafions of addrels 

■ if he is a mere man of reading, the 

unhappy youth will have the tutor tq 
carry,— and not the tutor to carry him. 

But you will avoid this extreme ; he 
fhall be efcorted by one who knows the 
world, not merely from books — but from 

bis own experience : a man who has 

been employed on fuch ferrices, and 
thrice made the tour of Europe, with, 
fuccefst 

That is, without breaking his own^ 

or his pupil's neck ; for if he is fuch 

as my eyes have fcen ! feme broken Swifs 
valet de cbambret — fome general under-, 
taker, who will perform the journey in 
fo many months " if God permit,"— 
piuch kifpwledge will not accrue }-— ^ 
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fome profit atleaft,— he will Icarn the 
amount to a halfpenny, of every ftago 
from Calais to Rome ; he will be car- 
ried to the heft inns, inftrufted where 

there is the beft wine, and fup a livre 
cheaper, than if the youth had been left 
to make the tour and the bargain him- 
fcif, — Look at our governor ! I bcfecch 

you : fee, he is an inch taller, as he 

relates the advantages.— 

And here endeth his pride — his 

knowledge, and his ufc. 

But when your fon gets abroad, he will 
be taken out of his hand, by his fociety 
■with men of rank and letters, with whom 
he will pafs the greateft part of his time. 

Let mc obfervc, in the firft place, — that 
company which is really good, is very 

rare, and very fliy : but you have 

lurmounted this difficulty j and procured 
hfm the beft letters of recommendation 
to the moft eminent and refpeftablc in 
every capital. 

And I anfwer, that he will obtain all 
by them, which courtefy ftriftly'ftanda 
obliged to pay on fuch occafions, but nq 
more. 
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There is nothing in which we are fo 
much deceived, as in the advantages pro- 
pofed from our connexions and dtfcourfe 
with the literati, &c. in foreign parts; 
efpecially if the experiment is made be- 
fore we are matured by years or ftudy. 

Converfation is a trafEck j and if you 
enter into it, without fome ftock of know- 
ledge, to balance the account perpetually 
betwixt you, — the trade drops at once : 

and this is the reafon, however it may 

be boafted to the contrary, why travellers 
have fo little (efpecially good) conver- 
fation with natives, owing to their 

fufpicion,— or perhaps conviftion, that 
there is nothing to be extrafied from the 
converfation of young itinerants, worth 
the trouble of their bad language, — or 
the interruption of their vifits. 

The pain on thefe occafions is ufually 
reciprocal j the confequcnce of which is, 
that the difappointed youth feeks an eafier 
focietyj and as bad company is always 
ready, and ever lying in wait,— the career 
is foon finifhed j and the pocwr prodigal 
returns the fame objeft of pity, with the 
prodigal in the Gofpel. 

6 
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SERMON XXr. 
National Mercies confidered *, 

DBUTER.0NOMV VI. to, II. 
.And when th)' Cin alfcetb thee in time to came, faytni;, 

What racaii the te&imonks, and the Aatuies, and the 
judgments, which die Lard our God hath commanded 
y.ou f then than (halt fay unto thy fon. We were 
Pharaoh'* boodfinen in Egypt, aad the Loiij brought 
ua out of ?gypt with a mighty hand. 

rpHESB are the words which Mofes left 
■*• as a ftanding anfwcr for the children 
of Kracl to give their polterity, who in 
time to come might become ignorant, or 
unmindful of the many and great mercies, 
which God had vouchfafcd to their forc- 
&thers : all wluch had terminated in that 
one of their deliverance out of bondage. 
Though they were direfted to fpeak in 
this manner, each man to his fon, yet one 
cannot fuppofe, that the diredion fhould 
be neceflary for the .next gcncration,-T-for 

* On the Inauguration of hit pnfcnt Mft^iljr, 
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the children of thofc who had been eye-* 
witncffes of God's Providences : it does 
not feem likely that any of them (hould 
arrive to that age of rcalbning, which 
would put 'them upon afhing the fuppofed 
quetlion, and not be, long before-hand, 
inftrudcd in the anfwer. Every parent 
would tell his child the hardflilps of his 
captivity, and the amazing particulars of 
bis deliverance : the ftory was fo uncom- 
inon» fo full of wonder, and with- 
al, the recital of it would ever be a mat- 
ter of fuch tranfport, it could not pof- 

fibly be kept a fccret: the piety and 

gratitude of one generation would anti- 
cipate the curiofity of another j their fona 
would learn the flory with their lan- 
guage. 

This probably nright be the cafe with 
the Grft or fecond race of pcoplei but in 
procefs of time, things might take a dif- 
ferent turn : a long and undifturbed pof- 
fcOion of their liberties might blunt the 
fcnfe of thofe providences of God, which 
had procured them, and fet the remem- 
brance of all his mercies at too great a 
di&uy:c from theii hearts. After they 
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had for fome years been cafed of every 
real burden, an excels of freedom mighc 
make them reiUefs under every ima- 
ginary one^ and amongft others that of 
their religion ; trom thence they might 
feek occafion to inquire into the foitnda- 
tion and fitnefs of its cerenionies, its fta- 
tucesi and, its judgments^ 

They might aft, What meant to many 
commands in matters which to them ap- 
peared indifferent in their own natures? 
What poUcy in ordsuning them? and. 
What obligatibn could there lie upon 
Kalbnable creatures, to comply with a 
multitude of fuch unaccountable injunc- 
tions, fd unworthy th<i wlfdom of Giod? 

Hereafter, poflibly, they might go fur- 
jtber lengths ; and though theit- natural 
bent was generally towards fupcrllitiori, 
yet fome adventurers, as is ever the cafcj 
might lleer for the oppofite coaft, and as 
they advanced might difcover that all r6-> 
ligionsj of what denominations or cbin' 
plexions foever, were alike. That . the 
religion of their own country in particu- 
lar, was a contrivance of the Pricfts and 
TOL, TII. i 
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Lev'ttes,— 4 phantom drefled out in a ter- 
rifying garb of their own making, to 

keep weak minds in fear: that its 

rites and cciemonies, and numbcrlcfs in- 
junftions, were fo many different whccts 
in the fame political engine, put in^ no 
doubt, to amufe the ignorant, and keep 
tbem in fuch a flate of darknefs, as de- 
TOal juggling requires. 

That a< for the moral part of it, though 
it was unexceptionable in itrelf,—- .yet it 
was a piece of intelligence they did not 
ftand in want of; men had natural reafon 
always to bare found, it out,' - —and 
vifdom to have pradifed it, \nthout Mo* 
fes's afSAance.. 

Nay, poffibly, in procefs of time, they 
might arrive at greater improrements in 
religious controverfy— — when they had 
given their fyllem of infidelity all the 
firength it could admit of from reafon, 
they nught begin to embellifh it ^th 
fbme more fprightly conceits and turns 
of ridicule. 

- Some wanton Hi-acEte, when he had 
eaten and was fiiU, might give free fcope 
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and indulgence to this talent: as argu- 
ments and fober reafoning fa'il'd, he might 
turn the edge of his wit againft types and 
fymbols, and treat all the myfteries of 
his religion, and every thing that could 
be faid upon fo ferious a fubjed, with 
raillery and mirth : he might give vent 
to a world of pleafantry upon many fa- 
cred paflages of his law: he might ban- 
ter the golden calf, or the brazen fcrpent, 

with great courage, and confound 

himfelf in the diflinftions of clean and 
unclean bCafts, by the defpcrate lallies of 
his wit againft them. 

He could but pofHbly take one ftep 
further : when the land which flowed with 
milk and honey, had quite worn out the 
impreffions of his yoke, and bleffings be- 
gan to multiply upon his hands, he might 
draw this curious conclufion, that there 
was no Being who was the author and be- 

ftower of them, but that it was their 

own arm, and the mightlnefs of ITraelitim 
llrength, which had put them,, and kept 
them, inpofleffion of fo much happinefs.— 
O Mofes! How would thy meek and 
patient foint have been put to the torture 



I » 
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. by fuch 3L return ? If a propenfity toward* 
fuperllitton in the Ifraelites, did oncC be- 
tray thcc into an excefs of anger, that 
tbou thrcweft the two tables out of thy 
hands, which God had wrote, and care- 
lefsly hazarded'ft the whole treafure of 
the world,— —with what indignation and 
honcfl anguifh wouldfl thou have heard 
the fcoffings of thofc who denied the hand 
which brought them forth, and faid, 
"Who is God, that we fhould obey his 
voice? With what force and vivacity 
wouldfl thou have reproached them with 
the hiftory of their own nation:^— that 
if too free an enjoyment of GoD'is blelT- 
ingG, had made them forget to took back- 
wards, it was neccflary to remind 

them, that their forefiithers were Pha- 
raoh's bondfinen in Egypt, without pro- 
fpe£t of deliverance : that the chains cff 
their captivity had been fixed and rivetted 
.by a luccellion of four hundred and thirty 
years, without the interruption of one 
ftfugglc for their liberty: that after the 
expiration of that hopclefs period, when 
no natural means favoured the event, they 
were fnatchcd almoft againfl: their own 
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wffls, out of the hands of their opprcffow, 
and led through an ocean of dangeri, to 
the poQelEon of a land of plenty : that 
this change in their afisurs was not the- 
pioduce of chance or fortune, — or was it 
proje£led or executed hf any achievement 
or plan of human device, which mijjht 
ibon again be defeated by fuperior ftrcngth 
or policy from without, or from force of 
accidents from within, from change of 
circumftances, humours, and paiOons of 
men, i^ which generally had a fway in 
the rife and fall of kingdoms,-^— but that 
all was brought about by the power and 
goodnefs of God, who law and p;tied the 
;^£tions of a diftreflcd people, 2»i ]ij 
a chain of great and mighty deliverances, 
(pt them free from the yoke of opprellioQ. 
That fmce that miraculous efcape, 9, 
ieries of fucccfles not to be accounted 
for by fixond caufes, and the natural 
courfe of evehtsj had demonftrated not 
only God's providence' in general, but 
his particular providence itnd attachmeiu 
to them — :— that hatibhs " greater and 
nughtier tban they, yrcxc' drivcjQ out b^^ 
13 '■' ' ■ 



C3.l:.-:ij,XitK>'^k* 



n» 8.1 a M 0» XXI. 

fore them, and their lands given to thtffii- 

fbr an cverlaft'mg pofleffion.— — 

lliis was what they fliould teach thea* 
children, and their children's ctuldren af- 
ter them. Happy generations, for 

whom fo joyful a leflbn was prepared! 
happy indeed! had ye at all times known 
to have made the ufe of it, which Mofes 

continually exhorted, of drawit^ n^b 

wtte God with all your hearts^ who bad been 
fi nigh UMtQ, yea. 

And here let us drop ttie argument, at 
it TcfpeAs the Jews, and for a moment 
turn it towards ourfelves : the prefent 
occafion, and the recolle^ion which is 
natiurM upon it, of the many other parts 
(^ this complicated blefling vouchsafed 
tous^ iince we became a nation, maiung 
it hard to defilt from fuch an appU- 
cation. 

I. b^n with the firft in order of time, 
as well as the grej^ft of national delivep^ 
anccs,— our- deliverance irom darkneis 
and idolatry, by the conveyance of the 
light which Piriftianity brought mtb it 
iato BritvD, fo early as in the tife-timc 
6 
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■«f die apoftles themrelvcsj or at &ttbeft« 
aot many years tkfter tbeir death. 

Though this might fecm tl bluffing 
•conveyed and offered to hs in commoa 
withxther parts of the worid* yet when 
jou reflet upon this as a remote comer 

of the earth in refpeft of Judca, its- 

fttuation and inacc^bleoeft as an iflandi 
«-the little that was then known of na- 

■ vigation, of carried on of commerce, 

■ -II t he large tra6t of land which to tbil 
-day remains onballowed with Ac name aS 
Christ, and almoll in 4he tteigbbour- 
^ood of where the &tA glad ^tidiirga of 
jiim were founded-— ^ one /cannot but 
adore the goodnefs xH God, and remark 
a more particular providence in its con- 
veyance and clUbliOiment here, tfiaft 
amongft other nations upon the conti- 
nent, where, though the qipofitioBi 

from error and prejudice were equal, k 
liad not thefe natural impediments to c» 
counter. 

Hiftorians and ftatefmen, who generally 
fearch every where forthe caufes of events 
but in the pleafure of Him who difpoies a£ 
I 4 
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thcmi,may make different reflcfticms upon 
this. They may eonfider it as a matter in- 
cidental, brought to pafs by the fortuitous 
ahibition," fuccefs, and fettlemcnt of the 
Bomans here ; it appearing, that in Clau- 
dius's reign, when Ghriitianity began 
to get footing in Rome, near eighty 
thoufand of that city and people were 
6xed in this ifland : as this made a firec 
communication betwixt the two places, 
the way for the Gofpel was in courfe 
open, and its tranfition from the one to 
the other, natural and caly to be ac- 
counted for,-r— and yet, ncvcrthelefe, 
providential. God often fuffers us to 
purfue the devices of our hearts, whilft 
he turns the courfe of them, like the 
rivers of waters, to bountiful purpofes. 
Thus, he might make that purfuit of 
glory inherent in the Romans, the engine 
to advance his own, and eftablifh it here : 
he might make the wickednefs of the earth 
to work his own rlghtcoufnefs, by fuffer- 
jng them to wander a while beyond their 
proper bounds, till his purpofes were ful- 
^Hed, jnd then put hit hook iatp their nofi 
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trilsj and lead thofc wUdbeafts of ppey 
back again into their own land. 

. Next to this bkffing of the U^t of the 
Gofpei, wemuftnot forget that by which 
it was prcfervcd from the danger of being- 
totally fmothOTMi atid extingwifhed, by that 
tmA fwarm of barbarous nations, irfiidi 
otme down i^jon us from the north, and 
Jhook the wor^d-like a teoipcft ; changing 
names and cuftoms, and language and 
government, and almoft the very face of 
nature, wherever they fixed. TTiat our 
religion ftiould be prefcrved at all, when 
every thing clfe feemed to perifli, which 
was capable of change,— or, that it ftould 
not_be hurt under that m^btyweight of 
ruins, beyond the recovery of its fortner 

beauty and ftrength, the whole caa 

be afcribed to no caufe fo likely as this. 
That the fame power of God which fcnt 
It forth, was prefent to fiipport it— 
when the whole frame of other things 
gave way. 

Next in degree to tbfis mercy of pre- 
fcrving Chrlftianity from an utter cx- 
tinftion — *-we rauft reckon that of being 
enabled to prefcnre, and free it from, cor- 
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ntptioni, which the ruft of timfr,- ■ - 
the abufes of men, and the natural tea- 
dency of all thiogi to degeneracy, which 
are trufted to them, had from time to. 
time introdu^ into it. 

Since the dnj in which tins reformation 
was began, by how many ftrange and 
critical turns has it been perfie6led and 
handed down, if not entirely without ^et 
er wrinkiet'—-st Icaft, without great 
blotches or marks of antKty 1 

Even the blow which was fuffered to 
fall upon it Shortly after, in that period 
where our hiftory looks fo unlike hcrfelf, 
flain'd, Mary, by thee, and disfigured 
with blood*.— can one reflet upoij it, 
without adoring the Providence of God, 
which fo fpeedily fnatched the fword of 
perrecution out of her hand,— making her 
reign as Ihort as it was mercilefs. 

If God then made us, at he did the IT- 
raehtcs, fuck honey out of the rock, and 
loll out of the flinty rock, how much 
more fignal was his mercy in giving them 
to us without money, without price, in 
thofe good days which followed, when a 
long and a wife reign was »» oeceflary to 
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build up OUT church, as a fliort one was 
before to fave it from niins.— 

— — The bleffing vas neceflary,— and 
it was granted.^— 

— God having mukiplied the years of 
that renowned princers to an uncommon 
number, giving her time, as well as a 
heart, to fix a wavering pcrfccutcd people, 
and fettle them upon fuch foundation as 
mull make them happy ;— the touch- 
ftone, by which they arc to be tried, 
, whom God has emrufted with the care 
of kingdoms. 

Bleffcd be thy glorious name for ever 
and ever, in making- that tell fo much 
cafier for the Britifli, than other' princes 
of this earth ; whole fubjeOs, whatever 
other changes they have felt, have fel- 
dom happened upon that of changing 
their mifery, and, it is to be feared, are 
never likely, fo long as they arc kept fo 
ftrongly bound in chains of darknefs,— 
and chains of power. 

From both tbefe kinds of evils, which 
are almoft naturally connefled together, 
How providential was our cfcape.in the 
(iicceedtng reign, when all the choice 
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blood was bcipokf, and preparations 
made to offer it i^ at one facrificc ! 

I would n«t iijt^imx the horrors of 
that black- projcflcd fcftival, with the 
glories of this ; or name the forrows of 
the next reign, which ended in the fub- 
verfion of o)ir conftitution, w^s it. not ne- 
ceffary to purine the thread pf our deli- 
verances through thofe times, and. re- 
mark how nigh Qod's Proyidence was to 
us in th«m bcdh, by proteAing us from 
the one, in as fignal a manner as he re*; 
ftored us from the other. 

Indeed the latter of them might have 
been a joylels matter of remembrance to- 
ns at this dayi had it not been conErmed 
a bleOing by A fucceeding eft^pe, which 
iealed and conveyed it fafc down to us: 
whether ft -^as t^ corre<^ an unduii fenfe 
of fornjer bleffmgs,— of to teach U5 to 
tefled upon the number and value of 
them, by threatening us with the depri- 
vation of them, — we were fnffercd) bow- 
ever to approach the edge of a precipice, 
where, if God had not raifed up a deli- 
yerer to lead us back,— ^ — aH had beett 
bit : -r~Ttbc ^ts of jefuitfy ha^ decoyed 
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US forwards, or if that had failed, we bad 
been pufli'd down by open force, and 
our deftrudion had been inevitable. 

The good confequences of that deli- 
verance arc fuch, that it feemed as if 
God had fuffered our waters, like thofe 
of Bethefda, to be troubled, to make 
them afterwards more healing to us ; fincc 
to the account of that day's blefling, we 
charge the enjoyment of every thing fincc. 
Worth a free man's living for,— —the 
revival of our liberty, our religion, the 

juft rights of our kings, and the juft 

rights of our people, and along with all, 
that happy provifion for their continu- 
ance, for which we are returning thanks 
to God this day. 

Let us do ir, I befecch you, in the 
way which becomes wife men, by pur- 
fuing the intentions of his bleffings, and 
making a better ufe of them than our 
forefathers, who fometimes fcem'd to 

grow weary of their own happinefs: 

let us rather thank God for the good 
Jand which he has given us ; and when 
we begin to profper in it, and have built 
goodly boufest and dwelt therein,—— 
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aifS when our filvcr and our gold is mul- 
tipHed, and all that we have is multi- 
pUcd, let thft inftanccs of our virtue and 
benevolence be multiplied with them, 
that the great and mighty God, who is 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in atl 
bis works, may, in the Ia(t day of ac- 
counting with us, judge us worthy of the 
mercies we have received. 

In vain arc days fct apart to celebrate 
faccefsful occurrences, unlefs they influ- 
ence a nation's morals : a finfiil people 

can never be grateful to God, not 

can they, properly fpeakkig, be loyal to 
their prince ; — they cannot be grateful 
to the one, becaufe they live not under a 

fenfe of his mercies, nor can they be 

loyal to the other, becaufe they difengage 
the Providence of God from taking his 

part, and then giving a heart to hia 

adverferies to be intraaable.— 

And therefore, what was faid by fome 
one. That every fin was a treafon againft 

the foul, may be applied here, TTiat 

every wicked man is a traitor to his king 
and his country. And, whatever ftatcf- 
mcn may write of the canfes of the ri£: 



C3.l:.-:ij,CiOOtjl>J 



SERMON XXI. 117 

and fall of nations ; — for the contrary rea" 
fons, a good man vill ever be found to 
be the beft patriot and the beft fubjed : 
and though an individual may lay. What 
can my righteoufnefs profit a nation of 
men? it may be anfwcred That if it 

fliould foil of a blelGng here, it wilt 

have one advantage at leaft, which is 
this. 

It will fave thy own foul j which may 
God grant. Amen. 
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SERMON XXII. 
The Hiftory of Jacob confidcred. 



CEHISIS XLVII. g. 

And Jacob faid unto Fhaiaoh, (he dajt of the yean of 

mj pilgi'image are an hundred and thirty years : few 

and evil have the daysoftheyearaof my lifebeeii.^~- 



rr^HZRE is not a man in hiftory, •> 
-■■ I pity more than the man who made 

this reply, not becaufc' his days were 

ihort,— — but that they were long enough 
to have crowded into them, fo much evil 
as we iind. 

Of all' the patriarchs, he was the moft 
onhappy : for, 'bating the fcven years he 
fcrvcd Laban for Rachael, " which feemed 
to him but a few days^ for the love he bad 
to her" ftrifce thofe out of the num- 
ber,— -all his other days were forrow; 
and that, not from his faults, but from 
the ambition, the violences, and evil paf- 
fions of others. A large portion of what 

VOL. VII. It ' - 
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man is born to, comes, you'll fay, &oia 
the fame quarter: 'lis true; but ftil!, in 
fome men's lives, there feems a contex- 
ture of mifcry: one evil fo rifes out 

of another, and the whole plan and exe- 
cution of the piece has fo very melan- 
choly an air, that a good-natured man 
{hall not be sAAk ta kiok upon it, but 
with teats on his cheeks. 

I pity this patriarch ftill the more^ bc- 
caufe, from his firft fctting out in life, he 
bad been led inio tai expe^ation c^fuch difr 
ferenit fcenes : be was told» by Ifaac his 
father, that GoJ Jheuid bkfi bim with tkt 
dew^ beofoen^ and thefatnefs of the eartbf 
bnd with plentf ef com atid ^ine ;—~-that 
peopk were toferve him, and nations U bow 
4niM to hints — —that be fimtldhe lord aver 

hit brethren; that bkffed^oas every OHt 

"that bl^ed bim, and cttrjed tvat every att» 
\ifbo curfed him.- 

The fimpficity of youth takes p^omifei 
of fa^^indTs m the fuUeft latttode^-^^-* 
and as thcfc were moreover confirmed to 
tnm by the God of his faUicrs^ on hit 
way to p3d»i-araB,<— -ic womM leave nd 
diftruft of their accompUfiimeat upon his 
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.mitid;r every fair and flattering ob- 

je£l before him, which wore the face of 
joy, he would regard as a portion of his 

blefling;— — he would purUie it, he 

Would grafp a fhadow. 

This, by the way, makes it nccdTary 
to fuppofe, that the bleillngs which were 
conveyed, had a view to bleffings not at^ 
together fuch as a carnal mind would ex.- 
ped ; but that they were in a great mea- 
fure fpiritual, and fuch a^ the prophetic 
ibul of Ifaac had principally before bitn, 
in the comprehenfivc idea of their future - 
and happy eftablifliment, when they were 
no longer to be Grangers and pUgrinu 
upon earth : for in fad:, in the ftri£i and li- 
ter^ fenfe of his father's grants Jaoof* 

enjoyed it not ; and was lb £ttx from be- 
ing a happy man, that in the raoft inte- 
Tclti^g j^Siges ef bis life, be met with 
nothing but dilappoiiUiQents and grievouc 
affli^oDs. 

Let us accompany him from the fuft 
treacherous hour of a mother's ambition ; 
in confequcnce of which, he is driven 
forth fiwA his coamryt add the protec- 
tion i)( his houfe, to feck protedion and 

K 2 
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an eftablilhtnent in the houfe of Labab 

his kinfman. 

In what manner this anfwered his c%- 
pcflations, we find from his own pathetic 
rcmonftrance to Laban, when he had 
purfued him feven days journey, and 

overtook him on Mount Gilead. 1 fee 

him in the door of the tent, with the calm 
courage which innocence gives the op- 
■preifed, thus remonftrating to his father- 
in-law upon the cruelty of his treatment. 

'tbefe twenty yean that I have been with 

thee, thy ewes have not cajl their youngy 

nnd the rams (f ihyjkck have I not eaten. 
That which was torn of beaftt I brought 

not unto thee, 1 bare the loft of it; 

what wasjiolen by day, orjiolen by night, of 
my hands didfi thou require it. "Thus I was: 
in the day the drought confumed me, a?id the 
fre^by night, and my Jleep departed from my 
eyes, 'thus have I been twenty years in thy 
botife:'~^—J ferved thee fourteen years for 
thy two dat^hters, and fix years for thy 
cattle; and thou hafl changed my wages ten 
' times. 

Scarce had he recovered from thcfc 
evils, when the ill coodud and vices of 
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his children wound his foul to death.—— 
Reuben proves incefl:uous,r— Judah adul- 
lerous, — his daughter Dinah is difho- 
noured,^— Simeon and Levi difhonour 

themfelvcs by treachery, two of his 

grandchildren are ftrickcn with fudden 
death, — Rachael his beloved wife pc- 
.rifhcs, and in circumflances which imbit- 

ter'd his lors, his fon Jofcph, a moft 

promifing youth, is torn from him, by 
the envy of his brethren ; and, to dofc 
all, himfelf driven by famine in his old 
age to die amongft the Egyptians, a 
people who held it an abomination to eat 
■bread with ■ him. Unhappy patriarch ! 
well might he fay. That few and evil had 
been bis days: the anfwer, indeed, was ex- 
tended beyond, the monarch's inquiry, 
which was fimply his age ;— — but how 
.could he look back, upon the days of his 
.pilgrimage, without thinking of the for- 
rows which thofe days had brought along 
with them? all. that was more in the an^ 
;fwer than in the demand, was the over- 
flowings of a heart ready to bleed afrelh 
at the recoUedion pf what had befallen, 
K 3 
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- Unwillingly docs the mind digeft the 
evils prepared for it by others;— for thofe 
we prepare ourfelves, — we eat but the 
fruit which we have planted and watered: 
■ — a fliattercd fortune— a {battered frame. 
To we have but the fatisfadiion of fliatter* 
ing them ourfelves, pafs naturally enough 
into the habit, and by the cafe with which 
they arc both done, they iavc the fpcc- 
tator a world of pity : but for thofe like 
Jacob's, brought upon him by the hands 
from which he looked for all hii com- 
forts,— —the avarice of a parent— the 
unkindnefs of a relation, the ingra- 
titude of a child, they arc evils which 

leave a fear ; befides, at they hang 

over the heads of all, and therefore may 

fall upon any; every looker-on has an 

intereft in the tragedy ; but then wc 

are apt to interefl ourfelves no otherwife, 

' than merely as the incidents themfelvcs 

flrikc our pafiions, without carrying the 

leffon further:— in a word— we realize 

nothing: wc figh— wc wipe away the 

iear,— and there ends the ftoryof mifcry, 
and the moral vith it. 
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t-ct us try to do better with this. To 

begin, with the had bias which gave the 

vhole tMrn to the pjitrwrch's life,-— r» 

parental partiality— — or parent^ inju- 

ftice, rit matters not by what title it 

ftands diftjjiguiflied 'tis that, by which 

Rcbckah planted a dagger in JXau's 
bread ; and an eternal terror with it, in 
:h,er own, left ftie fiiould live to be de- 
prived of tlwm both m one day, and 

truft mc, dear Chriftians, whereve^' that 
£qual balance of kindoefs and love, vhich 
.children look up to you for as their na- 
tural right, is no longer maintained — there 
.will daggers ever be planted; thefinjha\l 
Jiitcrally be fet at variance againji hisfatlier^ 
fitidtbe daughter againji her motbtr^ andtl^ 
4aisbter-in-law againfi her mother-in-lawy 
^-Mtd a m>i'i fvf Jh.^ll be tiey of hit own 
ffotffihgjd. 

It was an excellent ordinance, as wdl 
.pf domeftic policy, as of equity, which 
l^Ccs gave upon this -h<;:ad, in the aift 
jof Dei^eronomy. 

ya man have tjvp udiiet, me behuedqn^ 
fM batedt attdtbey have bom htm children^ 
kHh t^ kiovf^ ^ tht k^te4% <fnd'4 tbt 
K 4 
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jirji bam fon be hen that was hated, then it 
Jhall bey when he maketh his fms to inherit 
Ihat which be hath, that he may not make 
the fon tf the beloved, firfi horn, before the 
fon of the bated which is indeed the firfi bom, 
''— — but he Jhall acknowledge the fon of the 
hated for firfi horn, by gtvlr^ him a double 
portion of all that he bath. The evil was 

'well fenced againfl for 'tis one of 

thofe which fteals in upon the heart with 
the affeflions, and courts the parent un- 
der fo fweet a form, that thoufands have 
been betrayed by the very virtues which 
fliould have preferved them. Nature tells 
the parent, there can be no error on the 

fide of affeftion ; -but we forget, when 

Nature pleads for one, Ihe pleads for 
every child alike, — -and, why is not 
her voice to be heard ? Solomon lays, 
Pppreffion will make a wife man mad, 
'— — -What will it do then td a tender and 
ingenuous heart, which feels itfelf ne- 

glefl:ed, too full of reverence for the 

.author of its wyongs to complain? — — 
fee, it fits down in iilence, robbed by 
difcouragcments, of all its natural ■pow'ers 
to pleafe, — born to fee others loaded with 
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carcfles In fome uncheery corner it 

nourifiiea its difcontcnt, and with a 

weight upon its fpirits, which its little 
ftock of fortitude is not able to withftand, 

it droops, and pines away. Sad 

ViSim of Caprice ! 

We are unaToidahly led here into a re- 
fle^^ion upon Jacob's condud in regard 
to his fon Jofcph, which no way corre- 
fponded with the leCbn of wifdom which 
the miferics of his own family might 
have taught ' him : furely his eyes had 
feen forrow fufficicnt on that fcore, to 
have taken warning : and yet we find, 
that he fell into the fame fnarc of par- 
tiality to that, child in his old age, which 
his mother Rebekah had Ihewn to him 

in hers, for Ifrael hved Jofeph more 

than all his children; becaufe he was the fon 
^ hit old agiy and he made him a coat of 

rmrty colours. O Ifrael! where was that 

prophetic fpirit which darted itrdf into 
future times, and told each tribe what 

was to be its fate ? Where was it Bed, 

that it could not aid thee to look fo little 
a way forwards, as to behold ibis coat of 
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maiFf eolaurs, ft^uned with blood? Whjr 
were the tender emotions of a. parent's 
anguiQi hid from thy eyes ?— ^and. 
Why is every thing? — -r^hyt thv -fe 
plcafes Heaven to give us no more light 
in our way, than will leave virtue in pof- 
feifioii of itSTCcompence.--*— 

— ■ — Grant me, gracious God ! to go 
cheerfully on, the road whidi thou haft 
marked out j — i — I wifli it neither mwe 
wid<^ nor more fmooth :— — r-continyc jthp 
light of this dim taper thou h# put into 
my hands :: — -I will kneel upc^i th? 
ground fevcn times a day, to feck the 
bcft track I can with it— —^4 having 
done that, I will' truft my&l^ apd thf 
iffuc of my journey to thee, who art th? 

fountain of joy, and will fing fongs 

of comfort as I go along. 

Let us proceed to the fecond gK£at opr 

currence in the patriarch's life Tlic 

impolition of a wife upon him, which he 
neither bargain*d for or loved.— »-^j^i«^ ii 
came to pafi in the morrmtgi behold it was, 
Leah.' and be/aid ioiio LabaXy H^bat is ibis 
that thiu hafi doae unto me f Did J not/*n4 
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thee far Rachaelf Wherefore then hajltbou 
beguiled me? 

This indeed is out of the fyftcm of all 

conjugal impofitions now, but the 

moral of it is ftill good ; and theabufe 
with the fame complaint of Jacob's upon 
it, will ever bo repeated, fo long as art 
and artifice are fo bufy as they arc in thcfc 
aflFairs. 

Liften, I pray yog, to the ftories of 
the difappointed in marriage ;-t — coUea 
all their complaints : hear their mu- 
tual reproaches ; upon what fatal hinge 
do the greateft part of them torn ? — 
•* They were miftaken in the perfon."— 
Some difguife either of body or mind is 
fcen through in the firft domeftic fcuffle j 

. fome fair ornament' perhaps the 

very one which won the heart the or' 

nament of a meek and quiet fpirit-, falls off"; 

It is not the Rachael for -whom I have 

fcrved^ IFhy baji thou then he^iled me ? 

Be open be honeft : give yourfelf 

for what you are ; conceal nothing- 

varnifli oothing, and if thefe fair 

weapons will not do, better not con- 
quer at all, than conquer for a day: 
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—when the night is paffed, 'twill ever 

be the fame ftory, Jnd it came to pafsy 

behold it wot Leah! 

If the heart beguiles itfelf in its choice, 
and imagination will give excellencies 
which are not the portion of flefti and 
blood :— — when the dream is over, and 
we awake in the morning, it matters 
little whether 'tis Rachael or Leah,— ■ 
be the objed what it will, as it muft be 
on the earthly fide, at leaft, of pcrfeftion, 
—it will fall fliort of the work of fancy, 
whofe exiftence is in the clouds. 

In fuch cafes of deception, let not man 
exclaim as Jacob does in his, — What is it 
ihou bajl doTie unto me ?— — for 'tis his own 
doings, and he has nothing to lay his fault 
on, but the heat and poetic indifcretion 
of his own paffions, 

I know not whether 'tis of any ufe to 
take notice of this fingularity in the pa- 
triarch's life, in regard to the wrong he 
received from Laban, which was the very 
wrong he had done before to his father 
Ifaac, when the infirmities of old age 
had difabled him from diftinguiibing one 
child from another : Jrt tbou my veryftm 
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Efau? and he fa'id^ I am, 'Tis doubtful 
whether Leah's veracity was put to the 
fame teft, — but both fuffered frotn a fimi- 
litude of ftratagem ; and 'tis h&rd to fay, 
whether the anguifti, from crofs'd love, 
in the brcaft of one brother, might not 
be as fore a punifhment, as the difquie- 
tudes of crofs'd ambition and vevenge, in 
the brcaft of the other. 

I do not fee which way the honour of 
Providence is concerned in repaying us 

cxaOJy in our own coin, or, why a 

man fhould fall into that very pit (and 
no other), which he has graven and digged 
•for another man : time and chance may 
bring fuch incidents about, and there 
wants nothing, but that Jacob (hould 
have been a bad man, to have made this 
a common-place text for fuch a doflrine, 
. It is enough forus, that the bell way 
to cfcape evB, is, in general, not to com- 
mit it ourfclves ^nd that whenever 

the paffions of mankind will order it 
otherwife, to rob thofe, at leaft, who love 
Judgments, of the triumph of finding it 
out,' That eur travail has returned upon 
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our heads, and our luoltnt dealings upon ottr 
own fates. 

I cannot conclude this difcourfe, with* 
out returning firft: to the part with which 

it fet out ; the patriarch's account to 

the king of Egypt, of the fiiortnefs and 
Hiifery of his days :— ^give me leave to 
bring this home to us, by a fingle reflec- 
tion upon each. 

There is fomething (Irangc in it that 

life (hould appear fo ftiort intbegrofs 

and yet fo long in the detail, Miicry may 
make it fo, you'll fay — but we will ex- 
clude it, and ftlll you'll find, though 

we all complain of the fliortnefs of life, 
what numbers there are who fcem quite 
ovcrftocked with the days and hours of . 
it^ and are continually fending out into 
the highway and flreets of the qity, to 
compel guefts to come in, and tak^ it off 
their hands : to do this with ingenuity 
and forecaft, is not one of the leaft arts 
and bufinefs of life itfelf ; and they who 
cannot fuCcced in it, carry- as many matk^ 
vf diftrefs about them, as lankruptcy 
herfelf couM wear. Be as catclcfs- as-we 



C3.l:.-:ij,CiOOtjlc 



S i R M O N. XXII. 1^5 

rtiay, vtt fliall ttot always havft the ftower, 
— ■ — nor fliiiH «c always be in a temper- 
ft) Jet the accottht run thus. When the 
blood ii ctKJl'd, and the fpirits, which 
have huWfcd uir ont hrough half our days, 
before we hare numbered one of them, 
are beginnmg to retire ;— then wifdom 
will preft a wiotflent to be heard,— afflic- 
tions or a bed of ficknefs WiB find their 
hours of perfuafion,-^— ahd, ftjouJdthey 
fail, there is fomething y« bebindi— — - 
old age wiH overtake us at the lad, and 
with its trembling hamd hold up the glafs 

to us, as *t did ufito the patriarth. 

Dear ihconfidrtate Cfef ittiaris ! Wait 

not, I befireth you, tiH then; — tata; a 
view of your life wow ;---^ look back, 
behold this fair fptcc capable of fuch 
hearttdy iffiprOTe(nentS-*«*»-.aB fcTEtwiM 
over -and defaced with——*-! Wint wofds 
to fay, with what^-^-^for I thinlc only of 
flie reiSeffioni with wMfll'^^ou are to fup- 
port yourfclres, in the decline of a life fo 
iiiiferably caft away, fhould it happen, 
as it often dots, that ye have ftood idle 
untd the 'efcvenA hout, and have dl the 
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work of the day to perform whea -ntght. 
comes on, and no one can work. 

2dly. As to the evil of the days of the 

years of our pilgrimage fpeculation 

and fait appear at variance again. 

We agree with the patriarch, that the life 
gf man is miferable ; and yet the world. 

looks happy enough' and every thing 

tolerably at its eafe. It mulh be noted 
indeed, that the patriarch, in this ac- 
count, fpeaks merely his prefcnt feelings, 
and Teems rather to be giving a hiftory of 
bis fuiferings, than a fyftem of them, in 
contradidion to that of the God of Love. 
Look upon the world he has given us, 
— ^obfcrve the riches and plenty which 
flows in every channel, not only to fatisfy 

the defircs of the temperate, but of 

the fanciful and wanton— —every place 
is almolt a paradife, planted when nature 
was in her gayefl: humour. 

——Every th/^ has two views. Ja- 
cob, and Job, and Solomon, gave one 

fe£Hon of the globe, and this repre- 

lentation another :_-truth lieth betwixt 
^-or rather» good and evil are mixed up 
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together; which of the two preponde- 
rates, is beyond our enquiry; but, I 

truft— it is the good: firft. As it ren- 
ders the Creator of the world more dear 
and venerable to me ; and, fecondly, Be- 
caufe I will not fuppofe, that a work in- 
tended to exalt his glory, (hould Aand in 
want of apolo^es. 

Whatever is the proportion of mifery 
in this world, it is certain, that it can be 
no duty of religion to incrcafe the com- 

plabit, or to affed the praife which 

the Jefuits' college of Granado gave of 
their SancbeZf——Tha.t though he liveU 
where there was a very fweet garden, yet 
was never feen to touch a flower ; and 
that he would rather die than eat fait or 
pepper, or aught that might give a reliih 
to his meat. 

I pity the men whofe natural plcafures 
arc burdens, and who fly from joy (as 
thefe fplenetic and morofe fouls do), as if 
it was really an evil in iti'elf. 

If there is anlvilin this world, 'tis for* 

row and heavinefs of heart. The lofs 

of goods, of health, of coronets 

and mitres, are only evil, as theypccafion 
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forfow;— take that out the reft Fs 

fancy, and dwelleth only in the head of 

man. 

Poor unfortunate creature that he is! 
as if the caufes of anguifh in the heart 
were not enow—— but he muft fill up the 
ftieafure with thofe of caprice; and not 

only walk in a vain Ihadow, but dif- 

quiet hirafclf in vain too. 

We arc a reftlefs fet of beings ; and as 
■we are likely to continue lb to the end of 

the world, the bed we can do in it, is 

to make the fame ufe of this part of our 
charafter, which wife men do of other 

bad propenfities when they find they 

cannot conquer them, they endea- 
vour, at leaft, to divert them into good 
channels. 

If therefore wc muft be a folicitoiis 
race of felf-tormentors, — let us drop the 
common objefts which make us fo, — aod 
for God's fake be folicitous only to live 
well. . 
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the Parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus confidered. 



And be iaij unto lu'm, If they hew not Mofes and (he 
prophets, neither will thej be perluaded, though one 
Aould rife from die dead. 

rpijESE words are the conclUfion of the 
■*■ parable oif the rich man and Lazarus j 
the defign of which was to Ihcw us the 
neceffity of conducing ourfelves, by fuch 
lights as God had been plcafed to give 
us: the fenfc and meaning of the patri- 
arch's final determination in the text be- 
ing this, That they who will not be per- 
fuaded to anfwer the great purpofea of 
their being, upon fuch arguments as are 
offered to them in Scripture^ will never 
be perfuaded to It by any other means, 
how extraordinary foever j — If they hear 
not Mofes and the fropheiSt luither •will thej 
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be perftiadedt though one fiiould rife from the 

dead 

Rile from the dead! Towhatpur- 

J>ofc? What could fuch a mcflengcr pro- 
pofe or urge, which had not been pro- 
pofed and urged already ? the novehy or 
iurprifc of fuch a vifit might awaken the 
attention of a curious unthinking people, 
who fpent their time in nothing eife, but 
to hear and tell feme new thing; but ere 
the wonder was well over, fomc new won- 
der would dart up in its room, and then 
the man might return to the dead from 
whence he came, and not a foul make 
one enquiry about him. 

—This, I fear, would be the con- 
clufion of the a&ir. But to bring this 
matter ftill clofer to us, let us imagine, if 
there is nothing unworthy in it, that Goo, 
in compliance with a curious world,- " - 
or from a better motive,— —in compaf- 
fion to a fmful one, fliould vouchfafe to 
fend one from the dead, to call home our 
confcience and make us better dhriftians^ 
better citizens, better men, and better fer- 
vants to Gou than what we are. 
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Now bear with mc, I befeech you, in 
framing fuch an addrcfs, as I imagine, 
woirid be moft likely to gain our atten- 
tion, and conciliate the heart to what he 
had to fay : the great channel to it is In- 
tercft, and there he would fct out- 
He might tell us (after the moft indis- 
putable credentials of whom he fcrved). 
That he was come a meffcnger from the 
great God of Heaven, with reiterated 
propofals, whereby much was to be grant- 
ed us on his fide, and fomcthing to 

be parted with on ours : but that, not to 

alarm us, 'twas neither houfes, nor 

land, nor poffeflions j — 'twas neither wives, 
or children, or brethren, or fifters, which 

we had to forlakc ; no one rational 

pleafurc to be given upj no natural 

endearment to be torn from- ■ ■ ■ 

In a word, he would tell us, Wc 

had nothing to part with - -but what was 

not for our interells'to keep and that 

was our Vices ) which brought death and 
mifcry to our doors. 

He would go on, and prove it by a 
thoufand arguments, that to be temperate 
and challc, and jult and peaceable, and 
>■ 3 
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charitable and kind to one anotber— n-i 
was only doing that for Christ's fake, 
which was (noft fpr our own; and that 
were we ip a capacity of capitulating with 
God upon what terms we would fubmit 
to his government,— he would convince 
us, 'twpuld be impollible for the wit of 
man to frame any propofals more for our 
prcfent inlerefts, than to leadan uncorrupted 
life —" - to do the thing whi^h is lawful and 
right, and lay fuch reftraints upon our 
appetites as are for the honour of human 
nature, and the refinement of human hap- 
pinefs. 

"When this point was made out, and 
the alarms from intereft got over, " 
the fpe£lre might addrefs himCelf to the 

other paffions In doing this he could 

but give us the mofl engaging ideas of 

the perfeSions of God, or could he 

do, more, than imprefs the moft awful 

ones, of his majefty and pqwer: he 

might remind us, that \vc are creatures 
but of a day, haftening to the place from 
whence wc fliall npt return j— that du- 
ring our ftay, we flood accountable to. 
this Being, who, though rich in mercies. 
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——yet was terrible in his judgments; 

1 that he took notice of ail our aftiona j 

that he was about our paths, and 

about our beds, and fpied out all our 
ways; and was fo pure in his nature, that 
he would punilh even the wicked imagi- 
nations of the heart, and had appointed a 
day, wherein he would enter into this in- 
qyiry. — . 

He might add — 

But what ? with all the eloquence of 

an infpired tongue. What could he add 
or fay to us, which has not been faid be- 
fore ? The experiment has been tried a 
thoqfand times upon the hopes and fears, 
the reafons and paflions of men, by all 
the powers of nature— —the applications 
of which have been fii great, and the va- 
riety of addreffes fo unanfwerable, that 
there is not a greater paradox in the world, 
than that fo good a religion fliould be no 
better recommended by its profeffors. 

The fa^^ is, mankind are not always in 

a humour to be convinced, — and fo long 

as the pre-cngagement with our paffions 

fubfifls, ii is not argumentatiffli which c»ii 

(.4 
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do the bufincfsf — wc may amufc onr- 
felves with the ceremony of the operation, 
but we reafon not with the proper facuhy, 
when wc fee every thing in the fliape and 
colouring, in which the -treachery of the 
fenfes paints it : and indeed, were we only 
to look into the world, and obferve how 
inclinable men are to defend evil, as well 

as to commit it, one would think, at 

firft fighi, they believed, that all dif- 
courfcs of religion and virtue were mere 
matters of fpeculation, for men to enter-^ 
tain fome idle hours with ; and conclude 
very naturally, that we feemed to be 
agreed in no one thing, but fpcaking well, 
—and aftlng ill. But the trueft com- 
ment is in the text, — If they bear not 
Mofes and the prophets^ &c. 

If they are not brought over to the in- 
terefts of religion upon fuch difcoveries 

as God has made or has enabled them 

to make, they will ftand out againft all 

evidence: in vain ftiall one rife for 

their conviftion ;— ^-was the earth to give 
up her dead — 'twould be the fame ; 
every man would return again to his 
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courfe, and the fame bad padons would 
produce the fame bad aftlons to the end 
of the world. 

This is the principal leflbn of the pa- 
rable ; but I muft enlarge upon the whole 

of it becaufe it has ferae other ufeful 

Icffons, and they will beft prefcnt them- 
felves to us as we go along. 

In this parable, which is one of the 
moH remarkable in the Gofpel, our Sa- 
viour reprefcnts a fccne, in which, by a 
kind of contraft, two of the moft oppofitc 
conditions thai could be brought together 
from human, life, arc pafs'd before our 
imaginations. 

The one, a man exalted above the level 
of mankind, to the higheft pinnacle of 

prorpcrity, to riches to happincfs 

. 1 fay, bappinejsy in compli- 
ance with the world, and on a fuppo- 
fition, that the poffeflion of riches muft 
make us happy, when the very purfuit of 
them fo warms our imagination, that we 
flake both body and foul upon the event, 
as if they were things not to be purchafed 
at too dear a rate. They arc the wages 

pf wifdom, as well as of folly. ■ 

"Vyiiateyer was the cafe here, is beyond 

:.,„.=,-,Cno<ik 
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the purport of the parable the Script 

ture is filent, and fo fhould we ; it marks 
only his outward condition, by the com- 
mon appendages of it, in the two great 

artkfcs of Vanity and Appetite; to 

gratify the one, he was clothed in purple 

and fine linen: to fatisfy the other, 

fared fumptuoufly every day; an<i 

upon every thing too we'll fuppofe, 

that chmates could 'furnilh that lux- 

ury could invent, or the hand of fcicncc 
Could torture, 

■ Clofe by his gates Is reprefentecl an ob- 
jfeft whom Providence might fcem to 
Ifavc placed there, to cure the pride of 
man, and ftiew hiin to what wretched- 
nefe his condition might be brought : a 
creature in all the ftiipwreck of nature, 

-i helplefs, undone, irj want of 

firiends, in want of health,-^ and in 

.. want of every thing with them which his 
diftreffes called for. 

In this ftate he is defcribcd as defiring 
to be fed with the crumbs which fell froui 
the rich man's table ; and though the cafe 
is not exprefsly put, that he was refufed 
yet as the contrary is not affirmed in thp 
Jiift-orical part of the parable, Qf 
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pleaded after by the other, that he llicned' 
mercy to the ihiferable, we may conclude 
his requcft was imfucccfsful^— like too 
many others in the world, either lb high. 
lifted up in it, that they cannot lopk down 
diftiniftly enough upon the fufferings of; 

their fellow-creatures, -or by long furr 

ff iting in a continual courfe of banquet!^: 
and good cheer, tbey forget there is fuch, 
a diftc^per as hiinger, in the catalogue 
of human infirmities. 

Overcharged with this, and perhaps a 
thoufand unpitied wants in a pilgrimage 
through an inhofpit^ble world, fhe poor 
man finks filcntly under his burden.—- 
But, good God ! whence i? this ? Why. 
doit thou fuffer thefe hardships in a world 
which thou haft made f Is it fqr thy ho-: 
Bour, thac one man Ihould eat the bread 
of futnefs, and fo many of his own ftocb; 

and lineage eat the bread of forrow ? s 

That this man fhould go clad in purple, 
and have all his paths ftrewcd with rofe- 
l^uds of delight, whilll fa many mourn- 
ful paflengers go heavily along, and pafv 
%^is gates, hanging down their hesds^ 
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Is it for thy glory, O God ! that fo lafge 

a ihadc of mifery fhould be fpread acrofs 

thy works : or. Is it that we fee but 

a part of them? When the great chaia 
at length is let down, and all that has 
held the two worlds in harmony is fccn ; 
——when the dawn of that day ap- 
proaches, in which all the diftrefsful in- 
ddcnts of this drama (hall be unravell'd ; 
when every man's cafe (hall be re- 

confidered, then wilt thou be fully 

juftified in all thy ways, and every mouth 
ihall be flopped. 

After a long day of mercy mifpcnt in 
riot and uncharitablenefs, the rich man 

died al/o: the parable adds, — and was 

buried: Buried no doubt in triumph, 

with all the ill-timed pride of funerals, 
and empty decorations, which worldly 
folly is apt to prpftitute upon thofc oc- 
eafions. 

But this was the laft vain (how ; the 
utter conclufion of all his epicurean gran- 
deur i — r-the next is a fcene of horror, 
where he is reprefented by our Saviour, 
in a (tace of the utmoft mifery, from 
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-whence he is fuppofcd to lift up his eyes 
towards heaven, and cry to the patriarch 
Abraham for mercy. 

And Abraham- faidi Son^ remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedji thy ^lod 
things. 

That he had received bis good 

things, *twas from heaven, and 

could be no reproach : with what feverity 
foever the Scripture fpeaks againll riches, 
it does not appear, that the living or 
faring fumptuoufly every day, was the 
crime objefted to the rich man ; or that 
it is a real part of a vicious character: 
the cafe might be then, as now : his qua- 
lity and ftation in the world might be 
fuppofcd to be fuch, as not only to have 
juftified his doing this, but, in general, 
to have required it -without any imputa- 
tion of doing wrong ; for differences of 
ftations there muft be in the world, which 
muft be fupported by fuch marks of dif- 
tinftion as cuftom impofcs. . The exceed- 
ing great plenty and m^gnihcence, in 
which Solomon is defcribcd to have lived,, 
who had ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen 
out of the paftures, and a hundred ihecp. 
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befidcs harts and roe-bucks, and faJidi* 
deer and fatted fowl, with thirty mci- 
furcs of fine flour, and three-fcore mea- 
fures of meal, for the daily provifion of 

his table j all this is not laid to hirri 

as a fin, but rather remarked as an in- 

ftance of God's blefling to him ; and 

whenever thefe things are othcrwife, 'tis 
from a wafteful and diflioneft pcrvcrfion 
of them to pernicious ends, and oft- 
times, to the very oppofite ones for which 
they were granted,— — to glad the hearty 
to open it, and render it more hind. 

And this feems to have been the fnare 
the rich man had fallen into — and pof- 

fibly, had he fared lefs fumptuoufly, ^ 

he might have had piore cool hours for 
reflexion, and been better difpofcd to 
have conceived an idea of want, and to 
have felt compaflion for it. 

Jnd Abraham /aid. Son, remember that 
fbou in thy lifetime recei-uedfl thy good 
things^ and likewife Lazarus evil things, 
Remember ! fad fubjea: of recollec- 
tion ! that a man has paflcd through this 
world with all- theblefGngs and advan- 
tages of it, on his fide,— —favoured by 
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Gop Almighty with riches befriended 

by his fellow-creatures in the means of 

acquiring them, alHfted every hour 

by the fociety of which he is a member, 
in the enjoyment of them — to remember, 
how much he has received,— —how little 

he has beftowed, that he has been no 

man*s friend, — no one's proteftor, ■ ■ 
no one's benefafl:or, bleffed God ! — 

Thus begging in vain for himfelf, he 
is reprefented at laft as interceding for 
his brethren, that Lazarus might be fent 
to them to give them warning, and favc 
them from the ruin which he had fallen 
into \~-^They have Mofes and the prophets^ 

was the anfwer of the patriarch, let 

them hear them ; but the unhappy man is 
reprefented, as difcontcntcd with it ; and 
flill perfifting in his requcft, and urging, 
■^Nay, father Mraham, but if arte went 
from the dead^ they wotdd repent. 

He thought fo but Abraham 

knew otherwife:— — And the grounds of 
the determination, I have explained al- 
ready, fo fliall proceed to draw fomo 

other concluiions and Icfibns from the 
parable. 
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And firft, our Saviour might further 
intend to difcover to us by it, the dangers 
to which great riches naturally expofe 
mankind, agreeably to what is elfewliere 
declared, how hardly fiiall they who have 
them, enter into the kingdom of Heaven. 

The truth is, they are often too dan- 
gerous a blcifing for God to truft us 
with, or we to manage : they furround 
us at all times with eafe, with nonfenfe, 
with flattery, and falfc friends, with which 
thoufands and ten thou&nds have perill- 
ed: they are apt to muUiply our 

faults, and treacheroufly to conceal them 
from us ; ■• -they hourly adminifter to 

our temptations } and neither allow 

us time to examine our foults, or humi- 
lity to repent of them :•— nay, what is 
ftrange, do they not often tempt men 
even to covetoufnefs ? and though amidlt 
all the ill offices which riches do us, one 
would Icaft fufpeft this vice, but rather 
think, the one a cure for the other ; yet 
fo it is, that many a man contrads his 
fpirits upon the enlargement of his for- 
tune, and is the more empty for being 
fiiU. 5 
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But there is lefs need to preach againft 
this: we fcem all to be haftening to the 
oppofite extreme of luzury and expencc: 
wc generally content ourfclves with the 
folution of it; and fay, 'Tis a natural 
confequcnce of trade and riches — and 
there it ends. 

By the way, I affirm, there is a miflake 
in the account; and that it is not riches 
which" are the caufe of luxury, — but the 
corrupt calculation of the world, in mak- 
ing riches the balance for honour, for 
virtue, and for every thing that is great 
and good, which goads fo many thou- 
fands on with an affedatlon of pofleUing 

more than they have, and confe- 

quently of engaging in a fyftem of ex- 
pences they cannot fupport. 

In one word, 'tis the neceflity oi appear- 
ing to be fomebody, in order to be fo — . 
which ruins the world. 

This leads us to another Icffon in the 
parable, concerning the true ufe and ap- 
plication of riches; we may be fure from 
the treatment of the rich man, that he 
did not employ thofe talents as God ii;* 
tended.—— 

VOL. VII, M 
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How God did intend them, — may as 
well be known from an appeal to your 
own hearts, and the infcription you Oiall 
read there, — ^as from any chapter and 
verfe I might cite upon the fubjcft. Let 
us then for a moment, my dear audi- 
' tors! turn our eyes that way, and con-' 
fider the traces which even the moft in- 
fenfible man may have proof of, from 
what he may perceive fpringing up within 
him from fome cafual aft of generofity; 
and though this is a pleafure which pro- 
perly belongs to the good, yet let him 

try the experiment ; let him comfort 

the captive, or cover the naked with a 
garment, and he will feel what is meant 
by that moral delight arifing in the mind 
from the confcience of a humane aftion. 

But to know it right, we muft call 

upon the compaflionate ; Cruelty gives 

evidence unwillingly, and feels the plca- 
fure but imperfeflly; for this, like all 
other pleafures, is of a relative nature, 
and confequently the enjoyment of it 
requires fome qualification in the faculty, 
as much as the enjoyment of any other 
good does: — there muft be fomething 
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antecedent in the difpofition and temper 

which will render that good, a good 

to that individual ; otherwife, though 'tis 

true it may be poffeffed, yet it never 

can be enjoyed. 

Confidcr how difficult you will find it 
to convince a miferly heart, that any 
thing is goodj which is not profitable; or 
a libertine one, that any thing is bad, 
which is pleafant. 

Preach to a. voluptuary, who has mo- 
deil'd both mind and body to no other 
happincfs but good eating and drinking, 

bid him tajie and fee how goodGodis: 

there is not an invitation in all nature 

would confound him like it. 

In a word, a man's mind mud be like 
your propofition, before it can be relilh- 
cd ; and 'tis the refemblance between 
them, which brings over his judgment, 
and makes him an evidence on your 
fide. 

*Tis therefore not to the cruel, 'tis 

to the merciful ; tothofc who rejoice 

with thofe that rejoice, and weep with 

them that weep,—- — that we make this 

K % 
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appeal: 'tis to the generous, the kind, 

the humane, that I am now to tell the 
fad * ftory of the fatherlefs, and of him 
who hath no helper, and befpcak your 
almfgiving in behalf of thofe, who know 
HOC how to alk for it themfelves. 

■ What can I fay more ? it is a 

fubjeft on which I cannot inform your 

judgment, and in fuch an audience, 

I would not prefume to praflife upon your 
paHions : let it fuffice to fay, that they 
whom God hath bleffed with the means, 
I ■ and for whom he has done more, in 
blcifing them likewife with a difpofition, — 
have abundant reafon to be thankful to 
him, as the author of every good gift, 
for the meafurc he hath beftowed to them 
of both : 'tis the refuge againfl: the ftormy- 
wind and tempcfl:, which he has planted 
in our hearts j and the conftant fiuftua- 
tion of every thing in this world, forces 
all the fons and daughters of Adam to 
feck (helter under it by turns. Guard it 
by entails and fcLtlcments as we will, the 
mod affluent plenty may be ftrlpp'd, and 

* Charity Sermon at St. Andrew's, Holbol-n. 
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find all its worldly comforts like fo many 
withered leaves dropping from us; — the 
crowns of princes may be fliaken ; and 
the greateft that ever awed the world, 
have looked back and moralized upon the 
turn of the wheel. 

That which has happened to one, 

may happen to every man : and there- 
fore that excellent rule of our Saviour, 
in afls of benevolence, as well as every 

'' thing elfe, (liould govern us; That 

■ ivhatfoever ye would that men fiould do to 
you, do ye alfo unto them. 

Haft thou ever laid upon the bed of 
languiftiing, or laboured under a diftem- 
per which threatened thy life? Call to 
mind thy forrowful and penfivc fpirit at 
that time, and fay. What it was that 
made the thoughts of death lb bitter : 

— if thou haft children, 1 affirm it, 

the bitternefs of death lay there! if 

unbrought up, and unprovided for. What 
will become of them ? Where will they 
find a friend when I am gone, who will 
ftand up for them, and plead their caufc 
againft the wicked \ 

« 3 
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— — Bleffcd God! to thee, who art a 
father to the fatherlefs, and a hufband to 
the widow,— I intruft them. 

Haft thou ever fuftained any confidcr- 
ablc Ihock in thy fortune ? or. Has the 
fcantincfs of thy condition hurried thee 
into great ftraits, and brought thee al- 
moft to dtftra£tion ? Confider what was 
it that fprcad a table in that wildernefs 

of thought, who made thy cup to 

overflow ? Was it not a friend of confo- 

lation who fteppcd in, faw thee em- 

barraffed with tender pledges of thy love, 

and the partner of thy cares, took 

them under his protedion ? Heaven ! 

thou wilt reward himfor it! and freed 

thee from all the terrifying apprehensions 
of a parent's love. 

Haft thou 

But how Ihall I alk a qucftion 
which muft bring tears into fo many eyes? 
— Haft thou ever been wounded in a 
more affeding manner ftill, by the lofs 
of a moft obliging friend, — or beea torn 
away from the embraces of a dear and 
promiOng child by the itroke of death ? 
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, bitter remembrance ! nature droops 

at it — but nature is the fame in all con- 
ditions and lots of life. A child thrull 

forth in an evil hour, without food, with- 
out raiment, bereft of inflruflion, and 
the means of iis falvation, is a fubjeft of 
more tender heart-aches, and will awaken 

■every power of nature : as wc have 

feltforourfelves, — let us feel for Christ's 
fake — let us feel for theirs: and may the 
God of all comfort blcfs you. Amen. 
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SERMON XXIV. 
Pride. 

LVKG XIV, 10, II. 

Bwt thou, when thou art bidden, go and Gt down m iIm 
loweft room, thai when he that bad thee cometh, he 
may fay to thee. Friend, go up higher ; then Ihalt thou 
have worihip in (he preft'nce of them who lit it meat 
with thee j for whofoever etalieth himTelf, (hall be 
abaTed; and he that humbletb himrdf fhatl be ex- 
alted. 

T T is an exhortation of our Satiour's 
•* to Humility, addrcffed by way of in- 
ference from what he had faid in die three 
foregoing vcrfes of the chapter ; where, 
upon entering into the houfe of one of 
the chief Fharifees to eat bread, and 
marking how fmall a portion of this ne- 
ceffary virtue entered in with the fcveral 
gucfts, difcovering itfelf from their choo- 
ling the chief rooms, and moft diflinguilh- 
ed places of honour ; — he takes the oc< 
cafioD which fuch a behaviour offered, to 
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caution them againft Pride ; — ftates the 

inconvenience of the paffion ; fliews 

the difappoimmcnts which attend it ;-^— 
the difgracc in which it generally ends ; 
in being forced at laft to recede from the 
pretentions to what is more than our due; 
which, by the way, is the very thing the 
paffion is eternally prompting us to cx- 
pcS. When, therefore, thou art bid- 
den to a wedding, fays our Saviour, fit 
hot down in the higheft room, left a more 
honourable man than thou be bidden of 
bim ; and he that bad thee and him, come 

and fay to thee, Give this man place : 

and thou begin with fliame to take the 
loweft room. 

•——But thou, when thou art bidden, 
go and fit down in the lowefl: room :- 

hard icfture! In the loweft room? 

■ What, — do I owe nothing to myfeif ? 

Muft I forget my ftation, my charafter 
in life ? Refign the precedence which my 
birth, my fortune, my talents, have al- 
ready placed me in poffcffion of j give 

all up! and fufifer inferiors to take my 

honour? Yes ; for that, fays our Sa- 

TiouR, is the road to it: For when he that 
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bad thee cometh, he will fay to thee. Friend^ 
go up higher; then jhalt thou have worjhip 
in the frefence of them that fit at meat with 
thee :— for whofoe^er exaltefh bimfelf Jhall 
be abafed ; and he that humbleth himfelf 
Jhall be exalted. 

To make good the truth of which de- 
claration, it is not neceflary we fhould 
look beyond this life, and fay. That in 
that day of retribution, wherein every 
high thing Ihall be brought low, and 
.every irregular paflion dealt with as it de- 
ferves ; — ' — that pride, amongft the reft 
(confidered as a vicious charader), fliall 
meet with its proper punifhmcnt of being 
abafed, and lying down for ever in fliamc 

and difhonour. It is not neceflary wc 

Aould look fo far forwards for the ac- 
complilhment of this : the words fccm 
not fo much to imply the threat of a dif- 
tant puniQiment, the execution of which 

was to be refpited to that day ; as the 

declaration of a plain truth depending 
upon the natural courfe of things, and 
evidently verified in every hour's com- 
merce of the world ; from whence, as 
well as from our reafoning upon the 



C3.l:.-:ij,CiOOtjk' 



1^1 SERMON XXIV. 

point, it is foxind, Tliat Pride lays us open 
to fo many mortifying encounters, which 
Humility in its own nature refts fccure 

from, that verily, each of them, in 

this wotid, have their reward faithfully 
dealt out by the natural workings of 
men's paiDons ; which, though very bad 
executioners in general, yet arc fo far ' 
juft ones in this, that they fcldom fuffer 
the exultations of an infoknt temper to 
efcape the abafement, or the deportment 
of a humble one to fail of the honour, 
which each of their chara£);erG do deferve. 
In other vicious exccffes which a man 
commits, the world (though it is not much 
to its credit) feems to Hand pretty neu- 
ter : if you are extravagant or intempe- 
rate, you are looked upon as the grcateft 

enemy to yourfelf, or if an enemy to 

the public, at Icaft, you are fo remote a 
one to each individual, that no one feels 
himfelf immediately concerned in your 
punifhment : but in the inftances of 
Pride, the attack is perfonal : for as this 
paffion can only take its rife from a fecret 
comparifon, which the party has been 
making of himfelf to my diladvantage, 
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every intimation he gives me of what he 
thinks of the matter, is fo far a direft in- 
jury, either as it withholds the lefpeft 

which is my due, or perhaps denies 

■ me to have any ; or elfc, which preffes 
equally hard, as it puts me in mind of 
tlic defefts whicli I realiy have, and of 
which I am truly confcious, and confe- 
quently think myfelf the Icfs dcferving of 
an admonition : in every one of which 
cafes, the proud man, in whatever lan- 
guage he fpeaks it, if it is expreffive 

of this fupcriority over me, either in the 
gifts of fortune, the advantages of birth 
or improvements, as it has proceeded 
from a mean elliniaticn, and poilibly a 
very unfair one, of the like pretenfions 

in myfelf, the attack, I fay, is per- 

fonal ; and has generally the fate to be 
felt and refented as fuch. 

So that with regard to the prefcnt In- 
conveniencies, there is fcarce any vice, 
bating fuch as arc immediately puniflied 
by laws, which a man may not indulge 
with more fafcty to himfelf, than this one ■ 

of Pride; the humbleft of men, not 

being fo entirely void of the paffion them- 



C3.l:.;:ij,XitK>tik 



174 SERMON XXIV. 

felves, but that they fuffcr fo much from 
the overflowings of it in others, as to 
make the literal accomplifhinent of the 
text a common intereft and concern : in 
which they are generally fucccfsful, — the 
nature of the vice being fuch, as not only 
to tempt you to it, but to afford the oc- 
cafions itfclf of its own humiliation. 

The proud man, fee ! he is fore 

all over ; touch him you put him to 

pain: and though of all others, he ads 
as if every mortal was void of all fenfe 
and feeling, yet is poffeffed with fo nice 
and exquifite a one himfelf, that the 
flights, the little neglects and inftances of 
difcfteem, which would be fcarce felt bjT 
another man, are perpetually wounding 
him, and oft-times piercing him to his 
very heart. 

I would not therefore be a proud man 
was it only for this, that it Ihould not be 
in the power of every one who thought 
fit — to chaftife me ; my other infirmi- 
ties, however unworthy of me, at leaft 

will not incommode me: fo little dif- 

countenance do I fee given to them, that 
it is not the world's fault, if I fufier by 
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them : but here if I exalt myfelf, 

I have no profpcft of cfcaping ; with 

this vice I ftand fwoln up in every body's 
way, and muft unavoidably be thrull 
back : whichever way I turn, whatever 
ftep I take under the direflion of this 
paffion, I prefs unkindly upon fome one, 
and in return, muft prepare myfelf for 
fuch mortifying repulfes, as will bring 
me down, and make me go on my way 
forrowing. 

This is from the nature of things, and 
the esperience of life as far back as So- 
lomon, whofe obfervation upon it was the 

fame, and it wit! ever hold good, that 

before honour was humility, and a haughty 

fpirit before a fall. Tut not therefore 

thy felf forth in the prefencc of the king, and 

Jiand not in the place of great men : for 

better is it (which by the way is the 

very difluafivein thetext)^ better is it, 

that it be faid unto thee. Friend, come up 
higher, than that thou fhouldefi be put lower 
in the prefence of the prince -whom thine eyes 
have feen. 

Thus much for the illuftration of this 
one argument of our Saviour's, againft 
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Pride : there arc many other confider- 

ations which cxpofc the weaknefs of it, 
which his knowledge of the heart of man 
might have fuggefted ; but as the parti- 
cular occafion which gave rife to this lec- 
ture of our Saviour's againft Pride na- 
turally led him to fpeak of the mortifi- 
cations which attend fuch inftances of it, 

as he then beheld : for this reafon the 

other arguments might be omitted, which 
perhaps in a fet difcourfe would be doing 
injuftice to the fubjeft. I fliall therefore, 
in the remaining part of this, beg leave 
to offer fome other confiderations of a 
moral as well as a religious nature upon 
this fubjeft, as fo many inducements to 
check this weak paffion in man ; which, 
though one of the moll convenient of his 
infirmities, — the moft painful and dif- 
courteous to focicty, yet, by a fad fata- 
lity, fo it is, that there are few vices, ex- 
cept fuch whofe temptations are imme- 
diately feated in our natures, to which 
there is fo general a propenfity through- 
out the whole race. 

This had led fome fatirical pens to 
write, That all mankind at the bottom 
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were proud alike; that one liian dif- 
fered from another, not fo much in the 
different portions which he potTeffed of it, 
as in the different irt and addrefs by which 
he excels in the management and difgutie 
of it to the world : we tramfJe, no doubt, 
tpo often, upon the pride of Plato's man- 
tle, with as great a pride of our own ; yet 
on the whole the remark has more fpleen 
than truth in it; there being tfaoufands 
(if any evidence is to be allowed), of the 
moft unaffeiScd humility, and trueft po- 
verty of fjririt, which .aflions can give 
proof of. Notwithstanding this, ib 
much may be allowed to the obfervation. 
That Pride is a vice which growi up in 

fociety fo infenfibly; fteala iji unob- 

ferved upon the heart upon fo many oc- 
cafions;— forms itielf upon fuch llrange 
pretenfioni, and when it has done, veils 
itfclf under fuch a variety of unfufpeded 
appearances,— fometimca even under that 
of Hunilky itielf} — in aH which cafes, 
Sdf-love, like a falfc friend, inftead of 
checking, moft treachcroufly feeds this 

hamour, points out fome excellenoc 

in eyery foul to make him vain» and thmk 
Tot. vri. w 
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more highly of himfelf^ than he ought to 

think; that, upon the whole, there is 

no one weaknefs into which the heart of 

man is more cafily bctray'd or which 

requires greater helps of good fenfe and 
good principles to guard agnnfl;. 

And firftj the root from which it fprings, 
is iio inconfiderable i^fcredit to the fruit. 

If you look into the beft moral writers^ 
who have taken pains to fearch into the 
grounds of this paflion,— — they will tell 
you, that Pride is the vice of little and 
coiltra£ted fouls ; — that whatever affe&a- 
tion of greatnefs it gencrallywears and 
' carries in the looks, there is always mean- 

nefs in the heart of it: a haughty and 

an abjeA temper, I believe, arc much 
nearer a-kin than they will acknowledge; 
— ^ — like poor relations,, they look a littk 
fhy at one another at iirft fight, but trace 
back their pedigree, they are but colla- 
teral branches from the fame ftem ; and 
there is fcarcc any one who has not fecn 
many fuch inftances of it, as one of our 
poets alludes to, in that admirable ftroke 
be has given of this affinity, in his de- 
fcription of a Pride wbicb licks the duft. 
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As it has meannefs at the bottom of it, 
*— fo it is juftly charged with having weak- 
nefs there too, of which it gives the ftroog- 
cft proof, in regard to the chief end it has 
in view, and the abiiird laeans it takes to 
bring it about. 

Gonfider a rtlotnetit, "What is it the 

proud man aims atF why, — fuch a 

meafure of refped and defiErence, as is 
due to his fuperior merit, &c. &c. 

Now, good fcnfe and a knowledge of 
the world (hew us, that how. much fo- 
evcr of thefe are due to a man> allowing 
he has made a right, calculation,^— 
they are dill dues of fuch a nature, that 
they are not to be tnGfted upon : Ho* 
nour and Kefpe£l muft be a Free-will (f- 
ferwg'. treat them otherwife, and claim 
them from the world as a tax,— ^they 
are fure to be withheld; the firfl dil- 
coyery of fuch an expedation dilappoiots 
.ir, and prejudices your title to it for 
.ever. 

To this fpeculative argument of its 

weaknefe, it has generally the ill fate to 

.add another of a more fubftantial nature, 

which is matter of fa£t; that to turn giddy 

V 2 
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upoh every little exaitation, is experi- 
enced to be no lefs a mark of a weak brain 
in the figurative, than it is in the hteral 

fcnfe of the cxprcQion in fobcr truth, 

'tis but aicurvy kind of a trick (qmttei 
voluit Fortuna jocari) — when Fortune, in 
one of her merry moods, takes a poor 
devil with this paffion in hi) head, and 
mounts him up all at once as high as Vat 

can get him for it is Ture to make 

him play fuch phantaftic tricks, as to 
become the very fool of the comedy t 
^nd was he not a general benei^£lor to 
^ the world in making it merry, I knoit 
not bow Spleen could be }»ciAed during 
the reprefentation. 

- A third argument againO: Pride is the 
natural connexion it has with vices of ab 
unfodal afpt£l: the Scripture feldom it>- 

troduces it alone Anger, or Strife, or 

Revenge, or Ibme inimical pafiion, is 
ever upon the ftage with it} the proofe 
and reafons of which I have not time to 
enlarge on, and therefore fiialt fay no 
more upon this argument than this,^'- — ■ 
that was there no othcr,^— ytt the 'bakl 
icompany this vice is generally .&and ja» 
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would be fufficient by^itfeif to engage a- 
man to avoid it. 

Thu3 much for the moral confider- 
ations upon this iiibje^; a great part of 
vfbich, as they illuftrate chicSy tbe in- 
convcnicncies of Piidc in a focial iigbc, 
niay feem to have a greater teii(kncy to 
make ihcn guard the appearances cf it, 
than conquer the pafBon itfelf, and root 
it out of their - nature : to do this effec- 
. tu^ly-, we mitftadd the arguments of re- 
ligion, without which, the bell moral 
difcourfc may prove little better than a 
cdd peditlcftt IcSurc, taught merely to 
govern the paflion to, as not to be inju- 
rious to a man's prefent intereft or quiet } 
M which a man may learn to pradtife 
well enough, and j€t at the fame time be 
a perfcd ftrangcr to the beft part of hu- 
miUty, which imfJiss not a concesdmcnt 
of Pride, but. an abfolute conqucft over 
tbe firft rifings of it which are fch in the 
heart of m». 

Aai, faft, <nie of the moA petfoafivc 
Ugumsats which ccligion offers to this 
end, is that which rifes from tbe ftu« and 
condition of ourfelves, both as to our 

M3 
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natural and moral imperfe£tioni. It is 
impoffible to refled a moment upon this 
hint, but with a heart full of the humble 
exclamation, Gad/ what is nian/—~~> 

even a thing of nought a poor, infirm, 

nuferablc, ihortlived creature, that pafles 
away like a {hadow, and is haftcning o£f 
the ftage where the theatrical titles and 
' didin&ions, and the whole mafk of Pride 
which be has worn for a day will fall off*, 
and leave him naked as a ncglet^ed ilave. 
Send forth your imagination, I befeech 
you, to view the laft fcene of the grcateft 
and proudeft who ever awed and governed 
the world — fee the empty va^ur dtfap- 
pearing ! one of the arrows of mortality 
this moment lUcks fail within him : fee 
—it forces out his life and freezes his 
blood and fpirits. 

^—Approach his bed of ftate— -lift 
up the curtain— regard a moment with 
filence— ^ 

——Are thefe cold hands and pale lips 
all that is left of him who was canoniz'd 
by his own pride, or made a god of, by 
his fiattcrers ? 
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■ O my foul! with what dreams haft thou 
been bewitched ? how haft thou been de- 
luded by the objefts thou haft fo eagerly" 
grafpcd at ? 

If this rcflcftion from the natural im- 
pcrfeftion of man, which he cannot re- 
medy, does ncverthclefs ftrlke a damp 
upon human Pride, much more muft the 
confi derations do fo, which arife from the 
wilful depravations of his nature. 

Survey yourfelves, my dear Chriftians, 
a few moments in this light — behold a 
difobcdient, ungrateful, intraftablc, and 
diforderly fct of creatures, going wrong 

feven times in a day, afting fomctimcs 

every hour of it againft your own con> 
vi£tions — your own intercfts, and the in- 
tentions of your God, who wills and pro- 
pofes nothing but your happinefs and 

profperity what reafon does this view 

furnilh you for Pride ? how many docs it 
fuggeft to mortify and make you aftiamed ? 

■ well might the fon of Syrach fay in 

that farcaftical remark of his upon it, 
S'bat Pkior was net made for man—— 
for fomc purpofcs, and for fome parti- 
cular beings, the paffion might have be«n 

H 4 
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fliapcd— but not for him fancy it 

where you will, 'tis no where lb improper 
—'tis in no creature fo unbecoming — 

But why fo cold an affcnt to fo in- 

contefted a truth? Perhaps thou haft 

reafotis to be proud : for heaven's fake, 

let us hear them Thou haft the ad- 
vantages pf birth and title to boaft of 
--— or thou ftandcft in the funfiiinc of 
court favour— T-or thou haft a large for- 
tune or great talents-. or much 

learning— —or nature has beftowed hep 

graces upon thy pcrfon fpcak — on 

which ofthefe foundations haft thou raiScd 
this fenciful ftrufiurc i- Let us exa- 
mine them. 

Thou art well born :— .— then truft me, 
'twiil pollute no one drop of thy blood to- 
be humble : humility calls no man down 
firoBj his rank,— — divefts not princes of 
their titles j it is in life whatthc dear ob- 
Jiurexi in painting; it makes the hero 
ftcp forth in the canva8> and detaches hi& 
figure from the group in which be would 
otherwife ftand confounded' fw ever. 
~ If thou art rich— —then fliew the great- 
Bef« of thy fortuQO— — Of what is better. 
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the greatncfs of thy Gsul, in the mcekncft 
of thy convcrCwion j condcfccnd to meii 

of low eftate fupport the diftreflcd, 

and patronizethc negltacd.— Be great j 
but let it be in confidering riches as they 
are ; as taleTits eonunitted to an Mi-then wf- 
jii — That thou art but the rscehery—za^ 
that to be obliged and to be vain too, — u 
but the old folccifiu oi pride and beggary, 
which, though they often- roett,— — y«t 
ever make but an ahfurd fbciety. 

If thou art powerful in inlereft, and 
ftandeft deified by a fcrvile tribe of de- 
pendents, — why (houldeft tliou be pro^d, 
— becaufc they are hungry? — 3coorg« 
me fuch fycophants : they have twned 
the heads of tboufandsas well as thki fr ■■ • 

But 'tis thy own dexterity and 

Qrength which have gained thee this cmi* 
nonce :— '^allow it ; but art thou proDC^ 
that thou Itandefl: in a place where thou arc 
the mark of one man's envy,aiiother maa'ty 
malice, or a third man's revenge,-*—, 
where good men may be ready to fufpe^k 
thee, and whence bad men wUl be ready 
to puU thee down ? I would be proud of 
nothing that i» unccitain : Haman was 

S 
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fo, becaure he was admitted alone to queen 

Efl:her*8 banquet ; and the diftinaion 

raifcd" hhn, but it was fifty cubits 

higher than he ever dream'd or thought 
of. 

Let us pafs on to the pretences of learn- 
ing, &c. &c. ff thou haft a little, thou 
wilt be proud of it in courfe : if thou 
haft tDUch, and good fcnfe along with' it, 
there will be no reafon to difpute againft 
the paffion : a beggarly parade of rem- 
nants is but a forry object of Pride at the 
befti— — but more fo when we can cry 
out upon it, as the poor man did of his 

hatchet.^-; — ^Alas! Majiery for it was 

bmrvwed. 

It is treafon to fay the fame of Beauty, 
——whatever we do of the arts and or- 
naments with which Pride is wont to fct 
it off: .the wcakeft minds are moft caught 
with both ; being ever glad to win at- 
tention and credit from fmall and flender 
accidents, through difability of purcha- 
fing them by better means. In truth. 
Beauty has fo many charms, one knows 

• i Kingi, vi. 7, 



C3.l:.-:ij,CiOOtjlc 



SERMON XXIV. 117 

not how to fpeak againft it; and when it 

happens that a graceful figure is the ha- 
bitation of a virtuous foul, when the 
beauty of the face fpeaks out the modefty 
and humility of the mind* and the juft- 
ncfs of the proportion raifcs our thoughts 
up to the art and wildom of the great 
Creator, fomcthing may be allowed it, 
— ■■■■and fomcthing to the embelliflimentt 
which fet it off; — and yet, when the 

whole apology is read, it will be 

found at laft, that Beauty, like Truth, 
never is fo glorious as when it goes the 
plaineft. 

Simplicity is the great friend to na- 
ture, and if I would be proud of any thing 
in this filly world, it Ihould be of this 
honed alliance. 

Confider what has been faid; and may 
the Gou of all mercies and kindnefs watch 
over your paflions, and infpire you witb 
all bumbUne/t of mnd, meeknefs^ patience, 
md loti^ fttffering. — Amen. 
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Hutnilhy. 

MATTHEW XI. 1$. 

Ifeam of SM) for I Mn meek and hnrly Id hwrt ) asd ]r« 
Audi find relt imto.fou fouti. 

TH I- grqat tMfiiM:;fs of flaan* is tbc re- 
gulation of Vis Ifurit-; the pofleffion 
of iuch a frame an<J temper of mind, aa 
will lead u« .peaceably throBgh this world, 
and m the many weary ftagta of it, afford 
vis» whftt we Oiall be fure to ftaad bi need 
of,—— J^ Witt fur fmh. 

— ,— fteft uotoow fott!s!H.w*-*ti8.alLwe 
^rant—the end of afi ear iwft?5 and jmc-* 
fuits : ^ive us a prt>fpc<a of tl»s, W8 xika 
the wingi of the morning, and fly to the 
ttttcrraqft (nrtc of the 4«rtfa «> hxre.it%> 
poffeffion : we feek .ft>r :it in ritles, in 
riches and -pleafares-— diihb op a&erit \>if 
aii^t^ti,-'^^--<ome'dQwn-agwn'aBd Aoog 
fiw 4t by aTaflrio^--rr"y- "^ fOAwenm^ 
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ftiU wc are gone out of the way, nor Is 
it, till after many miferable experiments, 
that we are convinced at laft, wc have 
been fceking every where for it, but 
where there is a profpcd of finding it ; 
and that is, within ourfelves, in a meek, 
and lowly difpofition of heart, lliis, and 
this only, will givtrus reft, unto our fouls: 
■reft, from thofe turbulent and 
haughty paOions which difturb our quiet: 
■ ■ ■. reft, from the prorocations and dif- 
appointmcnts of the world, and a train of 
untold evils too long to be recounted, 
againft all which this frame and prepara- 
tion of mind is the beft proteffion. 

I beg you wilt go along with me in tlus 
argument. Confider how great a fharc 
of the unealineffes which take up and tor- 
ment our thoughts, owe their rife to no- 
thing elfe, but the difpofitions of mind 
which are oppofite to this charader. 

With regard to the provocations and 
fiffences which are unavoidably happen- 
ing to a man in his commerce with the 

world,— —take it as a rule, as a man's 

])ride is,— -fo is always hit dUpleafure; 
•——as the opinion of himfelf tife>,^^« 
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fo does the injury, fo docs bis-refent- 

mcht: 'tis this which gives edge and force 
to the innrument which has {truck him, 
——and excites that heat in the wound 
which renders it incurable. 
. See bow different the cafe is with the 
humble man : one half of thefc painful 
conflifts he aflually efcapcs ; the other 
part fall lightly on him : — he provokes 
no man by contempt ; thrufts hiotfelf 
forward as the mark of no man's envy; fo 
that he cuts off the firft fretful occafions 
of the greatcft part of thefc evils; and for 
thofe in which the paffions of others would 
involve him, like the humble fhrub in 
thc-valley, gently gives way, and fcarce 
feels the injury of thofe ftormy encounters 
which rend the proud cedar, and tear it 
up by its roots. 

If you confider it, with regard to the 
many difappointmcnts of this life, which 
arifc from the hopes of bettering our con- 
dition, and advancing in Ac world,— 
the reasoning is the fame. 

"What w£ expcft, is ever in pro- 
portion to the eftimate made of ourfelvcs; ■ 
when prideand felF-lovehave-brott^bt us 
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in their account of this matter, we 

find, that wc arc worthy of all honours — 
fit for all places and employments:—— 
as our expedlations rife and multiply, fo 
muft our dilappointments with them ; 
and there needs nothing more, to lay the 
foundation of our unhappinefs, and botb 
to make and keep us mifcrable. And 
in truth there is nothing fo common in 
life as to fee thoofands, who, you would 
fay, had all the rcafon in the world to be 
at reft, fo torn up and difquieted with 
forrows of this dafs, and fo inceflkntly 
tortured with the dtfappointments which 
their pride and palBons have created for 
them, that though they appear to have 
all the ingredients of happinefa in their 

hands, they can neither compound at 

ufcthem: — How fliouldthey? the goad 
18 ever in their fides, and fo hurries tbem 
tm from one expeftation to another, at 
to leave them no reft day or «igbt. 

Humility, therefore, rccommeads it- 
felf as a fecurity againft thcfe heart-achee, 
"^hich though ridiculous fomet^es in 
the eye of the beholder, yet arc ferioof 
enough to the man who ft^ers them 
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and I believe would make no inconfider- 
able account in a true catalogue of the 
difquietudes of mortal man : againfl thefe,' 
I fay. Humility is the beft defence. 

He that is little in his own eyes, is 
little too in his deftres, and confcquently 
moderate in his purfuit of them: like 
another man, he may fail in his attempts 
and lofe the point he aimed at,— —but 

that is all, he lofes not himfclf,— — 

he lofes not his happinefs and peace of 
mind with it, — even the contentions of 

the humble man are mild and placid. 

BlefTcd chara^er! when fuch a one is 
thruft back, who does not pity him ? — 
when he falls, who would not ftretch out 
a hand to raife him up ? 

And here, I cannot help flopping in 
the midft of this argument, to make 3 
fliort obfcrvation, whith is this. When 
we refica upon the charafter of Humi- 
lity, we are apt to think it Hands the 

moft naked and dcfencelefs of all virtues 

whatever, the leafl: able to fupport its 

claims againd the infoient antagonift who 
feems ready to bear him down, and ali, 
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oppolttlon which fuch a temper can 

Now« if We confider him as ftatidinrr 
alone,— no doubt, m fuch a cafe he will 
be overpowered and trampled upon by 
his oppofer;*— 'but if we confider the 
meek and lowly man, as he is— fenced 
and guarded by the lore, the friendfliip 
and wifhes of all mankind^-^— that the 
other Itands alone, hated, difcounte- 
nanced, without one true friend or hearty 

well-wiflier on his fide ; when this is 

balanced, we (hall hare reafon to change 
our o[nnion, and be convinced that the 
humble man, ftrengtbened with fuch an 
alliance, is far from b?ing fo over-match- 
ed as at firft fight he may appear ; — nay 
1 believe one might Tenture to go ftirther 
and engage for it, that in all fuch cafes, 
where real fortitude and true pergonal 
courage were wanted, he is much more 
likely to give proof of it, and I would 
fooner look for it in fuch a temper than 
in that of his adverfary. Pride may 

make . a man violent, but Humility 

will make him firm;-' and which of 
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the two, do you think, likely to Comc 

dff with honour ? he, who ads from ' 

the changeable impiilfe of heated bloody 
and follows the uncertain motions of his 

pride and fury, -or the man who ftands 

Cool and collcflcd in himfelf} who go- 
verns his refentments, inftcad of being 
governed by them, and on every occafion 
a£ts Upon the fteady motives of principle 
tind duty. 

But this by the way)-— ihoagh in 
tfuth it falls in with the main argument } 
for if the obfervation is juft, and Humility 
has the advantages where we fhould leaft 
expeft them, the argument rifes highei- 
In behalf of thole which are more appa- 
fently on its fide. — • — In all which, if the 
humble man finds, what the proud man 
mud never hope for in this world, 

that is, reji to hisfouly fo docs he like-' 

■wife meet with it from the influence fuch , 
a temper has upon his condition under 
the evils of his life, not as chargeable 
upon the vices of men, but as the por- 
tion of his inheritance, by the appoint- 
ment of God. For if, as Job fays, we 
are born to trouble as the fparka By up- 
o 1 
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wards, furcly it is he who thinks the 
greateft of thefe troubles below his fins, 
— and the fmaileft favours above his me- 
rit, that is likely to futfcr the leail from 
the one, and enjoy the moft from the 
other: 'tis he who poffeffes his foul in 
meekncfs, and keeps it fubjeclcd to all 
the iffues of fortune, that is the faribeft 

out of their reach. No. He blames 

not the fun, though it does not ripen his 
vine, nor bluftcrs at the winds, chough 
they bring him no profit. If the foun- 
tain of the humble man rifes not as high 

as he could wifti he thinks, however, 

that it rifes as high as it ought ; and as 
the laws of nature ftill do their duty, 
that be has no caufe to complain againil: 
them. 

If dtfappointed of riches — he knows 
the providence of God is not his debtor ; 
that though he has received lefs than 
otherfl, yet as he thinks himfclf lefs than 
the lead, he has reafon to be thankful. 

If the world goes untoward with the 
humble man, in other refpefts, — he knows 
a truth which the proud man does never 
acknowledge, and that is, that the world 
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was not made for him ; and therefore hov 
tittle fbarc focver be has of its advan* 
tagcs, he fees an argument of content, in 
reflecting how little it ii, that a com- 
pound of fini of ignorance, and frailty, . 
has grounds to expeiSt. 

A foul thus turned and rrfigncd, is 
Earried Imoothly down the ftream of pro- 
vidence } no temptations in his palTage 
difquiet him with defire, -^ no dangers 
alarm him with fear: though open to all 
the changes and chances of otiiers, 
yet by feeing the jufl:ice of what happens, 
—and humbly giving way to the blow, 
— T-though he is finitten, he is not fmit- 
ten like other men, or feels the ftnart 
which they do. 

Thus much for the do6lrine of Hu- 
mility, let us now look towards the ex-! 
ample of it. 

It is obferved by fome one, that as 
pride was the paflion through which fin 
and mifery entered into the world, and 
gave our enemy the triumph of ruining 
our nature, that therefore the Son of 
God, who came to feek and to fave that 
which was loft, when he entered upon 
o 3 
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the work of our reftoratioQ, . he began at 
the very point whcr^ hq knew we had 
&iled ; and this he did by endeavouring 
to bring the foul of man bach to its orU 
ginal temper of Humility : fo that big firft 
pubhc addrefs ' from the Mount began 
with a declaration of bleflednefs to the 

poor in fpirit, and almqft his laft ex^ 

bortation in the text, was to copy the fair 
original he had fet them of this virtue, 
and to kam of bim io be nieek and hwfy in 
heart. 

It is the moft unanfwerable appeal that 
can be made to the heart of man,— ^ 
and fo perfuafive and accommodated to 
all Chriftians, that as much pride as there 
' is ftill in the world, it is not credible but 
that every believer muft receive fome 
tindure of the cbara&er or bias towards 
it from the example of fo great, and yet 
fo humble a Mafter, whofe whole courfe 
of life was a particular Icfturc to this one 
virtue J and in every inftancc of it Ihewed, 
that he came not to fhare the pride and 
glories of life, or fwell the hopes of am- 
bitious followers, but to call a damp up- 
on them for ever, by appearing himfelf 
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* rather as a fervant than a matter, ■ ■ ■ 
(Coming, as be continually declared, not 
to be miniftered unto, but to miniftcr f 
and as the Prophet bad foretold in that 

mournful defcriptidn pf him. to have 

no form, or comelinefs, nor any beauty 
that they ftiould defire him^ ThevoluuT 
tary meannefs of his birth,—— the po- 
verty of bis life, the low oiffices in 

which it was engaged, in preaching the 
Gofpel to the popr, — the inconveniences 
>Fhich attended the ejcecution of it, in 

having no where to lay his head, all 

fpokc the fame language ; that the 

-God of truth fliould fubmit to the fuf- 
pifcionofan impofture: — his humble de- 
portment under that, and a thoufiind pro^ 
vocations of a (hanklefs people, flill raifes 
this chara<fler higher ; — and what exalts it 

to its bigbeft pitch, the tender and 

pathetic proof he gave of the fame difpo- 
fition at the conclufion and great catar 
ftropbe of his fufferings, — when altfe full 
of fo many inftances of humiHty was 
crowned with the moft endearing one of 
humbling himfelf even to the death of the 
(reftj—ihsi death of a Have, a male^tor 
P 4 
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' dragg'd to Calvary^ without oppofi- 

tion infultcd without complaint. 

— BlcSed Jesus I how can the man who 
calls upon thy name, but learn of tbcq 
to be meek and lowly in heart.'' — how can 
he but profit when fucb a IdTon was fc- 
conded — by fuch an example l 
■ If humility fhines fo bright In the cha- 
ra^er of Christ, fo does it in that of his 
religion ; the true fpirit of which tends 
all the fame way. — Chrifti^nity, when 
nghtly explained and pra^ifed, is all 
meeknefs and candour, and lore an4 cour- 
tefy : and there is no one paiEon our Sa- 
viour rebukes fo often, or with fo much 
jharpnefs, as that one, which is fubvcr- 
fivc of thefe kind cffcQs,— and that it 
pride, which in proportion as it governs 
tis, ncceflarily leads us on to a difcobrtc- 
biis opinion and treatnient of others.— > 
I fay necejarilyy— — becai^fc 'tis a natural 
con&quence, and the progrefs from the 
6ne to the other is unavoidable. 

This our Saviour often Remarks in 

the charader of the Pharifces: they 

tfufted in themlelvcs, 'twa? no won- 
der then they dcfpifed ot}icr8. 
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This, I belicvC} might principally re- 
late to fpiritual pride, which, by tho 
v/zjt )s the worft of all prides ; and as it 
is a very bad fpectes of a very bad paf- 
fion, I cannot do better than conclude 
the difcourre with fomc remarks upon it. 
In mofl conceits of a reli^ous fuperi- 
onty, there has ufualty gone hand in hand 

srith it, another fancy, which-~— I 

fuppofe has fad it;—^and that is, a per- 
fuafiou of fome more than ordinary aids 

and illuminations irom above. Let us 

examine this matter. 

Tliat the influence and affillance of 
God's fpirit in a way imperceptible to 
us, does enable us to render lu'm an ac- 

- ceptablc fervice, we learn from Scripture 

- — ^In what particular manner this is ef- 
fefted, fo that the ad fliall ftill be im- 
puted ours the Scripture (^ys not : 

we know only the account is fo ; but a» 
for any fenfible demonftrations of its 
workings to be felt as fuch within us— 
the word of God is utterly filent ; nor 
can that filcnce be fupplied by any expe- 
rience.—— We have none ; unlefs ypu. 
call the hWc pretences to it fuch,——. 
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fuggefted byanenthufiaAic or (fiftempcc- 
ed fancy. As cxprcfsly as we arc toid 
and pray for the infpiration of God'^ 
fpirit, there are no boundaries fixedj nor 
can any be ever marked, to diftinguiih 
them from the eSbrts and deterniinatton^ 
of our own reafon : and as 6rmly as rdoft 
Chriftians believe the effcds of thetn up- 
on their hearts, I may venture to ai^rm^ 
that fince the promifes were made, there 
never was a Chriflian of a cool head and 
found judgment, that, in any ii^aace of 
% change of life, would prefume to fay, 
which part of his reformation was owing 
to divine help,— —or which to the ope^^ 
rati(»is of his own mind ; or who, upon 
looking back, would pretend to ftrike the 
line, and fay, " here it was that my own 

** reflexions ended j" and at this point 

the fuggeftions of the Spirit of Gop be^ 
gan to take place. 

However backwards the world has been 
in former ages in the difcovery of fuch 
points as God never meant us to know, 
— ^we have been more fuccefsful in our 

own days: thoufands can trace out 

now the imprellions of this divine inters 
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courfc in themrelvcs, from the firfl: mo- 
ment they received it, and with fuch dif- 
tinft intelligence of its ptogrefs and 
WorkingB, as to require no tfvidenceof it* , 
truth. 

It muft be owned, that the prcfent age 
has not altogether the honour of this dlf- 
covery ; — there were too many groundf 
given to improve on in the religious cabt 
of the laft century ; — wheil the in-comings 
in-dweiJinpy and wt~lett'mgs of .the Spirit, 
were the fubjeds of fo inuch edi&Cationt 
and >vhen, as they do now, the oioft il- 
terate mechanics, who, as a witty divine 
faid of them, were much fitter to make 
a pulpit, than get into one, were yet able 
fo to frame their nonfenfc to the nonfcnfe 
of the times, as to beget an opinion in their 
followers, not only that they pray'd and 
preach'd by infpiration.but that the moft 
common anions of their lives were fet 
about in the Spirit of the Lord. 

The tenets of the quakers (a harmlefs 
quiet people) are collateral defccndents 
from the fame entbufiaflic original; and 
their accounts and way of reafoning up» 
cm their inward light and fpiritual wor> 
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fliip, are much the lame ; which lafl: they 
caitj thus mach further, as to believe the 
Holy GKoft comes down upon their af- 
femblies, and flwvfjtthemt without regard 
to condition or fex, to make interceiHons 
with unutterable groans.^^ 

So that, in fad, the ofnaions of me- 
thodifls, upon which I was firll entering, 
is but a republication with fome alter-r 
ationsof the fame extravagant conceits; 
and as enthufiarm generally fpeaks the 
fame language in aJl ages, 'tis but too 
fadly Tcrificd in this j for though we have 
not yet got to the old terms of the in- 
comings and in-dwellings of the Spirit, 
—yet we have arrived at the firft feel- 
ings of its entrance, recorded with as 
particular an cxa^efs as an zSt of fili- 
ation, fo that numbers will tell you 

the identical place— —the day of the 
month, and the hour of the night, when 
the Spirit came tn upon them, and took 
poffcffion of their hearts. 

Now there is this inconvenience on our 
fide. That there is no arguing with a 
frenzy of this kind ; for unlefs a repre- 
fcntation of the cafe be a confutation of 
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its folty to them, they mult for ctct be 
led captive by a delufion, hom vhich no 
reafoncr can redeem them : for if you 
fliould inquire, upon what evidence fo 
ftrange a pcrfuafion is grounded?—— 
they will tell you, ** Tbey feel it is fo." 
—If you reply. That this is no con- 
TK^ion to you, who do not feel it like 
them, and thfccefore would v/'ith to be 
fatlsficd by what tokens they are able to 
diflinguifh fuch emotions from thofe of 
fancy and complexion ? they will anfwer. 
That the manner of it is incommunicable 
by human language, but 'tis a matter of 

fzSt, they feel its operations as plain 

and ditlinft, as the natural fenfations of 
plcafurc, or the pains of a diforder'd 
body.— And fince I have mention'd a dif- 
order'd body, I cannot help fuggefting, 
that amongit .the more i'erious and de- 
luded of this k&t 'tis much to be doubted 
whether a diforder'd body has not oft- 
times as great a fliare in letting in thefe 
conceits as a diforder'd mind. 

When a poor difconfolated drooping 
creature is terrified from all enjoyment, — 
prays without ccafmg till his imagination 
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is heated,— — hih and mortifies abd 
mopes, till his body is in as bad a plight 
as his mind ; :is it a wonder, that the me- 
chanical diltutbances and conBiAs'of an 
empty belly, interpreted by an empty 
head, fliould be miflook for workings 
ef a different kind from what they are? 
or that in fuoh a fituation, where 
the nund fits upon the watch for extraor- 
dinary occurrences, and the imagination 
is pre-engaged on its {ide, is it flrange if 
every commotion Qiould help to fix him 
in this malady, and make him a Btter 
fubjeA for the treatment of a Phyfician 
. than a Divine i 

In many cafes, they feem fo much above 
the Ikill of either, that unlcfs God in his 
mercy rebuke this lying Ipirit, and call it 
back,^— it may go on and perfuade mil- 
lions into their deftrudion. 
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Advantages of Chriftianity to the 
WorU. 



RdHAXt I. S*. 

Frafefling dmnlelTes to be vrife> tbejr Excame fodb 

fj^ H E R E is no one projeft to which the 
wholcraceofm^ikindisfouniverrally 
a bubble, as to that of being thought Wife j 
and the affe&ation of it is fo vifible, in 
men of all complexions, that you every 
day fee feme one or other fo very foli- 
citous to eftablifli the chara<^er, as not 
to allow himfelf Icifure to do the things 
which fairly win it;— ^expending more 
art and ftratagcm to appear fo in the eyes 
of the world, than what would fuffice to, 
make him fo in truth. 

It is owing to the force of this defire, 
that you fee in general, there is no injury 
touches a man fo fenfibly, as an infult 
tipon his parts and capacity : tell a mail 
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of other defeSs, that he wants Icarn- 

ing, induftry, or application, he will 

hear your reproof with patience. Nay 

you may go further : take him in a proper 

feafon, you may tax his morals, you 

may tcU him he is irregular in his con- 

dud>- palTionate or revengeful in his 

nature — loofe in his principles; de- 
liver itwith the gentlencfs of a friend,—— 
poffibly he'll not only bear with you,- — 
but, if ingenuous, he will thank you for 
your le&ure, and promifc a reformation ; 

——but hint, hint but at a defcft inhis 

kiteIIeauals,'^^touch but that foreplace, 
— .-from that moment you are lookM 
upon as an enemy fent to torment him 
before his rime, and in return may rec- 
kon upon his refentment and ill-will for 
ever j fo that in general you will find it 
fafer to tell a man, he is a knave than a 
fool,— and ftand a better chance of be- 
ing forgiven, for proving he has been 
wanting in a point of common honefty, 
than a point of common fenfe. 

, Strange fouls that we are ! as if to live 
well was not the greatcft argument of 
"Wifdopi;- — ^and, as if what reflcfted 
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Upon our morals, did not mofl: of all re- 
flet: upon our undcrftandings ! 

This, however, is a reflcdion we make 
a (hifc to overlook in the heat of this pur- 
fuit i and though we all covet this great 
charaSer of Wifdom, there is fcarcc any 
point wherein we betray more folly than 
in our judgments concerning it ; rarely 
bringing this precious ore either to the 
teft or the balance; and though 'tis 
the laft confequencc not to be deceived 
in it,— we generally take it upon iruft, 
feldom fufpeft the quality, but never 
the quantity of what has fallen to our 
lot. So that however inconfiftent a man 
fhall be in his opinions of this, and what 
abfurd mcafures foevcr he takes in con> 
fcquencc of it, in the condud of his life, 
—he ftill fpeaks comfort to his foul} and 
like Solomon, when he had leaft pretence 
for it,— in the midft of Jiis nonfcnfe will 

cry out and fay, X^ot all rny wtf4om 

remaineth with rne. 

Where then is wifdom to be found ? 

and where is the place of underftanding F 

The politicians of this world, prefejing 

themfehes w'tfe^ admit of no other 
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daims of wifdom bnt the knowledge of 
men and bufincfs, ihe undcrftanding the 

intercfts of ftates, the intrigues of 

courts the finding out the jaffions and 

weakneffes of foreign minifters and 

turning them and all events to their coun- 
try's glory and advantage. 

Not fo the little man of this 

world, who thinks the main point of wif- 

dom, istotakecarcofhimfelf 5 to be 

wife in his generation ; to make ufc 

of the opportunity whilfl he has it, of 
raifing a fortone, and heraldizing a name. 
— ■ -Far wide is the fpeculative and ftu- 
dtOQS man (whofe office is in the clouds) 

from fuch Httle ideas : Wifdom dwelU 

with him in finding out the fecrets of na- 
ture J founding the depths of arts and 

Sciences ; meafuring the heavens ; tell- 
ing the number of the ftars, and calling 
ihem aH by their names : lb that when in 
our buly imaginations we have built and 
unbuilt agan God's Jior^s in the heavens, 

and fancy we have found out the 

point whereon to fix the foondatians^-of 
-the earth ; and in the language of the 
book of Job, have fearched out the cos- 
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«cr-ftonc thereof, wc think our titles to 
wifdom built upon the lame bafis with 
xhofe of our kuowl^dge, and that they 
will continue for ever. 

The miftakc of thefc pretenders is 
fticwQ at large by the Apoftle, in the 
chapter from which the text is takeo, 

Prof^Juig ibemfelves Wise, in 

which «xprdfiop (6y the way) St. Paul 
.is thought to allude to the vanity pf the 
Gteeks and Romans, who being great 
■encouragers of arts aid learning, which 
they had carried tp extraordinary heights, 
confidered all other nations jas Barba- 
rians, ■ in refpcQ: of tbemfelvcB ; and 
amongft whom, particularly the Greeks, 
rthe men of iludy and inquiry ^ad alTumed. 
itD themfelvcs, with great indocorum, the 
title of the "Wrfc-men. 

With what parade ^wl pftcntAtion fo- 
cverthis ivasmade out, it hadthc fateto 
be attended .with one of t];ie ^noll morti- 
fying atutemcDtfi which could happen to 
Wifdom ^ aod that was an ignorance of 
thofe pmats wlucb moft cpTiccitKd m^ 
to kDO.W. 



C3.l:.-:ij,Ci(.K)til>J 



2ts SERMON XXVt. 

This he flicws from the general ftate 
of the Gentile world, in the great article 
of their mifconccptions of the Deity —— 
and, as wrong notions produce wrong 

aSions, of the duties and ferrices 

they owed to him, and in courfc <rf what 

■ they owed to one another. 

For though, as he argues in the fore- 
going verfcs, The invi^le things ef 

liim front the creation if the world might he 
clearly /sen and undtrfieod^ by the things tb*t 

are made; that is, Though God, 

by the cleared difcovcry of himfelf, had 
ever laid before mankind fuch evident 

proofs of his eternal Being, his infinite 

powers and perfefttons, fo that what is 

■ to be known of his invifiblc nature, might 
all along be traced by the marks of his 

goodncfs, and the vifiblc frame and 

order of the world: yet fo utterly 

were they without excufe,— — that though 
they knew God, and faw his image and 
fuperfcription in every part of his works, 

yet they glorified him not, So bad a 

ufe did they make of the powers given 
them for this great difcoveryj that inflead 
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of adoring the Being thus manifcftcd to 
them, in purity and truth, they fell into 

the moft grofs and abfurd dclufions. 

changed the glory of the incerruptible God^ 
into an image made like unto corruptible men 
"—to birds, — to four-footed b^ajls and creeps 

tag things ; Trofeffmg themfelves to be. 

v)ife,-~-tbey became fools. All their fpe- 

cious wifdom was but a more glittering 
kind of ignorance, and ended in the moft 

difhonourable of all miftakes, in fct- 

ting up fiftitious gods, to receive the tri- 
bute of their adoration and thanks. 

The fountain of religion being thus 
poifoned, no wonder the ftream (hewed 
its effeds, which are charged upon them 
in the following words, where he defcribea 
the heathen world as full cf all unrighteovf^ 

oeft, fornication, covetoufncfs, — 

malicioufncfs, full of murder, 

envy, — —debate, malignity, — -whif- 

pcrers, backbiters, haters of God, 

—proud, boaftcrs, inventors of 

evil things, difobcdient to parents.— 

without underitanding, without natural 

affeaion,—— implacable, unmcrcj- 

H3 
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fal!__GoD in heaven defend us from 

fuch t catatogue ! 

Bntthcfe diforders, if fatrly confidered, 
you*ll fay, have in no ages arifen fo much 
from want of light,' as a want of difpo- 
fition to follow the light which God ha» 
ever imparted : that ihe law written in 
their hearts, was clear and cxprefs enough 
for any reafonablc creatures, and would 
have dircflcd them, had they not fuffercd 
their paffions more forcibly to direft them 
Gtherwife : that if we are to judge from 
this effcft, namely, the corruption of the 
World, the fame prejudice will recur even 
againft the Chriftian religion ; fince man- 

. kind have at lead been as wicked in later 
days, as in the more remote and fitnple 
ages of the wotld j and that, if we may 
truft to fads, there are no vices which 
the Apoftle fixes upon the heathen world, 
before the preaching of the Gofpel, which 
■may not be paralleled by as black a ca- 
talogue of vices in the Chriftian world 
fince. 

This heccflarily brings us to an inquiry. 
Whether Chriftianity has done the world 
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any fcrvice ? and. How far the mo- 
rals of it have been made better (ince this 
fjflem has been embraced ? 

In litigating this, one might oppofe 
fads to tads to the end of the world, 
without coming one jot nearer the point. 
Let us fee how far their miftakes con- 
cerning the Deity, will throw light upon 
the fubjeft. 

That there was one fupreme Being who 
made this world, and who ought to be 
worfliipped by his creatures, is the foun- 
dation of all religion, and fo obvious a 

truth in nature, that Reafon, as the 

Apoflle acknowledges, was always able 
to difcover it : and yet it feems ftrange, 
that the fame faculty which made the dif- 
covery, fliould be lb little able to keep 
true to its own judgment, and fupport 
it long againfl the prejudices of ^ivrong 
heads, and the propenfity of weak ones, 
towards idolatry and a multiplicity of 
gods. 

For want of fomething to have gone 

han4 in hand with reafon, and fixed the 

perfuafion for ever upon their minds, that 

there was in truth but one Goo the Ma- 

p 4 
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kcr and Supporter of Heaven and Earth, 

infinite in wifdom, and knowledge, and 

all pcrfedions; how foon was thii 

fimplc idea loft, and mankind led to dif- 
pofe of thefc attributes inherent in the 
Godhead, and divide and fubdividc-them 
again amongft deities, which , their own 

dreams had given fubftancc to ; his 

eternal power and dominion parccU'd out 

to gods of the land, to gods of the 

fca, to gods of the infernal regions ; 
whilftthc great God of gods, and Lord 
of lords, who rulcth over all the king- 
doms of the world,— —who is fo great 
that nought is able to controul or with- 
ftand his power, was fuppofed to reft 
contented with his allotment, and to 
want power to aft within fuch parts of his 
empire, as they difmembered and affigncd 
to others. 

If the number of their gods and this 
partition of their power, would leflen the 
idea of their majcfty, What muft be the 
opinions of their origin ? When inftead 
of that glorious' dcfcription, which Scrip- 
ture gives of " The Ancient of days who 
« inhabiteth eternity," they grave^ 
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aligned particular times and places for 
. the births and education of their gods ; 
fo that there was fcarce a hamlet or even 
a defert in Greece or Italy, which was 
not rendered memorable by fomc favour 
or accident of this kind. 

And what rendered fuch conceits the 

more grofs andabfurd, they fuppofcd 

not only that the gods they worlhipped 
had a beginning, but that they were pro- 
duced by flethly parents, and accordingly, 
they attributed to them corporeal fhapes 
and difference of fex : and indeed in this 
they were a little confiftent, for their 
deities fecmed to partake fo much of the 
frailties to which flefli and blood is fub- 
jeft, that their hiftory and their pedigree 
were much of a piece, and might reafon- 
ably claim each other. For they imputed 
to them not only the human defefta of 
ignorance, want, fear, and the like, but 
the moft unmanly fcnfualities, and what 
would be a reproach to human nature, 

. fuch as cruelty, adulteries, rapes, 

inccft: and even in the accounts which 
we have from the fublimeft of their poets, 
•:— what arc they, but anecdotes of thciP 



r:„i- :i-,G00tjl>J 



MS- SERMON XXVL 

fquabbles amongft themfetves — tbeir In* 
trigucs, their jeaIoufies» their ungovem- 
■ able tranfports of choler, — nay, even their 
thefts — their drunhennefs, and blood- 
ed! 

Here let us flop a moment and inquire, 
what was Rcafon doing all this time, to 
be fo miferably infulted and abufedf 
Where held Ihe her empire whilft her 
bulwarks were thus borne down, and her 
firft principles cf religion and truth lay 
buried under them ? If llie was able by 
herfelf to regain the power ihe had loft, 
end put a ftop to this folly and confuHon, 
——why did flie not ? If ihe was not able 
to re0ft this torrent alone,— the point is 

■given up ihe wanted aid; and rcvc- 

latioji has given it. 

But though reafon, you'll fay, could 
not overthrow thefe popular miHakes, 
yet it faw the folly of them, and was 
at all times able to difprove them. 

No doubt it was ; and it is certain too, 
that the more diligent inquirers after 
truth, did not in fad fall into thefe ab- 
furd notions, which, by the way, is an 
obfcrvation more to our purpofc than 
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theirs, who ufually make it, and ftiews- 
that though their reafonings were good, 
that there always wanted fomcthing which 
they could not fupply to give them fuch 
weight, as would lay an obligation upon 
mankind to embrace them, and maJcfr 
that to be a law, which otherwife was but 
an opinion without force. 

Befides which is a more dire£t an» 

fwer,— ^though 'tis true, the ableft men 
gave no credit to the multiplicity of gods, 
— — (for they had a religion for them-< 
felves, and another for the populace) yet 
they were guilty of what in effect was 
equally bad, in holding an opinion which 
neceffarily fupported thefe very miftakes, 

. namely, that as different nations had 

different gods, it was every man's duty 
(I fuppofe more for quietnefs than prin- 
ciple's' fake) to worftiip the gods of his 
Country ; which, by the way, confidcr- 
ing their numbers, was not fo eafy a talk, 
for what with celeftlal gods, and gods 
aerial, terreffrial and infernal, with the 
goddeffes, their wives and miftreffes, up- 
on the lowed computation, the heathen 
world acknowledged no Icfs than thirty 



C3.l:.-:ij,CiOOtjk' 



MO SERMON XXVL 

thoufand deities, all which claimed the 
rites and ceremonies of religious worfhip. 

But, 'twill be faid, allowing the bulk 
of mankind were under fuch delufions, 
•——they were ftill but fpcculativc.— ^ 
"What was that to their praftice? however 
dcfcftive in their theology and more ab- 
ftrafted points, their morality was no way 

Connet^ed with it. There is no need, 

that the everlalllng laws of juftice and 
mercy fhould be fetched down from 

above, fincc they can be proved from 

more obvious mediums ; they were 

as nccelTary for the fame good purpofes 
of fociety then as now ; and we may pre- 
fume they faw their intereft and purfued it. 

That the neccffities of fociety, and (he 
impoflibiiitics of its fubfifting otherwifc, 
vould point out the convenience, or 
if you will,^— the duty of focial vir- 
tues, is unqueftionable :— but I firpily 
deny, that therefore religion and mo- 
rality are independent of each other : they 
appear fo far from it, that I cannot con- 
ceive how the one, in the true and me- 
ritorious fcnfe of the duty, can aft with- 
out the influence of the other: furely the 
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moft exalted motive which can only be 
depended upon for the uniform practice 

of virtue, muft come down from 

above, from the love and imitation of 

the goodncfs of that Being in whofe fight 
wc wifti to render ourfelves acceptable : 
this will operate at all times and all places, 
——in the darkcit: clofet as much as on 
the grcateft and moft public theatres of 
the world. 

But with different conceptions of the 
Deity,, or fuch impure ones as they en- 
tertained, is it to be doubted whether in 
the many tccret trials of our virtue, we 
Should not determine our cafes of con- 
fciencc witli much the fame kind of ca- 
fuiftry as that of the Libertine in Te- 
"rcnce, who being engaged in a very un- 
juiliBable purfuit, and happening to fee a 
pifiure which rcprefcnted a known ftory 
■fX Jupiter in a like tranfafUon, ar- 
gued the matter thus within himfelf.^— 
If the great Jupiter could not reftrain his 
appetites, and deny himfclf an indulgence 

■of this kind ego Hermmcio hoc non fa- 

cerem ? ftiall I a mortal, — an inconfidcr- 
able mortal too, cloath'd with infirmities 
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of flcfh and blood, — pretend to a virtue, 
•which the Father of gods and men couW 
not ? What infolence ! 

The conciufion was natural enough ; 
and as fo great a mailer of nature puts it 
into the mouth of one of his principal 
characters, no doubt the language waf 
then underftood ; it was copied from 
common life, and was not the 6rft appli- 
cation which had been made of the ftory. 
it wiUfcarce admit of a queftion, Whe- 
-thcr vice would not naturally grow bold 
lupon the credit of fuch an cLsample ; or 
.whether fuch imprcffions did not influ- 
-encc the lives and morals of many in the 
■heathen world ; and had there been no 
-other proof of it, but -the natural tcn- 
•^lency of fuch notions to corrupt them, it 
ihad been fufficient reafon to beUcre it 
-mas fo f 

No doubt, there is fufEcient room for 
amendment in the Chriftian world, -uid 
^wc may be &id to be a very corrupt and 
:bad generation of men, confideringJiftiat 
■motives we have from the purity of our 
■religion, and the force of its fanftions, 
<^to make us better :-~~yet ftiU I affirm. 
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if thefc reftraints were taken o8F, the world 
would be infinitely worfe : and tbough 
fome fenfc oi; morality might be prefcrve4» 
as it was in the heathen world, with the 
more confiderate of us, yet in general I 
am peri'uadcd, that the bulk of martkiad, 
upon fuch a Cuppofition, would foon come 
to live whbout God in the ivorld, and in a 
Ihort time differ from Indians themfelves 
in little elfe but their complexions. 

If, after all, the Chriftian religion has 
not left a fufficient provifion againft the 
wickednefs of the world, — -the (hort 
and true anfwer is this. That there can 
be none. 

It is fufficient to leave us without ex- 
cufe, that the excellency of this inftitu- 
tion in its doflrine, its precepts, and its 
examples, has a proper tendency to make 
us a virtuous and a happy people ; — — 
every page is an addrefs to our hearts to 

win them to thefc purpofes j but as 

religion was not intended to work upon 
men by force and natural neceffity, but 
by moral perfuafion, which fets good and 

evil before them, fo that if men have 

power to do the evil and choofe the good. 
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—and will abufc it, this cannot be 

avoided. Religion ever implies a free- 
dom of choice, and all the beings in the 
■world which have it, were created free to 

iland and free to faH i and therefore 

men who will not be pcrfaaded by this 
way of addrefs, muft expeift, and be con- 
tented to be reckoned with according to 
the talents they have received. 
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The Abufes of Confcience confidercd. 

Hebrews xiii. it. 
——For we trnft we have a good Confcienct.--- 

FTtRosT! Truftwe have a good Con- 

■*■ fcience! ^Surely you will fay, if 

there is any thing in this life which a man 
may depend upon, and to the knowledge 
of which he is capable of arriving upon 
the moft indifputable evidence, it thud 
be this very thing, — r-Whpther he has 
a good Confcience, or no. 

If a man thinks at all, he cannot well 
be a ftranger to the true Hate of this ac- 
count : He mull be privy to his own 

thoughts and defircs He muft remem- 
ber his pafl purfuits, and know certainly 
the true fprings and motives, whicb, iii 
general, have govcrn'd the actions of his 
life. 



C3.l:.-:ij,CiOOtjl>J 



2i6 SERMON XXVII. 

In other matters wc may be deceived 
by £alfe appearances; and, as the wife 
man complains. Hardly do we guefs aright 
at the things that are upon the earthy and 
with labour do ivejind the things that are 

before us: '.but here the mind has all 

the evidence and fafls within hcrfelf: 

is confcious of the web flic has wove: • 

knows its texture and finenefs, and the 
exact fharc which every paflion has had 
in working upon the feveral defigns, 
which virtue or vice has plann'd before 
her. 

Now, as Confcience is nothing clfc 

but the knowledge which the mind has 
within itfelf of this; and the judgment, 
either of approbation or cenfurc, which 
it unavoidably makes upon the fuccelhve 

aflions of our lives, 'tis plain, you 

will fay, from the very terms of the pro- 
polition, whenever this inward teitimony 
goes againfl a man, and he ftands felf- 
accufcd, — that he muft neceffarily be a 
^Ity man. And, on the contrary, when 
the report is favourable on his fide, and 
bis heart condeous him not,-— that it 
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is not a matter of truji^ as the Apoftle 
intimates, but a matter of certainty and 
fadt, that the Confcience is ^ood^ and that 
the man muft be ^ood alfo. 

At firft fight, this may feem to be a 
true ftate of the cafe; and I make no 
"doubt but the knowledge of right and 
wrong is fo truly iniprefs'd upon the mind 
of man; that, did no fuch thing ever 
happen, as that the confcience of a man, 
by long habits of fin, might (as the 
Scripture affures us it may) infenfibly be- ' 
come hard; and, like fome tender parts 
of his body, by much ftrefs, and conti- 
nual hard ufage, lofe, by degrees, that 
rice fcnfe and perception with which Goo 
and nature endowed it: Did this ne- 
ver happen: — or was it certain that felf- 
love could never hang the leaft bias upon 
the judgment: — or that the little interefts 
below could rife up and perplex the fa- 
culties of our upper regions, and encom- 
pafs them about with clouds and thick 
darknefs: could no fuch thing as fa- 
vour and affciflion enter this facred court : 

■ did Wit difdain to take a bribe in 

it, or was afhamed to {hew its face as an 
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advocate for an unwarrantable enjoyment; 
— or, laftly, were we affured that Imtr- 
REST ftood always unconcerned whilft the 
caufe was hearing, — and that Passion 
never got into the judgment-feat, and 
pronounced fentencc in the ftead of Rea- 
fon, which is fuppofcd always to prefidc 
and determine upon the cafe : — was this 
truly fo, as the objeftion muft fuppofe, 
no doubt, then, the religious and moral 
ftate of a man would be exadlly what he 
hinifelf efleemed it; and the guih or in- 
nocence of every man's life could be 
known, in general, by no better meafurc, 
than the degrees of his own approbation 
or cenfure. 

I own, in one cafe, whenever a man's 
Confciencc does accufc him (as it fcl- 
dom errs on that fide) that he is guilty ; 
and, unlefs in melancholy and hypochon- 
driac cafes, we may fafely pronounce that 
there is always fufficient grounds for the 
accufation. 

But, the converfe of the propofition 

will not hold true, namely. That 

wherever there is guilt, the Confciencc 
mufl accufe > and, if it does not, that a 
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man is therefore innocent. —r— This is 

not fad:: fo that the common con- 

folation which fome good Chriftian or 
other is hourly adminiftertng to himfelf, 
—-That he thanks God his mind does 
not mifgtve him ; and that confequent- 
iy, he has a good Confcience, becaufc he 
has a quiet one— As current as the in- 
ference is, and as infallible as the rule 
appears at firft fight, yet, when you look 
nearer to it, and try the truth of this rule 
upon plain fads, you find it liable to fo 
much error, from a falfe application of 
it : — the principle on which it goes fo 
often perverted: — the whole force of it 
loft, and fometimes fo vilely call away, 
that it is painful to produce the common 
examples from human life, which con- 
firm this account. 

A man fliall be vicious and utterly de- 
bauched in his principles; exceptionable 
in bis condudl to the world : Ihatl live 
fhamelefs,— — in the open commiiSon of 
a fin which no re^on or pretence can 
juftify J— a fin, by which, contrary to all 
the workings of humanity within, he (hall 
0.3 
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ruin for ever the deluded partner of his 

guilt; rob her of her beft dowry; 

' and not only cover her own head 

_ with difhonour, but involve a whole viF-_ 
tuous family in fliame and forrow for her 

fake. iSurely, you'll think, con- 

fcience muit lead fuch a man a trouble- 

(bme life:- he can have no reft night 

or day from its reproaches. 

Alas ! Confcicnce had fomcthing elfe 
to do ail this time than break in upon 
him : as E/iJah reproached the god Baal^ 
this domefiic Goi/ was either talking, orpur- 
fuing, or was in a journey, or, perddveit' 
iure, hejlept and could not be awoke. Per- 
haps he was gone cut in company with 

Honour, to fight a duel ; to pay off 

feme debt at play ; or dirty annuity,' 

the bargain of his luft.' — —Perhaps, Con-. 
fcicnce all this time was engaged at 
home, talking aloud againft petty lar- 
ceny, and executing vengeance upon 
fome fuch puny crimes as his fortune and 
rank in life fecured him againft all tempt- 
ation of conjmitting : fo that he lives 

as merrily, deeps as foundly in his 
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bed; and, at the laft, meets death 

with as much unconcern,— —perhaps, 
much more ib, than a much better man. 

Another is fordid, unmerciful j— a 
ftrait-heartcd, felfiih wretch, incapable, 
either of private fricndfiiips, or public 

fpirit. .Take notice how he pzSes by 

the widow and orphan in their diftrefs ; 
and fees all the mifcries incident to hu- 
man life without -a figh or a prayer.—— 
Shdil not Confcience rile up and fting 

him on fuch occafions ? No. Ihank 

GoD» there is no ofcafKm. *■ I pay every 

* man his own,; 1 have no fornication 

* to anfner to my Confcience, no faith- 
•Icfevows or promifes to makeup, I 

* have debauch *d no man's wife or child. 
* \. ■;.:. Thank God I am not as other 

* men, adulterers, unjuli, or even as this 

* libertine who ftands before nie.* 

A third is crafty and deligning in his 

nature. View his whole life, .*tis 

nothing elfe but a cunning contexture of 
dark arts and unequitable fubterfuges, 
bafely to defeat the true intent of all 
laws, plain-dealing, and the fafe enjoy- 
ment of our fevcral properties. — You 
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vill Cse fuch a one working out a frame 
of little defigns upon the ignorance and 
perplexities of the poor and needy man : 
..II ■■fliall raife a fortune upon the inez- 
pcricnce of a youth,— —or the unfufpeA- 
ing temper of his friend, who would have 
trufted him with his life. When old 
age comes on, and repentance calls him 
to look back upon this black account, 
and ftate it over again with his Con- 
fcicnce— — Confcience looks into the Sta- 
tutes at Large,— — finds perhaps no (Kfreji 
iaw broken by what he has done }-^— 
perceives no penalty or forfeiture ili£urr'd ; 
.. — fees no fcourge waving over Us head, 
- — or prifon opening its gate upon him 
What is there to afiright his -Con- 
fcience? Confcience has got fafely 

cntrench'd behind the letter of the law, 
fits there invulnerable, fortified with co/et 

and reports fo ftrongly on all fides, 

that 'tis not preaching can difpoflefs it of 
its hold. 

Another fliall want even this refuge, 
-^— fhall break through all this cere- 
mony of flow chicane ; fcorns the doubt- 
ful workings of fecret plots and cautious 



C3.l:.-:ij<t.itK>tik 



SERMON XXVn. S33 

trains to bring about his purporc— — 
Sec the bafe-faccd villain how he cheats, 
lies, perjures, robs, murders,— hor- 
rid ! But indeed much better was not to 

be expeQcd in this cafe, the poor man 

was in the dark ! His prieft had got 

the keeping of bis Confcience, and all he 
had let him knew of it was, That he 
muft believe in the Po^;— go tomafsj 

— — crofs himfelf; tell his beads j 

—be a good Catholic ; and that this 
in all confcience was enough to car- 
ry him to heaven. "What? if he 

perjures? ^V/hy, he had a mental 

refervation in it. But if he is fo wicked 
and abandoned a wretch as you rcprefent . 
him,- if he robs, or murders, will not 
Confcience, on every fuch aft, receive a 

wound itfelf?— -Ay But the man 

has carried it to confellion, the wound 
digcfts there, and will do well enough, 
and in a ihort timcbe quite healed 
up by abfolution. 

O Popery .' what haH thou to anfwer 

for ? when not content with the too ' 

many natural and fatal way& through 
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which the heart is every day thus trea- 
cherous to itfclf above all things, thou 

haft vrilfully fet open this wide gate of 
deceit before the face of this unwary Tra- 
velUr^' — ■••too apt, God knows, to go 

aftray of himfelf, and confidently 

fpeak peace to his foul, when there is no 
peace. 

Of this the common inftances, which 
I have drawn out of life, are too notori- 
ous to require much evidence. If any 
man doubts the reality of them, or thinks 
itimpoffible for man to be fuch a bubble 
to himfelf, — I muft refer him a moment 
to his rcfleiaions, and ffiall then venture 
to truft the appeal with his own heart. 
Let him confidcr in how different a de- 
gree of deteftation numbers of wicked 
aftions ftand there, though equally bad 

and vicious in their own natures he . 

will foon find that fuch of them as ftrong 
inclination or cuftom have prompted him 
to commit, arc generally drcfs'd out and 
painted with all the fatfc beauties which 
a foft and a flattering hand can give them ; 
and that the others to which he feels no 
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propenfity, appear, at once, naked and 
deformed, furrounded with all the true 
circumftances of folly and dilhonour. 

When David furprifed Saul flecping iii' 
the cave, and cut off the fkirt of his robe, 

we read, his heart fmote him for 

what he had done. Bat, in the rtiatter 

of Uriah, where a faithful and gallant 
fervant, whom he ought to have loved 
and honoured, fell to make way for his- 
luft ; where Confcience had fo much greater 
rcafon to take the alarm, ' his heart 

fmote him not. A whole year had al- 

moft paffed from the firft commiffion of 

that crime to the time Nathan was 

fent to reprove him j and we read not 
once of the leaft forrow or compunftion 
of heart, which he teftified during all 
that time, for what he had done. 

Thus Confcience, this once able mo- 
nitor, — placed on high as a judge within 

us, and intended, by our Maker, a^ 

a juft and equitable one too, — by an un- 
happy train of caufes and impediments, 
takes often fuch impcrfcft cogni- 
zance of' what paiTes, docs its o^ce 

fo negligently, — fometimes fo corruptly. 
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ijbat h is not to be traded alone:- and 
Acrcfore, we find, there Is a neccflity, an 
abfolute neceflity, of joining another 
principle vith it, to aid, if not govern, 
its determinations. 

So that if you would form a jud judg- 
ment of what is of infinite importance to 
you not to be milled in, namely, in what 
degree of real merit you dand, either as 

an honeft man, an ufeful citizen,— 

a faithful fubjefl: to your king, — — or a 
good fervanf to your Goo — — ^call in 

Religion and Morality. Look^— 

What is written in the law of Goo ? • 

How readelt thou?— — Confult calm 
reafon, and the unchangeable obligations 
of juilice and truth, ^What fay they? 

I^et Confciencc determine the matter 

upon thefe reports, and then, if tby 

heart conde^m thee mt^ — i-which is the 
cafe the Apoflle fuppofes,—— the rule 
will be infallible— Tj6ou wilt have con' 

ji^ce towards Cod; that is, have juft 

grounds to believe the judgment thou haft 
paft upon thylclf, is the judgment of 
God ; and nothing elfe but an anticipa- 
tion of that righteous fcntcncc, which 



C3.l:.-:ij,CiOOtjl>J 



SERMON XXVn. 237 

will be pronounced, hereafter, upon thee 
by that Being, before whom thou art 
Bnally to give an account of thy actions. 
Bieffedis the man, indeed then, as the 
Author of the book of Ecclefiajiicus ex- 
prcffes it, who is not pricked -with the muU 
titude of his ftns, — Elejfed it the man whofi 
heart -hath not condemned bim, and who it 
not fallen from bit hope in the Lord. Wbe- 
ther he be rich., continues he, or whether 

be be poor, if he have a good heart (a 

heart thus guided and inform'd)— ^iir 
jhall at all times rejoice in a cheerful cotmte- 
nance~'Hit mndfhall tell him mori than 
feven watchmen that Jit above upon a tower 
en high. In the darkcft doubts it fhall 
condud him fafer than a thouland Ca- 
fuiUs, and give the ilate be lives in, a 
better fccurity for lus behaviour, than all 
the claufes and rcftri(9ions put together, 
which the wifdom of the legiflaturc ig 
forced to multiply,^— forced, I (ay, as 
things ftand ; human laws being not a 
matter of original choice, . but of pure 
ncceffity, brought In to fence agwnft the 
mifchicvous eficds of thofe Confcieactf 
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which are no Ian unto themfelves : wifely 
intending by the many provifionr made, 
lliat in all fuch corrupt or mifguided 
cafes, where principle and the checks of 
Confciencc will not make us upright, 
- ' to fupply their force, and by the ter* 
Tors of jails and halters oblige us to it. 

To have the fear of God before our 
eyes ; and, in our mutual dealings with 
each other, to govern our anions by the 
eternal meafures of right and wrong :— • 
the firft of thefe will comprehend the 
duties of religion : the fecond thofe of 
morality : which arc fo infcparably coti- 
nedcd together, that you cannot divide 
thefe two Tables^ even in imagination 
(though the attempt is often made in 
pra^ice), without breaking and mutually 
dcftroying them both. 

I faid the attempt is often made ;— — 

and fo it is ; there being nothing 

more common than to fee a roan, who 
has no fcnfe at all of'rcligion,— -and in- 
deed has fo much of honefly, as to pre- 
tend to none ; who would yet take it as 
the bittcreft affixmt, fhould you but hint 
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Bt a fufpicion of his moral charaSer,— -J — 
.or imagine he was not confcientioufiy juft, 
and fcrupuloiis to the uttermoft mite. 

When there is feme appearance that 

it is fo, though one is not willing even 

to fufpeA the appearance of fo great a 
virtue, as moral honefty ; — yet were we 
to look into the grounds of it in the pre- 
lent cafe, l.am perfuaded we Ihould find 
little reafon to envy fuch a man the ho- 
nour of his motive. 

Let him declaim as pompoufly as he 
can on the fubje^, it will be found at lall 
to reft upon no better foundation tb«i 
either his intereft, his pride, his cafe; or 
fome fuch little and changeable paffion, 
as will give us but fmall dependence up- 
on his actions in matters of great ftrefs. 

Give mc leave to illuftrate this by an 
example. 

I know the banker I deal with, or the 
phyfician I irfually call in, to be neither 
of them men of much religion : I hear 
them make a jeft of it every day, and 
treat all its fan&ions with fo much fcorn 
and contempr, as to put the matter paft 
doubt. Well,— — notwithftanding this ■ I 
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put my fortune into the hands of the one, 
■ - and, what is dearer ftill to me, I 
truft my life to the honeft ikill of the 

other. Now let me examine what is 

my rcafon for this great confidence.-^— 
Why, — in the firft place, I believe that 
there is no probability that cither of them 
will employ the power, 1 put into their 
hands, to my di^vantage. I confider 
that boncfty ferves the purpofes of this 

life, 1 know their fuccefs in the world 

depends upcm the fairnefs of their cha- 

ra&er ; that they cannot hurt me with- 

oiit hurting themfelves more. 
' But put it othcrwife, namely, that in<- 
tereft lay for once on the other fide. 
That a cafe fhould happen wherein the 
one, without ftain to his reputation, could 
fecrete my fortune, and leave me naked 

in the "world : or that the other could 

fend me out of it, and enjoy an eltate by 
my death, without difhonour to himfelf 

or his art- In this cafe what hold have 

I of either of them ?— ^Religion, the 
ftrongcft of all motives, is out of the 
queftion.- — biterefl:, the next moft pow> 
crfiit motive in this world, is ftroagly 
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ftgunft me.' ■ I have nothing left to call 
imo the fcale to balance this temptation. 
■I - -1-1 muft lie at the mercy of honour, 
T— or fame fuch capricious principle* 
—Strait fecurity ! for two &f my befl; and 

moft valuable bleffings, my property 

nnd my life ! 

As therefore we can have no depend- 
ence upon morality without religion j > 

fo, on the other hand, there is nothing 
better to be expeSed from reKgion With- 
out morality ; nor can any man be fup* 
pofed to difch^rge his duties to GoD^ 
(whatever fair aj^earances he may hang 
out, that he docs fo) if he does not pay at 
confcientious a regard to the duties which 
he owes his fellow-creature. 

This is -a point capaUe in itfelf of ftri& 

demonAration. Neverthelefs, ^tis no 

rarity to fee a man ^ofe real moral merit 
ftands very low, who yet entertains the 
higheft notion of himfelf, in the iigbt of 
». devout and rdigiotU man. He Oiall 
not only be covetous, revengeful, iippla- 
x:able,— -— but even wanting in points of' 
common hoaefty.-r: — Yet becaufehe talka 
loud againfl: the infidelity of ths age,— — - 

vot. yii, R 
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IS zealous for fome points of religion^ 
— ^gocs tvtce a day to church, attends 
the lacraments, and amufes himfclf with 
a few inftrumental duties of rcligiou, 
■■ ■ Ihall cheat his confcience into a judg- 
ment that for this he is a rehgious man, 
and has difcharged iakhfully his duty to 
God: and you will find, that fuch a 
man, through force of this delufion, ge> 
nerally looks down with fpiritual pride 
upon every other man who has lefs af- 
fectation of piety, though, perhaps, tea 
times more moral honelly than himfelf. 

3i&« u likewife afire evil under the fun ; 
and I behcTC there is no one miltaken 
principle which, for its dme, has wrought 
more ferious nufchiefs. For a general 
proof of tlus, examine the hiftory <^ the 
Romjb church. — See what fcenes of cru- 
elty, murders, rapines, bloodlhed, liave 
all been fan£lified by a religion not ftridlj 
governed by morality. 

In how many lungdoras (A the world, 
has the crufading fword of this mifguided 
Saint-Errant fpared neither age, or merit, 
or fex, or condition ! ' -And, as he 
-fought under the banners of a religion. 
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whtch fct him loofc from juftice and hu- 
manity,— ^hc flicwcd none, mcrci- 

IcMy trampled upon both, heard neither 
the cries of the unfortunate, nor pitied 
their diftrefles. 
If the tcftimony of paft centuries in 

this matter is not fuffictem, confider 

at this infant, how the votaries of that 
religion arc every day thinking to do 
- fervice and honour to Goo, by anions 
which are a dilhonour and fcandal to 
themfelvcs. 

To be convinced of this, go with mc 
for a moment into the prifons of the in- 

qmfition, Behold religion with mercy 

and juftlcc chain'd down under her feet, 
■ ■ 'there fitting ghallly upon a black 
tribunal, propp'd up with racks and in- 

ftrumehts of torment. Hark !— — 

What a piteous groan!— Sec the me- 
lancholy wretch who utter'd it,jufl brought 
forth to undergo the anguifti of a mock- 
trial, and endure the utmod pains that a 
lludied fyftcm oi religious cruelty has been 
able to invent. Behold this helplefa 
vidim delivered up to his tormentors. 
I£s body fo walled with forrow and long 

K 2 
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confinement, yoii'W fee every nerve tcnS 

mufcle asitfufFerd. Obfcrvc the laft 

movement of that horrid engine. — '-^ 
"What convdfions it has thrdwft him into* 
ConfidcT the nature of the pofture itt 

V'hich he now hes ftretch'd Whatcx- 

quifite torture he endures by it. — 'Us alt 

nature can bear-^- Good Gdd I fee 

how it keeps his weary foiil hanging up- 
on his trembling lips, willing to take its 

leave, but not faffereA to depart. 

Behold the unhappy wretch ted back td 

Iris celt, dragged oQt of it again to 

meet the flames,— and the iirfbfts in 
hislaft agonies, Which tVis piincipfc--*— ^ 
this principle that there can be religion 
without morality, has prepared for him. 
The fureft Way to tty the merit of any 

"difpnted notion, is to trace down the 

confequences fuch a notion has produced, 
and compafe them with the Jpfrit o€ 

Chriftianity. 'Tis the fhort and de- 

cifive rule, which our Saviour, has left 

for thefe and fuch like cafes, and is 

worth a thoufand arguments. — By '-tbe'tr 

fruits f fays he, ye Jhatlknow thnu 
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Tlws religion and, morality, like fall 
friends and natural allies, caji never be 
J5st at variapce, without the mutual ruin 

!*pd dilhpijour of them both j and 

whoever goes about this unfriendly of- 

■fiice, is BO wcll-wiflier to cither, and 

■^^atcver ^e pretends, he deceives his own 
■he?rt, aivlj I fear, his moralily, as wejl 
as his rcJigiQUj >viU be vain, . 

I will a,dd no ^ther to die length qF 
, this difcourfe, .thpn by two pr three fliort 
and. independent ^ules, dcducible from 
^h^t has t^ef^n faid. 

.ifia Whenciifer a ma,Ti talks loudly 
■againft religiofli. always fuCpeft that it is 
not his reafoH) but his paCions whicli 
have got the better of his creed. — A bad 
life and a good belief are difagreeablc and 
troublefome neighbours, and where they 
feparate, depend upon it, 'tis for no other 
caufe but quietnefs fake, 

idly^ "When a man thus reprcfented, 
tells you in any particular inftance, that 
fuch a thing goes againji his confcience, 
always believe he means exaflly the 
fame thing as when he tells you fuch a 
thing goes againft his ftomach, a prc- 

I :„i- I ,C00tjl>J 



346 S E R M O K XXVII. 

fent want of appetite being generally the 
true caufe of both. 

la. a word, truft that man in no- 
thing,— who has not a conrcience in 
every thing. 

And in your own cafe remember this 
plain diftinAion, a millake which has 

ruin'dthoufands That your confcience 

is not a law; — no,— Qod and reafon made 
the law, and has placed Confcience with- 
in you to determine,— not like an Afiatic 
Cadit according to the ebbs and flows of 
his own paflions ; but like a Britijh judge 
in this land of liberty, who makes no new 
law, but faithfully declares that glo- 
rious law which he finds already written. 
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Her wayt are ways of pleafamneft, and all her paths ait 

rpHBRB are- two opinions which the in- 
conliderate are apt to take upon 
truft. — The firft is — a vicious life, is a 
life of liberty, pleafure, and happy ad- 
vantages. — The fecond is — and which is 
the converfe of the firft — that a religious 
life is a fervtlc and moft uncomfortable 
ftate. 

The firft breach which the devil made 
upon human innocence, was by the help 
of the firft of thefc fuggeftions, when he 
told Eve, that by eating of the tree of 
knowledge, flie ftiould be as God, that 
is, flic fhould reap fpme high and ftrange 
felicity from doing what was forbidden 
her. — But I need not repeat theiucceGi 
R 4 
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— Eve learnt the difference between good 
and evil by her tranfgrcflion, which flic 
knew not before — but then ihe fatally 
learnt at the fame time, that the differ- 
ence was only this — that good is that 
which can only give the mind picafurc 
and comfort — and that evil is that, which 
muft ncceffarily be attended fooner or 
later with fliame and forrow. 

As the deceiver of mankind thus be- 
gan his triumph over our race — fo has he 
carried it on ever fince by the:very fame 

argument of delufion. TTiat is, by 

poSeffmg men's minds early with great 
cxpeftations of the prcfcnt incomes of fm, 
— — making them dream of wondrous 
gratifications they are to feel in following 
ihcir appetites in a forbidden way — ma- 
king them fancy, that their own grapes 
vield not fo delicious a talle as their 
neighbours, and that they ihall quench 
thdr thirft with more pleafure at his 
fountain,than at their own. This is the 
opinion wiiich .at firft too generally prc- 
:vail8 — till cxpeiicnce and proper feafons 
jof reflexion make us all at one time or 
Bther . coaafcia— that oor .coftnfellor hu 
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boen (as from the beginning) an itn- 

pofiior and that inftead of fulfilling 

thefc hopes of gain and fweetncfs in what 
is forbidden— that, on the contrary, every 
unlawful enjoyment leads only to bitter- 
nefs and )ofs. 

The fecond opinion, or; That a reli- 
gious life is a fervile and uncomfortable 
ftate, has proved a no lefs fatal and ca- 
pital falfe principle in the condud of un- 
experiencc through life — the foundation 
of which miftake arifing chiefly from this 
prcviouswiong judgment— that true hap- 
pincfs and freedom licsin a man's always 
following his own humour— that to live 
by moderate and prefcribcd ' riiles, is to 

live without joy that not to profecutc " 

our paffions is to be cowards — and td 
forego every thing for the tedious dif- 
tance of a future life. 

"Was it true, that a virtuous man could 
have no pleafure but what fhould arifc 

from that remote profpcft 1 own we 

are by nature fo goaded on by the dcfire 
of prcfent happinefs, that was ■ that the 
cafe, thoufands would faint under the dif* 
couragcmcnt of fo remote an cxpcflation. 
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■ Bat in the mean dmc the Scriptorcs 
give us a very different profpeil of this 
matter. — There wc arc told that the fer- 
»ice of Goo is true liberty — that the yoke 
ct Chriftiatiity is eafy, in comparifon of 
that yoke which muft be brought upon us 
by any other fyftcm of living, — and the 
text tells of wifdom — by wiucfa he meant 
Religi(xi, that it has pleafantnefs in its 

way, as well as glory in its end that 

it will bring us peace and joy, fucti as 

the world cannot give. So that/ upon 

examining the truth of this aflertion, we 
Ihall be fet right in this error, by feeing 
that a religious man's happincfs does not 
fland at fo tedious a diflance — but is fo 
prefent, and indeed fo infeparable from 
him, as to be felt and tafted every hour— 
and of this even the vicious can hardly be 
infenfible, from what he may perceive to 
rpring up In his mind, from any cafual 
a.€i of virtue. And though it is a plea- 
fore that properly belongs to the good- 
yet let any one try the experiment, and 
he will fee what is meant by that moral 
deUght arifuig from the cotifcience of 
wcll-dbing.— Let him but refrclh the 
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bowels of the needy — let him comfort the 
broken-hearted- — or check, an appetite, or 
overcome a temptation— or receive an 
affront with temper and mceknefs — and 
-he fliall find the tacit praife of what he 
has done, darting through his mind, ac- 
companied with a ffnccrc pleafurc — con- 
fcience playing the monitor even to the 
loofc and moil inconiidcratc, in their moft 
cafual ads of well-doing, and is, like a 
voice whifpering behind and faying— this 
. is the way of pleafantncfs — this is the path 
of peace — walk in it. — 

But to do further juftice to the text, we 
muft look beyond this inward recompencc 
. which is always infeparable from virtue 
——and take a view of the outward ad- 
vantages, which are as infeparable from 
it, and which the apoftle particularly re- 
fers to, when 'tis faid, Godtinefs has the 
promlfe of this life, as well as that which 
is to come — and in this argupicnt it is, 
that religion appears-in all its glory and 
ftrength — unaidwerable in all its obliga- 
• tions — —that befides the principal work 
which it does for us in fecuringouf future 
well-being in the other world, it is like- 
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wife the moft effcftaal means to promote 
our prefcnt— — andthit not only mera/fyj 
upon account of that reward which virtu- 
ous afliong do entitle a man unto from a 
juft and a wife providence^ — .but .by a na- 
tural tendency in themfelve:s, which tFhe 
duties of religion have toprocure us rjches, 
health, reputation, credit, and all thofe 
things, wherein our temporal happinefs 
is thought to confift, and this not only 
in promoting the well-being of particular 
perfons, but of public communities and 
of mankind in general,!-:-^— agreeable to 
what the wife man has left.us on record, 
that righteoufnefs exalteth a -nation .--rt- 
infomuch, that could we, id.cohfidcring 
this argument, fuppofe ourfclvcs to be in 
-a capacity of expoftulating with God, 
concerning the terms upon which .we 
-would fubmit to his government,— and 
to chufc the laws ourfclvcs which wc 
would be bound to obfervc, it would be 
impoffiblc for the wit of man to frame 
any other propofals, which upon all ac- 
' counts would be more advantageous to 
our own interefts than thofe very condi- 
tions to which we are obliged by the lules 
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of religion and virtiK.— And in this docs 
the reafonablencfs of Chciftianiry, and 
the beauty and wifdom of Providence, 
appear moft eminently towards mankind, 
in goTeining os by fuch lavs as do moft 

apparently tend to make us happy, • 

and in a word, in making that (in his 
mercy) to hi our duty, ■which in hia 
wifdom he knows to be our intcreft,— 
that is to finy, what is moft condudve to 
the eafe and comfort of our mind, — the 
health and ftrength of our body, — the ho- 
nour and profpcrity of our ftatc and con- 
dition, — the fricndfliip and good-will of 
our fcIloW-creatures j — to the attainment 
of all which, no more effeSual means 
can poiUbly be made ufe of, than that 
plain dire&ion^ — to lead an uncorrupted 
iife, and to do the thing which is rights 
to ufe no deceit in our tongue, nor do 
:^il to our neighbour. 

For the better imprinting of which 
truth in your memories, give me leave 
to offer a few things to your confider- 
•ation. 

■ The firft is,— that juftice and honefty 
.contribute very much towards all the,f»<; 
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cuUics of the mind : I mean* that it clears 
up the underllanding Irom that mill, 
which dark and crocked defigna are apt 
to raife in it, — and that it keeps up a re- 
gularity in the affedions, by fuffcring no 
lulls or by-ends to diforder them. — That 
it likcwifc preferves the mind from all 
damps of grief and melancholy, which 
arc the fure confequences of unjuft ac- 
tions ', and that by fuch an improvement 
of the faculties, it makes a man fo much 
the abler to difcern, and fo much the 
more cheerful, adivc, and diligent to 
mind his bufincfc. — Light is fown for the 
righteous, fays the prophet, and gladncls 
for the upright in heart. 

Secondly, let it be obfervcd, — that in 
the continuance and courfe of a virtuous 
man's affairs, there is little probability 
of his fallitig into confiderable difappoint* 
ments or calamines ;■ — not only bccaufe 
guarded by the providence of God, but 
that honefty is in its own nature the frceft 
from danger. 

Firft, becaufe fuch a one lays no pro- 
jedi, which it is the intereft of another 
to blaft, and therefore needs no indireft 



C3.l:.-:ij,XitK>t(k 



SERMON XXVm. 35s 

methods or deceitful practices to fccure 
big intereft by undermining others. — ^Thc 
paths of. virtue arc plain and ftraight, fo 
that the blind, perfons of the meanefl ca- 
pacity, fliall not err. — Diihoncfty requires 
ikill to condud it, and as great art to 
conceal — what 'tis every one's intereft to 
deted. And 1 think I need not remind 
you how oft it happens in attempts of 
this kind — where worldly men, in haftc 
to be rich, have over-run the only means 
to it,— "-and for want of laying their con- 
trivances with proper cunning, or ma> 
naging them with proper fecrecy and adt 
vantage, have loft for ever, what they 
might have certainly fecured by honefty 
and plain-dealing.— The general caufes 
of the difappointmcnts in their bulinefs, 
or of unhappinefs in their lives, lying but 
too manifeftly in their own difordcrly paf- 
fions, which by attempting to carry them 
a Oiorter way to riches and honour, dif- 
appoint them of both for ever, and make 
plain their ruin is from themfelves, and 
that they cat the fruits, which their own 
bands have watered and ripened. 
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Confider, in the third place, that ai 
the religioua and moral man (one of 
which he cannot be without the other) 
■not only takes the furcft courfe for fuc- 
cefs in his afiairs, but is difpofed to pro- 
cure a help, which never enters into the 
thoughts of a wicked one : for being con- 
fcious of upright intentions, he can look 
towards heaven, and with fome aJTurance 
recommend his affairs to God's blefiing 

.and diredion : whereas the fraudulent 

and diJhonell man dares not call for 
GoD*3 bleffing upon his defigns, — or if 
he does, he knows it is in vain to expert 
it. — Now a man who believes that he has 
"God on his fide, a£ks with another fort of 
life and courage, than he who knows he 
ftands alone }-— like £&u, with his band 
againft every man, and every man's hand 
againll his. 

The eye» of the Lord arc upon the 
■ righteous, and his ^cars are open to theic 
cry, but the face of the Lcvd is againft 
them that do evil. 

Confider, in the fourth place, that in 
all good governments who uoderft^Kl 
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■ their own intereft, the upright and honcft 
man- {tands much fairer for preferment, 
and much more likely to be employed in 
all things when fidelity is wanted :— for all 
men, however the cafe fl:ands with them- 
felves, they love at lealt to find honefty 
in thofe they trull ; nor is there any 
ufage we more hardly digeft, than that of 
being outwitted and deceived. — This is 
fo true an obfervation, that the greateft 
knaves have no other way to get into 
bufmelSi but by counterfeiting honelly, 
and pretending to be what they are not ; 
and wlien the impofture is difcovered, as 
it is a thoufand to one but it will, Lhave 

.jufl: faid» what muft be the certain con- 
fcquence : — for when fuch. a one falls,— 
he has none to help him, fo he feldom 
rifes again. 

This brings us to a fifth particular, ia 
vmdication.of the text, — That a virtu- 
ous man has this firong advantage oii his 
fide (the reverfe of the laft), that the 
more and the longer he is known, (o 
much the better is he loved, fo much the 
more trufted ;— fo that his reputation and 
his fortune have a gradu^ iocrcafc :— and 
Vol. VII. s - . - 
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if calamities or crofs acciacht's ftidtild 
bear him down,— ^fas no otic fl'artds 6uf 
'of their reach in this world)-^— ^if fic 
fliould fall, who would ^h(it p'lfy his dlF- 
irefs,— iffho would not ftfctch forth Ks 

^hand to raife him from the ground ! 

■Wherever tfiefc was virtue, he might ei- 
pe& to meet a friend and brother.— Afld 
this is riot'merely fpeculErtion but'fa'ft, 
'cohfir'med dJ niimherlefs (bcamples in liley 
of itacn falhng irtto tnisfortunes, whofc 
'charaftcr and trlc'd pfbtity have ralftd 
'them helps, and bore them op, whdi 
every other help lias forfook tHem. 

L^ly, to Aim up the account of tlic? 
temporal advantages Which 'pfoblty'has 
on its fide, — let us not forget thatgreatcft 
of all happintfs, which t'he tcAt rdfei's t'6, 
—in the expreiTion of All its paths bcltrg^ 
neace, peace itnd content of ^iiid^ arifinj^ 
from fhecorifciouftiefs of Vitt'ue, 'whiA 
18. the true arid only' f6utlda^i6n, 6f ' :fK 
earthly lkt'isfa<'.tioh ; and where that is 
"wanting, whatever' other enjoyments ydU 
beftow upon'a wicfcdd mafi, they wiiris 
foon add a cubit to bis ftature as to bis 
bappincfs.— In Ehc midft 'of tbc'hlghe'ft 
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entertatADKnts, rtbis, like the hand' 

Writing upon the wall, will be enough tQ 
iptnl and.d4freliA> the feaft ;— ^but, nvjch 
more fo, when thetaouilt and hjurry.of 
delight, is ovcti — ^when dll is ftill a^d 
filent, >whcn the fuuier has nothing to do 
' but, attend. tt»tftfl)es and femorfes;— ^d 
this, in fpite of ail thccogunim arts pf 
diverfion, will be often the, c?fc of-^evejiy 
wicked man ;— for. we canjiotiltye. always 
upon, the .^etch}— <our faculties wUlpQt 
bear ct^nflant pleafur^ any. more tlian con* 

.ftantpain; — i^-thcra-wili be fome yacan" 
cie^} and when, there are,, , they will be 
ftre to ,be . filled with > uncomfortable 
thoughts and black-refle£tlons^— So that, 

^ottiog, afide the .great aftcr-rfckoninp, 
the ^afitfes of .the , wicked f.^rc ,<?srer- 

' fao|)gt\t, even in this-world^' — 

l'<ionc1ude<wUh:one ob&rvafipn .upon 
the 'Whole of -this .argument, which, is 

.<h'iji._ 

I Notwithftandijig ,the ,gt£at,,fQr(;e,.>pjjh 
.whifh it has been often urged, ^y g9^ 

-^wf iters,— there are- n^any cafes ..wJjifh. it 

-n»y npt.rrcaichi-^whjsrein viqcHS. m^n 

I 2 
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may fcem to enjoy their portion of cMtf 
Ufe, and live as happy, aAd fall into as 
fewtroublcB as other men;— and there- 
fore it is prudent not to lay more ftrefs 
Upon this argument than it will bcar:^ 
' but always remember to call in to our aid, 
tli^ great aAd more tmanfwerable argu- 
ment, which wilp anfwer the moflrdoubt- 
lul cafes which can be ftated,-^-4nd that 
is, certainty of a futute life^ whktk ChrHl- 
ianity has brought to Nght. However 
' men may differ in their opinions of the 
ufefulnefs of virtue for our preTent pur- 
]K)le3, no one was ever fo abfiird, as ta 
deny it ferved our beft and ouf laft ih- 
(ereft, — when the little interefts of tUs 
life were at an end: — upoh which con- 
fideration we (hould always lay the great 
weight wluch it is fittcll to bear, as the 
ftrongefl appeal, and moft unchangeable 
motive that can govern our aftions at 
all times.— However, as every good ar- 
gument on the fide of religion fhould 
in proper times be made ufe of, — if is 
fit fometimes to examine this, — ^by prov- 
ing nrtuc is not even delUtute of a pic- 
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(cut reward}— ^ut carries in her hand a 
fuiHcient rceompcnce for all the fclf-dc- 
nJals Ihc may occafion : — fhe is plea&nt 
in the way, as well as in the end ; — her 
inrays being ways of pleafantsefs, and all 
her paths peace. — But it is faer greateft 
and nu>{t diftinguKhed glory, — that fhe 
befriends us hereafter, and brings us 
peace at the laA ; — and this is a pgrtioD 
flic can never be dlfinherited of, — which 
may God of his mercy grant us all, fpjr 
fbc fekc of Jcfi#s Chrift. 



•3 
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SERMON; XXIX 
Our Converfation In Heaven, 



For ovt codVcriktioD ii in Staytn. 

tm?«R wffxM gr? the c9n,c]l^$on of thtt 
aojwtP^ wMch 5t. Paul r^?9%;-s of 
I4jn(clt to juftify, ^ha^ piirticular part of 
his ?ondtt4t ^n4. prt>c?=cling»— his leaving 
fs fti:angely, ^iid delerting his JewUli 
rUi^S mv^ cf;^fpiqi)ies, to which he yf2^^, 
kooiEn W have l>5f n foj-raerly lb much atr 
taQU¥4*itn4W(lf^fc.pceofwhichheh^dheeii 
lib )ra;:!i;i1y and fp remarkably engaged. 
This. a$ it had b^en matter of provo- 
cattQS a^inft him amonglt his own coun- 
tryinen l^c; Jews, fo was it no lefs an oc- 
cafion of Curjarjfe to the Gentiles ; — that 
a perlbp pf. hts great charaftcr, intere'ft, 
and repufatfon, — one who was defcended 
ffopn 9 tribe of Ifracl. deeply pdllcd in 
the prqfef&pns, and z<;aloi(s in the elf- 
s 4 
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fervances of the firaiieji fed of that relipms 
who had their tenets inllilled into him 
from his tender years, under the infti- 
tution of the ablcft maftcrs ; — a Pharifee 
h)mfe)f»— the fpn of a Pharifee, ^nd 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, — one 
that was fo deeply interefted, and an ac- 
ceflary in the pcrfecution of another rei 
Hgion, juft then newly come up ;— a re- 
ligion to which his whole fe£l, as well as 
hlmfelf, bad been always the bittereft and' 
moft inveterate enemies, atid were con- 
stantly upbr^ded as fuch, by the firft 
founder of it;— that a perfon fo befet, and 
hemm'd in with interefts and prejudices on 
all fides, (hould after all turn profelyte 
to the very religion he had h^cd j — a re- 
ligion too, under the moft univerfal 
contempt of any then in the world,— the 
chiefs and leaders' of it men of the lowcft 
birth and education, without^ny advan-' 
tagcs of parts or learning, or other endows 
ments to rccbmmend' them ; — that he 
ftiouid quit and abandon all his former 
privileges, to become merely a fellow- 
labourer with thefe,— that he fhould give 
up the repiAation he had acquired amongft 
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his brethren by the ftudy and labours of 

a whole life ; that he flioald give up, 

his friends,-— his relations and family, 
from whom he eftranged and baniihed 
himfelf for life ;— — this was an event fo 
very extraordinary, fo odd and unac- 
countable, — that it might well confound 
the minds of men to anfwer for it.- -■ 
It was not to be accounted for upon the 
common rules and meafures of proceed- . 

ing in human life. 

The Apoftle, therefore, fincc no one 
elfe could do it fo well for him, comes, 
in this chapter, to give an explanation 
why he had thus forfaken fo many worldly 
advantages, — which was owingto a greater 
and more unconquerable affcflion to a 
better and more valuable intereft, that in 
the poor perfecuted faith, — which he had 
once reproached and dcftrpyed, — he had 
now found fuch a fulnefs of divine grace, 
-..■■.. . fuch unfathomable depths of God's 
infinite mercy, and love towards man- 
kind, that he could think nothing tod 
much to part with in order to his em- 
bracing Chriftianity; — nay, he accounted 
9U things but lofs,-rtbat is, l^fs than 
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nothing, for the caxdlcocy of the know- 
ledge of Jeftis Chcift. 

The ApoflJe, after this apology.foE biajT 
feU, pEoccods, in the iecond vcrle before: 
the text, te give a very di&reat teprci- 
fcntation o£ the worldly views and fcnfuaJ 
principles of other pretendiDg teachers, 
who had fet themfelyes up as an ex- 
ample for men to walk by, igaioQ, whom 
he rene^fs this caution :— — For many, 
walk, of whom I have told you oitcn, 
and now tell you even weeping, that they 
afc the ei;icmies to the crofs of Chrift, — 
whole eQc\ is deftrudion, whole God is their 
b|cUy, and whoie glory is in their Ihame, 
wba n^ind earthly things, — ,*pw*«i-lfe, — re-^ 
Uih them, making them the onlyobje£t 
of their wiflics, taking aim at notlUng 
better, and notliing higher,-; — but our 
converiation, fays he in the test, is in hea- 
ven. Vie Chriftians, whp have embraced 
a perfecuted feith, arc governed by other 
coofiderations, have greater and no- 
bler views J here we confidcr ourfelves 
only as pilgrims and ftrangers. — Oyr 
home is in another country, where we are 
continually tending} there our hearts and 
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affeftions are placed; and when the few 
days of our pilgrimage fliall be over, 
there (hall we return, where a quiet ha- 
bitation and a perpetual reft is defigned 
and prepared for us for ever.— -Our con- 
verfation is in heaven, from- whence, fays 
he, we alfo. look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jefu« Chrift, who (hall change our 
. vile body, that it may be fafiiioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able to fubduc all 
things unto him. — It is obfervabic, tiiat 
St. Ptter reprefenns the ftate of Chriftians 
under the lame im^e, c^ ft^angers on . 
earth, wbofe city and proper home is hea- 
ven : — be makes ufe of that relation of 
citizens of heaven, as a (Irong argument 
for a pure and holy life, — befceching them 
as pilgrims and ftrangers here, as men 
whofe interefts and connexions are of fo 
Ihort a date, and fo trifling a nature, 

■ to abftain from fleftily lufts, which 

war againft the foul, that is, unfit it for 
its heavenly country, and give it a dif- 
relifh to the enjoyment of that pure and 
fpiritualized happinefs, of which that re- 
gion mud confifl:, wherein there Ihall in 
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no wife enter any thiog that defilcth, nei- 
ther whatfocver worketh abomination. 
-~The Apollle tells us, that without ho- 
Itnels no man Ihall fee God ; — by which 
no doubt he means, that a virtuous hfe is 
the only medium of happinefs and terms 
of falvation, which can only gire us ad- 
miffion into heaven.— But Ibmc of our 
divines carry the alTcrtioa further, that 
without holinefs, — without fome previous 
iimilitude wrought in the faculties of the 
mind, correfponding with the nature of 
the purcft of beings, who is to be the ob- 
jeft of our fruitioa hereafter ;— that it 
is not morally' only, but phyfically im« 

poffible for it to be happy, and that 

9n impure and polluted foul is not only 
wnworthy of fo pure a pretence as the 
fpirif <ti God, but even incapable of en-* 
jpymg it, could it be admitted. . 

And here, not to feign a long hypo- 
thefis, ^ fame have done, of a fmner's 
being admitted iiltQ heaven, with a par- 
ticpUr defcriptiQiT of his condition and. 
behaviour there, — we need only confidcr, 
that the fuprcme good, like any other 
good, is of a relative nature^ ^4 cgnfe^ 
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(juently the enjoyment of it mull require 
fomc qualification in the faculty, as wcU 
as the enjoyment of any other gootldocs; 
—there muft be fomething antecedent in 
the difpofilion and temper, which will 
render that good a good to that indivi- 
dual,— —othcrwife though (it is true) it 
may be poifefled, — yet it never can be 
enjoyed,— 

Preach to a voluptuous epicure, who 
knows of no other happinc&inthis world, 
but ;tvhat arifes from good eating and 
drinking j — fuch a one, in the apoftle's 
language, wbofe God was his bcUy ;— 
preach to him of the abftraftions of the 
foul, tell of its Sights, and brisker mo- 
tion in the pure regions of immcnfity j — 
>eprefent to him that faints and angels cat 
not, — but that the fpirit of a man lives 
for ever upon wifdom and holincfs, and. 
heavenly contemplations : — why, the only 
eScQi would be, that the fat glutton would 
ftare a while upon the preacher, and in a 
few minutes fall hH afleep.-— No ; if you 
would catch bis attention, and make him 
take in your difcourfe greedily, — you mufi 
preach to him out of the jUcoran,— talk 
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of the raptures of fenfoal cngoymenC^^ 

aod of the pleafures of tbe perpetual feaft- 

■ing, which Mahomet has dcfcribcd} — • 

' there lyoutouchuponahote which svakens 
and links into the inmofl rccefles of fat« 

-foul J— *withoiSt which, difcduHc as wifely 
and abftraftcdiy as you will of -heaven, 
your - reprefentations of it, howtvcr glo- 
rious and exalted, will pafs like tbc Jbngs 
of melody over An ear iiiCapable of-dif- 

-cerning the diftinftion of founds.— 
•'We fee, even in the common intcr- 

■ cdnrfcs of 'focietyj-^how tedious it is to 

■ be 'tn the compatiy of a perfon whflfc hu- 
mour is difagrceable to our own j though 
perhaps in alldther rcfpeftsof thcgreateft 

-worth and excellency. — How then can 
We imagine that an ill'difpofed foul, 
whofc conVerfation never reached to hea- 
- ven, but whofe appetites arid defires, to the 
■laft honr^ have grovell'duponthis unclean 

fpotof earth ; how can we imagineit 

■Ihoald hereafter take pleafure in Godj or 
be able to tafte joy or fatisfaiSion from' his 
prefence, who is'foinfinitely -purC that 
he even pUtteth no trufl; inhis faints,-- — 
■nor are- the heavens thenrffelvea (as J<A> 
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fays) clean in his fight.— The confidCr- 
ation of this has led fome writers fo far, as 
to fay, with fortie degree of irreverence 

in the elcpreffion, that it was not in 

the power Of God to make a wicked man 
"happy, if the foul was ftparated from the 
body, with all its vicious habits and in- 
clinatioiis tinrcformed ;— ^which thought 
& very able divine in our church has pur- 
fiied fo far, as to declare his belief,—^-— 
that tould the happieft 'manfion in hcaV4n 

■ be foppofed to be allotted to a grofa and 
■pAllulcd fpiiTt, it would be fofarftOm 

bcittg Happy ?n it, that it would do pe- 
nance there to 'ill eternity ;— by *hich 
he' ftieSfit, it .wo'iild carry futh appttitea 
'along with h, fbr which there could -be 

■ found rio fuititblc obje(Sls.-^A Sufficient 
caufe for Conftant torincnt {—for thofc 
ihat'itfband there, ''Would be fo difpro- 

■ portioiiCd, that they 'w'ouid rather vex and 
upbnlid it, than fati'sfy its tvants:— This, 
it 18 ti-uci is merefpeciilaticin, — and *hat 

'cdttccfiisuinottoknow; — Jtbeiugenough 

■ fbrbuf pirrpofe, that fuch an experiment 
'is neVei' Kkcly fo be tried, — that weftand 

upon aiffcrcht terms with GoD,-^-p-tbat 
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a virtuous life is the foundation of all ouf 
happinefs, — that as God has no pleafure 
in wickednefs, neither Ihall any evil dwell 
vith him ; — and that, if we expe^ our 
happinels to be. in heaven, we muft have 
our converfation in heaven, whild upon' 
earth, make it the frequent fubjeft of our 
thoughts and meditations,— let every ilep 
we take tend that way, — every aflion of 
our lives be conducted by that great mark 
of the prize of our high-calling, forget- 
ting thofe things which are behind } — — 
forgetting this world, — difcngaging our 
thoughts and aSedtions from it, and there- 
by transforming them to the likenefs of 
what we hope to be hereafter. — How can 
we expet^ the inheritance of the faints of 
light, upon other terms than what they 

jthemfclvcs obtained it ? 

Can that body expefl to rife and fhine 
in glory, that is a Have to luft, or dies in 
the fiery purfuit of an impure defire ? 
Can that heart ever become the lightfomc 
feat of peace and joy, that burns hot as 
an oven with anger, rage, envy, tufl, and 
ilrifeP full' of wicked imaginations, let 
only to devifc and cntertzun evil i 



v.!/tz--3^X'iOO<i\c 



SERMON XXIX. Z7J 

Can that flefh appear in the lafl day, 
and inherit the kingdom of heaven in 
the glorified ftrength of perpetual youth, 
that is now clearly confumed In intem- 
perance, fmks in the furfcit of continual 
drunkennefs and gluttony, and then tum- 
bles into the grave, and almoft pollutes 
the ground that is under it?— Can we 
reafonably fuppofe that head Ihall ever 
Wear or become the crqwn of righteouf- 
nefs and peace, in which dwells nothing 
but craft and avarice, deceit and fraud 
and treachery, which is always plod- 
ding upon worldly defigns, racked with 
ambition, — rent afunder with difcord, — 
ever delighting in mifchiefto others, and 
unjuft advantages to itfclf ?— Shall that 
tongue, which is the glory of a man 
when rightly direfted, — be ever fet to 
God's heavenly praifes, and warble forth 
the harmonics of the bleffcd, that is now 
full of curfing and bltternefs, back-bit- 
ing and flander, under which, is ungodh- 
nefs and vanity and the poifon of afps ? 

Can it enter into our hearts even to 
hope, that thofc hands can ever receive 
VOL, vn. T 
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the reward of righteoufncfs, that are full 
of blood, laden with the wages of ini- 
quity, of theft, rapine, violence, extor- 
tion, or other unlawful gain? or that 
thofe feet fliall ever be beautiful upon 
the mountains of light and joy, that 
were never (hod for the preparation of 
the gofpel, — that have run quite out of 
the way of God's word,— —and made 
haftc only to do evil ? — No furely. — In 
this fcnfe, — he that is unjufl:, let him be 
unjufl ftill, and he which is filthy, let 
him Be filthy ftill. 

How inconfiftent the whole body of 
fin is, with the glories of the celeftial 
body that Qiall be revealed hereafter,— 
and that in proportion as we fix the rc- 
prefentation of thcfe glories upon our 
minds, and in the more numerous parti- 
culars we do it, — the ftrongcr the ncccf- 
iky as well as perfuafion to deny our* 
fclves all ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 
to live foberly, righteouQy and godly in 
this prcfcnt world, as the only way to 
entitle us to that bleflednefs fpoken of in 
the Revelations— of tliofc who do hts 
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commandments, and have a right to the 
tree of life, and fliall enter into the gates 
of the city of the living God, the hea- 
venly Jerufalcni, and to an innumerable 

company of angels to the general 

aflembly and church of the firft-born, 
that are written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to the fpirits of jufl; 
men made perfeft, — who have wallied 
their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

May God give us grace to live under 
the perpetual influence of this expeda- 

tion, that by the habitual impreffion 

of thefe glories upon our imaginations, 
and the frequent fending forth our 
thoughts and employing them on the 

other world, we may difentanglc 

them from this, and by fo having 

our converfation in heaven whilft we arc 
here, we may be thought fit inhabitants 
for it hereafter — that when Gdd at the 
laft day fliall come with thourands and 
ten thoufands of his faints to judge the 
world, we may enter with them into 
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happinefs, and with angels and arch- 
angels, and all the company of hea- 
ven, wc may praife and magnify his 
glorious name, and enjoy his prefencc 
for ever. 
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